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One shipping company is
said to have earned more than
600,000 pesos in one day when
stranded passengers from
Calapan port boarded Puerto
Galera ferries to go back to
Batangas.

Thousands of passengers
were stranded in Calapan port
as available vessels were not
enough to accommodate the
surge of travelers on their way
back to work from the holidays.

This as port officials imple-
mented stricter boarding regu-
lations following the sinking of
M/V Baleno 9 which killed 50
passengers last December 26.

The Coast Guard and the
Maritime Industry Authority
were very strict in limiting the
number of passengers and ve-
hicles that can board the ves-
sels in Calapan.  As a result,
there was a long queue of ve-
hicles extending up to about
five kilometers and thousands
of stranded passengers waiting
for their turn to board the ves-
sels.  Those who could not wait
opted to go to Puerto Galera to
board outrigger boats bound to
Batangas.

Starting from January 2 up
to January 7, jeepneys and
aircon vans transported hun-
dreds of passengers to Puerto
Galera and all available ferries
in Sabang, White Beach, Muelle
and Balatero were filled to ca-
pacity immediately.

The biggest surge of pas-
sengers came on January 4
when Muelle pier was suddenly
filled with anxious, hungry, tired
people lining up to get tickets
for the ferries.

Tourists and foreign resi-
dents sitting in Muelle bars
were aghast at the multitude that

filled up every available space
in Muelle.  They took pity at the
plight of the passengers espe-
cially students who with limited
budget needed to spend more
money to go back to schools
by coming to Puerto Galera.

More than 5000 had been
ferried to Batangas last January
4 but there were still many that
were stranded in Muelle and
had to stay overnight as the
Coast Guard disallowed night
trips for outrigger ferries.  The
passengers slept inside the fer-
ries while some were given shel-
ter by sympathetic residents.

Minolo Shipping Lines and Father and Son Shipping Lines
ferried more than 5000 passengers last January 4

The Chief of Police of
Puerto Galera was ordered re-
lieved after he and a rookie cop
reportedly engaged in a brawl
with four foreigners and a Fili-
pino inside a videoke bar in
Sabang last November 27, 2009.

Supt. James Brillantes, po-
lice chief of Puerto Galera, and
PO1 Hermero Ondevilla were
immediately relieved from their
posts following their alleged in-
volvement in a scuffle, which
resulted in the wounding of the
four foreigners and a local tour-
ist, said Senior Supt. Sonny
Ricablanca, Mindoro police di-
rector.

Ricablanca said the two
cops were attending the open-
ing of Hammer Head Broadway
KTV Bar, where the foreigners
were customers, in Barangay
(Village) Sabang at around 11
p.m. Friday when the scuffle
occurred.

One of the foreigners alleg-
edly grabbed Ondevilla’s service
firearm and while the two were

grappling with the gun,
Brillantes intervened and fired
his gun.

The tourists were identified
as American John Grhim, 45;
Koreans Kim Myung Hoon, 38
and Hoseung Kim, 34; Austra-
lian Paul Andrew Jones, 57; and
Filipino Ruel Sotto, 28.

Grhim and Jones both sus-
tained bullet wounds in their
feet while Hoon and Sotto were
hit in the thigh. Kim was slightly
wounded by broken glass.

Brillantes has been tempo-
rarily limited to the provincial
police office pending investiga-
tion, but would not be rein-
stated as commanding officer of
Puerto Galera, said Ricablanca.

In another news report,
Brillantes is claiming that
Ondevilla was responding to a
complaint about a group of for-
eigners and their Filipino cohort
causing trouble at the bar when
he was instead attacked and
beaten up by the suspects.

“He has no choice but to

immobilize his attackers by
shooting them in their legs,”
Brillantes said. “Fortunately, we
arrived just in time to rescue him
and arrest the suspects.”

Brillantes said that the po-
lice had filed a case of direct as-
sault to a person of authority
and frustrated homicide against
the suspects Ruel Sotto,
Myung Hoon Kim and John
Ghrim.

However, in a statement
given to the police, an employee
of the Hammer Head bar said
that it was Brillantes who was
allegedly firing the gun.

Meanwhile, Atty. Gilbert
Repizo, lawyer of Paul Andrew
Jones,  said that his client was
not involved in the scuffle and
was an innocent bystander who
got shot in the leg by a stray
bullet.  Repizo said,  some news
reports suggested “erroneously
that Mr. Paul Jones was in some
way responsible for, or an ac-
tive participant in the events of
that evening.”

The Sangguniang Bayan
(Town Council) in a special ses-
sion called last December 18 de-
ferred the passage of the reso-
lution ratifying the agreement
between the municipal govern-
ment and the Land Bank to en-
able the release of a 35 million
pesos loan to finance various
projects.

Councilor Raffy Cataquis
said that the government did not
appropriate any amount for loan
repayment in its budget for
2010.  Cataquis added, that
since the Internal Revenue Al-
lotment (IRA) is the collateral,
the Land Bank will automatically

deduct the loan amortization
which will hamper other projects
earmarked for 2010.

The IRA is a local govern-
ment’s share of revenues from
the national government.

The municipality is bor-
rowing the money to finance
the following projects: Con-
struction of a Low-Cost Dor-
mitory (2.8 Million); Construc-
tion of the Left and Right
Wings of the Municipal Build-
ing (5.8 Million); Construction
of Convention Center (5.4 Mil-
lion); Construction of Three-
Storey Hospital Building (12
Million); Purchase of Six Units

Reconditioned Heavy Equip-
ment (9 Million).

Councilor Cataquis said
that he is not against the
projects which he said will be
good for Puerto Galera.  Mayor
Hubber Dolor said the projects
are needed and will hasten the
progress of the municipality.

Councilor Cataquis said he
will support the passage of the
resolution once the problem in
the budget for 2010 had been
resolved.  The sponsors of the
resolution, Councilors Jay-Jay
Evangelista, Grace Magbuhos
and Polying Lopez, did not ob-
ject to the motion.
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www.asiadivers.com

with

El Galleon Beach Resort / Asia Divers
Small La Laguna Beach, Puerto Galera,

Oriental Mindoro, 5203 Philippines
Email contact: admin@asiadivers.com

Phone: (+63) 917-8145107 Tel/Fax: (+63) 43 287-3205

Since 1983

THE DIVER’S RESORT
Sabang Beach, Puerto Galera

Tels. (043) 287-3071 / 0973 496 691
Mobile: 0917 540 4570

captngreggs@gmx.net  / info.captngreggs.com.ph

I got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked at

International Food
Bar B Que
Mexican Food
Biggest Meals
Best Atmosphere

Western Style Accommodation
Seaside Restaurant Serving
Dive Shop - Over 30 Dive Sites

P.A.D.I. Courses in English, German, Swedish
42-Foot Dive Boat
Trips To Palawan
NITROX and Technical Courses

Package Prices Available

Manila Contact:
Swagman Hotel, Ermita, Manila

Tel. 523-3663 or 523-650

Gin Juice
Very Cold Beer
All Rooms With Cable TV
Hot And Cold Water
Chuck Burger
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Hubbert “MD” Dolor

LIBERAL PARTY, Incum-
bent Mayor, Former
Municipal Health Officer,
Master in Public Administra-
tion, Doctor of Medicine

Aristeo “Teo” Atienza

LAKAS-CMD PARTY,
Incumbent Vice Mayor,
Former Mayor 1998-2007,
Former Vice Mayor 1995-
1998, Businessman

Zeus Atienza

NACIONALISTA PARTY,
Businessman

Jaime “Jimmy” Delgado

LIBERAL PARTY,
Businessman

Berting Macatangay

LAKAS-CMD PARTY,
Incumbent Councilor

Herming Atienza

INDEPENDENT, Former
Mayor, Businessman
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LIBERAL  PARTY
Melchor “Mel” Arago - Incumbent Barangay Chair of Tabinay, Former Councilor

Edwin “Ed” Axalan - Civil Engineer, Former Kagawad of Balatero

Jay-Jay Evangelista - Incumbent Councilor, Businessman

Emmanuel “ Noe” Lineses - Former #1 Councilor, Journalist,  Businessman

Marlon Lopez - Former Kagawad of Sabang, Businessman

Policarpio “Polying” Lopez - Incumbent Councilor, Former Chief of Police

Graciela “Grace” Magbuhos - Incumbent #1 Councilor, Midwife

Edwin Suzara - Former ABC President, Former Chair of Dulangan, Businessman

LAKAS-CMD P ARTY
Susan Andal - Incumbent Kagawad of Sto. Niño

Seming Balitaan - Former #1 Councilor, Businessman

Mario Ceniza - Former Kagawad of Dulangan, Businessman

Kardo Ilagan - Incumbent Councilor

Cenon Salcedo - Former #1 Councilor, Businessman

Francis Sanz - Basketball Player

Benjie Villanueva - Businessman

Venancio Yap - Former Administrator, Former Teacher

INDEPENDENT
Paul Arevalo - Incumbent Kagawad of Poblacion

Christopher “Kit” Garong - Businessman

Edwin Quinto - Businessman

Note: The Sangguniang Bayan is the legislature of municipal governments in the Philippines. It
passes ordinances and resolutions for the effective administration of the municipality.  All
municipalites have eight regular members or councilors elected at-large Councilors are elected
for a three-year term and may serve up to three consecutive terms. The term begins at noon of
June 30 following election day, and ends at noon of June 30 of the third year.

Note: The Mayor acts as the Chief Executive Officer of the municipal government while the Vice
Mayor is the Presiding Officer of the Sangguniang Bayan (Town Council).
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What will happen on elec-
tion day?

According to the GI, the
Board of Election Inspectors
(BEI) will meet at the polling
place at six o’clock in the morn-
ing of May 10, 2010 to first en-
sure that all the election para-
phernalia are ready.

They will then post a copy
of the Posted Computerized Vot-
ers List (PCVL) at the door of
the poll precinct. But before
voting is conducted, the BEI
chairman will show the public
and the watchers present that
the Precinct Count Optical Scan
(PCOS) machine, package of of-
ficial ballots, and book of vot-
ers are all duly sealed.

After showing the election
materials, the BEIs will set up
the PCOS machine. Upon instal-
lation, the poll machine will au-
tomatically print an initialization
report showing that no votes
have yet been cast nor counted.

What should a voter do?
Upon arriving at the pre-

cinct, a voter should look for his

or her name at the PCVL near
the door of the voting center to
determine his or her precinct
number and sequence number.
The voter will be instructed to
give these pieces of information
to the BEIs together with other
personal information.

After his or her identity is
verified, the name of the voter
will be read out loud to give
chance for any contention. If
uncontested, he or she will be
given a ballot by the BEI chair-
man – only upon ensuring that
the said voter has yet to cast
his or her vote in another pre-
cinct.

The voter will be instructed
to fill out his or her ballot using
a secrecy folder and a marking
pen provided by the Comelec.
He or she must fill out the ballot
by fully shading at least 50 per-
cent of the oval beside the
names of the candidates and
party-list group of his or her
choice.

He or she must then ap-
proach the PCOS, insert his or

her ballot in the poll machine’s
entry slot and wait until the bal-
lot is dropped into the semi-
transparent ballot box. If the
ballot is rejected, the BEI will
allow for another re-entry, but if
rejected again, the voter will not
be issued a replacement ballot.

After that, the voter is ex-
pected to return the secrecy
folder and marking pen to the
BEI chairman.

The BEI chairman will in
turn apply indelible ink at the
base and extend it to the cuticle
of the right forefinger nail of the
voter, who will then be in-
structed to affix his or her
thumbmark in the space in the
Election Day Computerized Vot-
ers List (EDCVL).

What happens after voting?
The GI says that after the

voting, the BEI chairman will
record the quantity of unused
ballots, which will be torn in half
lengthwise. One half will be
given to the election officer for
safekeeping while the other half
will be placed in a compartment

of the ballot box.
The BEIs will then close the

voting by entering several
codes into the poll machine,
which will make the PCOS unit
print eight copies of the elec-
tion returns for national posi-
tions and another eight for lo-
cal positions.

The BEI chairman will pub-
licly announce the total number
of votes received by each can-
didate, which will also be posted
on a wall within the polling
place. After 48 hours, he or she
will take the list and keep it in
his or her custody.

On the other hand, the
PCOS unit will transmit the
elect ion reports using a
transmission cable and a mo-
dem. If successful, the re-
ports will be transmitted to
other precincts, the Comelec
mainframe, its other offices,
and other stakeholders.

After transmission, the poll
machine will print 22 more cop-
ies of the election returns, a
copy of the audit log report, and

General Instructions (GI) for May 10 Automated Elections
a copy of the statistical report.

Where do the votes go?
The Comelec said that the

eight initial copies of election
returns will be sealed, placed in
an envelope and sealed again.

The poll body said that the
election returns will be distrib-
uted to the city or municipal
board of canvassers, Congress,
Comelec, four accredited citi-
zens’ arm, dominant majority and
minority parties, ballot box, 10
accredited national parties aside
from the first two, two accred-
ited major local parties, four na-
tional broadcast or print media
entities, two local media outfits,
and one to be posted on a wall
within the polling place.

Upon termination of the
counting of votes at the precinct
level, the BEI shall place inside
the ballot box the sealed enve-
lopes containing the election
returns, minutes, and half-torn
and rejected ballots.

The ballot box will be locked
with four locks, one of which is
self-locking and is serially num-

bered. The keys to the three
other padlocks, on the other
hand, will be placed in separate
envelopes that are to be sealed
and signed by the BEIs.

Meanwhile, the PCOS will be
turned over to the support tech-
nician in the voting center.

Earlier, the Comelec said
each clustered precinct will have
at least three BEIs. It said that
they plan to tap about 245,000
teachers to serve as BEIs in next
year’s polls.

Poll machine supplier
Smartmatic-TIM, on the other
hand, said that they will be de-
ploying about 48,000 technical
support crew. It said that they
will deploy one technician for
every two precincts.

The poll body said that
there will be about 37,062 vot-
ing centers and 74,427 clustered
precincts. Each clustered pre-
cinct will have one PCOS ma-
chine, each of which can sup-
posedly accommodate up to
1,000 voters. (Thank you to Mr.
Lito De Torres for the info.)
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Noe Lineses SILVER BULLET

The Puerto Galera Fortnightly Journal
Published by PGOL Printing Press Telefax: 043-287-3101

Website: www.puertogalera.org    E-mail: info@puertogalera.org
Melody C. Lineses - Publisher

Help Us Help Puerto Galera, www .puertogalera.org

Small La Laguna Beach, Sabang
Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro

5203 Philippines
Tel/Fax: +63 (43) 287-3227

E-mail: resort@portofino.com.ph

“For the discriminating traveler, desiring
and deserving the very best...

at very reasonable prices.”

Puerto Galera’s only beach front
Italian-Spanish condominium and resort hotel.

Portofino is the Asia home of “Huevos Rancheros” –
Famous throughout the Western Pacific.

Tamaraw Falls Resort?
There will be one more reason why tourist will go to Puerto Galera.

Not just because of diving; or because of White Beach.  But once
we fully agree on a new concept, Tamaraw Falls as a Special Interest
Resort, then there will be another potent reason why tourists would
flock to Puerto Galera.

Tamaraw Falls is a major tourist asset, a major tourist attraction.
However, its full potential has not been fully realized.

Let us for a moment dream of a dream.
A Tamaraw Falls with a huge, world-class and safe natural swim-

ming pool.  A Tamaraw Falls with a world-class restaurant and con-
ference facility.  A Tamaraw Falls with bright lights illuminating its
magical beauty during the night.  A  Tamaraw Falls with a mini-zoo
and an orchidarium showcasing Puerto Galera’s rich flora and fauna.

A Tamaraw Falls now easily accessible by land, visited by hun-
dreds of tourists, earning millions for the municipality, giving em-
ployment to many and more opportunities for the jeepney drivers,
for the tricycle drivers, for the vendors, for everyone.

Now let us wake up and see if this dream can be a reality.
The annual budget of the municipality is nearing 90 million pesos

if we include the EUF collections.  Only a very small fraction, per-
haps 500,000 is allocated for tourism – an amount that will have a
very small impact in tourism promotion and development.

Now, if all of us agree that tourism is our main source of liveli-
hood, then we should all agree to invest more for tourism, right?  If
the Sangguniang Bayan can appropriate 15 million pesos over a pe-
riod of 3 years for tourism promotion and tourism development in-
cluding the development of Tamaraw Falls as a Special Interest Re-
sort, this is a HUGE step forward in the RIGHT direction.

One step towards the realization of another dream – that there will
be no more LOW SEASON for tourism.  We can only dream for
now.  Dream that we have Councilors attuned to the needs of tour-
ism – that will boldly, ably represent the tourism sector in the
Sangguniang Bayan.  Help me make this dream come true.
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puertodegalera.com
Online Community Forum for  Visitors and Residents of Puerto Galera

Sa liderato ni Mayor
Hubbert Dolor ay nagkaroon ng
bagong “fiesta” ang Puerto
Galera na kung saan lahat ng
sektor ay nakisama sa
masayang selebrasyon ng fiesta
ng Immaculada Concepcion.

Mula December 1 hanggang
December 15 ay nagkaroon ng
masayang palabas na
pinamahalaan at nilahokan ng
ibat-ibang grupo.  Isa na dito
ang grupo ng mga senior citi-
zen na walang patid ang papuri
kay Mayor Dolor sa
pagkakataong ibinigay sa kanila
upang mag-sama-sama at maka-
pagpalabas ng kanilang mga
talento sa maraming tao.

Ani ng isang senior citizen:
“Sa panahon lang ni Mayor

Dolor, nagkaroon ng papel
kaming mga senior citizen sa fi-
esta ng bayan.”

Tuwang-tuwa ang mga se-
nior citizen at ganundin ang mga
nanonood sa ipinamalas na
pagsasayaw, pagkanta at iba
pang talento ng mga
matatandang Galeran.

Gaya ng mga senior citizen,
aktibong nakilahok ang mga guro,
mag-aaral, Barangay Dulangan,
Puerto Galera Academy, School
of the Nation, mga barangay,
grupo ng mga drivers at mga
mamamayang na nagpamalas ng
galing at talento.  Bawat gabi ay
dinumog ng maraming tao na
masayang nanood sa palabas ng
bawat grupo.

Nagkaroon din ng Grand

Parade na halos umabot ng
isang kilometro ang haba ng mga
sumali sa parada noong Decem-
ber 7.  Noong araw ding yaon
ay pinarangalan ang lahat ng
mga naging Mayor ng Puerto
Galera na lubos na ikinagalak ng
mga pamilya ng mga dating ama
ng bayan.  Pinarangalan din ang
mga negosyante na pinaka-
malaking magbayad ng buwis.

Ang Komitiba na namahala
ay pinamunuan ni Mayor
Hubbert Dolor kasama ang
kanyang Vice Chairman na si
Jimmy Delgado at mga kasapi -
mga konsehales na sina Jay-Jay
Evangelista, Polying Lopez, Grace
Magbuhos - at sina Marlon
Lopez, Edwin Suzara, Ed Axalan,
Melchor Arago at Noe Lineses.

Mahal kong mga kababayan,
Bago ang lahat, nais ko po

kayong batiin ng isang
Masaganang Bagong Taon.
Batid po natin ang mga naging
pagsubok na dinaanan natin
noong isang taon, ang
pandaigdigang krisis pinansyal,
ang sunod-sunod na kalamidad,
ang masasamang balita - lahat
ng ito’y nagpahina sa ating
industriya ng turismo.  Umaasa
po tayong lahat na sa 2010 ay
hindi lamang tayo
makakabangon bagkus ay
ipapakita natin sa buong mundo
na kayang sumabay ng Puerto
Galera sa malawakang
pagbabago... pagbabago tungo
sa higit na maunlad na bukas.

Ang akin pong primary ad-
vocacy ay mawala ang panahon
ng tag-hina (low season) ng
turismo natin at ang magkaroon
ng maraming trabaho ang ating
mga kababayan.

Naranasan ko po parehas
ang gobyerno at pribadong
sektor, at kasalukuyan ang
negosyo ko ay may relasyon sa
turismo.  Batid ko po ang samut-
saring problema ng industriya,
batid ko rin po kung ano ang
mga pinaka-mabisang solusyon
para mawala na ang low season
ng turismo natin.

Kailangan ng mahalagang
“intervention” ng pamahalaan -
lalo na sa usapin ng Tourism
Promotion at Tourism Develop-
ment, sa usapin ng mga dapat
amendahang ordinansa, dapat
mga itakdang ordinansa na

napatutungkol sa regulasyon sa
mga aktibidad pang-turismo,
pagpapa-unlad sa mga
serbisyong pang-turismo,
tamang pagsosona (zoning) at
pagpapaplano, proteksyon ng
kalikasan at ang higit sa lahat
ang pagdagdag ng pondo para
sa turismo.

Batid din nating lahat na
pag malakas ang turismo ay
maraming umuusbong na
trabaho.  Kapag mahina ang
turismo, marami ang nawawalan
ng trabaho.

Dapat mag-invest ang
pamahalaan natin sa turismo.
Kung noon ay 500,000 kada taon
lang ang pera para sa turismo,
dapat sa sunod ay 5,000,000 na
kada taon ang ilagak para sa
Tourism Promotion at Tourism
Development.  Mas malaking
budget, mas malaking
magagawa para mawala na ang
low season.

Saan naman natin gagas-
tahin ang nasabing pondo?
Antabayanan ninyo ang kada
labas ng dyaryong ito sa ibat-
ibang item na paglalagakan natin
ng pondo.

Isa diyan ang pagkakaroon
natin ng isang Tourism
Masterplan na siyang bibliya ng
ating turismo.

Sa Masterplan makikita
natin ang Strengths (Lakas),
Weakenesses (Hina), Opportu-
nities (opurtunidad) at Threats
(panganib) ng industriya ng
turismo.

Pangunahin ang magiging

papel ng Sangguniang Bayan sa
ating layunin na mawala ang
low season ng turismo.

Kailangan maging bukas
ang isipan ng mga konsehal sa
pagbabago, sa mga bagong
teknolohiya, sa mga mungkahi
mula sa mga negosyante.

Maraming hamon na
sasalubungin tayo sa 2010.
Dapat nating paghandaang
mabuti sapagkat 2 lamang ang
pwede nitong patunguhan, sa
paganda o sa pasama.

Malakas ang ugong ng
balita na bubuksan na ang Abra
de Ilog - Puerto Galera road.
Kamakailan lang ay nakausap ko
ang isang kontratista na
nagsabi na 1 bilyong piso ang
pondo para sa nasabing
proyekto.  Sinabi rin niya na
anumang araw ay sisimulan ng
ang proyekto at ito raw ay hindi
sakop ng election ban.  Gaya ng
pagsasa-ayos natin sa turismo,
ang usaping ito ay kailangan
ding paghandaan, pag-aralang
mabuti ng Sangguniang Bayan.
Maari itong magdulot ng
ibayong kaunlaran at maari din
itong magbigay sa ating bayan
ng maraming suliranin.

Bago ko po tapusin ang
mensahe ko sa isyung ito, ako
pa ay nakikiramay sa pamilya ni
Konsehala Eden Atienza.  Si
Konsehala Eden po ay isa sa
aking mga bayani.  Isa po siyang
tao na may prinsipyo,
paninindigan at tunay na
karapat-dapat na tawaging
kagalang-galang.
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Si Noe Lineses ay ipinanganak at
lumaki sa Puerto Galera, anak ni Ka
Pabling Lineses, na kilalang
mangagamot at naglingkod bilang OIC
Mayor ng Puerto Galera.

Nag-aral siya sa UP Diliman at
naging lider ng isang organisasyong
ng mga kabataan ng Oriental Mindoro
noong 1992.  Noong taon ding yaon
siya ay naging No. 1 Councilor at
humawak ng mga mabibigat na komitiba
ng Sangguniang Bayan.

Hanggang sa ngayon
nakikinabang ang Puerto Galera sa mga
ordinansang isa siya sa may-akda.

1.Ordinansa na nagsasa-ayos ng
patubig (1994).

2.Ordinansa para sa mga tricycle
(TFRC).

3.Ordinansa para sa mga yate
(Mooring Block Ordinance).

4.Ordinansa nag-sasaayos ng
trapiko sa Poblacion.

5.Ordinansa para magkaroon ng
Opisina ng Turismo.

Ngayon siya ay isang manunulat
at me mga negosyong me relasyon sa
mga bagong teknolohiya at turismo.
Kahit hindi na siya konsehal, tumulong
siya para isulat ang 2 sa mga
mahahalagang ordinansa ng bayan.

1.Ordinansa para sa mga Videoke
Bars ni Konsehala Minda Justiniano.
Isang ordinansa para mabigyan ng
mga tamang regulasyon ang
negosyong Videoke Bar matapos ang
sunod-sunod na kaguluhang nangyari
sa Poblacion.

2.Ordinansa para sa BMBE ni
Konsehal Danny Enriquez.  Isang
ordinansa na tutulong ng malaki sa mga
maliliit na negosyante subalit
hanggang sa ngayon ay konti lang ang
may alam at hindi pinakikinabangan sa
bayan natin.

Tinanong namin siya sa kanyang
mga pananaw sa ibat-ibang isyu ng
bayan.

T: Meron ba tayo magagawa para
i-kontrol ang presyo ng bilihin?

S: Limitado ang magagawa natin sa
ilalim ng batas subalit ako ay
naniniwala na pwedeng tulungan ng
pamahalaan ang mga negosyante
upang mapababa ang kanilang
gastusin sa pag-angkat ng mga
pangunahing produkto at sa ganun ay
mapababa ang presyo ng bilihin.
Naniniwala rin ako sa “power” ng
kooperatiba na napatunayan sa

maraming lugar na epektibong
solusyon sa pag-kontrol sa presyo ng
bilihin.

T: Paano natin papaunlarin ang
turismo?

Ang turismo ang “lifeblood” ng
bayang ito.  Ang problema ng turismo
ay hindi kayang resolbahin ng
pamahalaan lamang subalit ang
pamahalaan ang dapat manguna sa pag-
resolba ng mga problema ng turismo
natin.  Magsagawa ng malawakang
plano na kung saan magkaroon tayo ng
“honest-to-goodness assessment”
kung ano ang meron tayo at ano ang
wala tayo.  Alam nating lahat na
maganda ang bayan natin subalit
dumarating pa rin ang panahon ng tag-
hirap, low season na matagal pa sa high
season.  Naniniwala ako na sa tamang
pagplaplano at pagkakaisa ng lahat ay
mawawala ang low season, dadagsa ang
turista, sisigla ang negosyo at
manganganak ng maraming trabaho.

Naniniwala ako na pinakamalaki ang
papel ng Sangguniang Bayan sa
kaunlaran ng turismo natin sa dahilan
na ito ang may kapangyarihang
magtakda ng mga polisiya at batas,
mag-takda ng tamang budget para sa
promotion at development ng turismo
at agad na tumugon sa mga
problemang may kaugnayan sa
industriya.

T: Ano ang papel ng kabataan sa
ating bayan?

S: Ika nga ng isang presidentiable,
“ang kabataan ay hindi lamang pag-
asa ng bayan, dapat siya maasahan na
ng bayan”.  Kapansin-pansin na marami
sa ating mga kabataan ay walang paki-
alam sa nangyayari sa kanilang
kapaligiran.  Bigyan natin ng papel at
hikayatin natin ang mga kabataan na
tumulong sa pagpapa-unlad sa bayan
natin.  Huwag nating sabihin na ang

kabataan ay para sa isports lamang
manapay kaakibat dapat sila sa mga
plano para sa bayan ng Puerto Galera.

T: Paano mapapangalagaan ang
kapakanan ng mga katutubo?

S: Marami ng batas na ginawa para
mapangalagaan ang kapakanan ng mga
katutubo subalit dapat gumawa ng
mga ordinansa na magbibigay ngipin
laban sa pang-aabuso sa mga kapatid
nating Mangyan.  Naniniwala rin ako
na dapat araling mabuti ang karanasan
sa Cordillera at Mountain Province na
kung saan naging magandang
hanapbuhay ang pagpapakita ng
kultura ng mga katutubo sa mga turista.

T: Ano ang masasabi mo sa
pagiging First Class Municipality
natin?

S: Dapat nating i-congratulate ang
bawat isa sa pagiging First Class ng
bayan natin.  Naniniwala ako na dahil
First Class na tayo ay dapat maging
First Class din ang serbisyo ng
pamahalaan natin.  At sa palagay ko
ay nasa tamang daan ang tinatahak
natin.  Hindi madali ang posisyon ng
mga namumuno sa atin, napakaraming
puna at batikos na maririnig at
ipupukol.  Naniniwala ako na ang
isang lider ay dapat i-welcome ang
lahat ng puna at hikayatin ang lahat
na tumulong sa paglutas ng mga
problema ng bayan.

Napakaraming hamon na dapat
nating tugunan.  Nandyan ang
hamon ng kahirapan, kawalan ng
trabaho at sobrang taas ng presyo
ng mga bilihin.  Nandyan ang hamon
ng kalikasan, ang pagkalbo sa ating
rainforest, ang malawakang
kamangmangan sa kahalagahan at
relasyon ng kapaligiran sa turismo
natin.  Nandyan ang hamon sa
kultura at kaluluwa ng ating bayan,
ang kawalang pahalaga sa
natatanging kasaysayan ng bayan
natin at ang pagiging materialistic na
unti-unting bumubura sa ating
kinagisnang kultura.

Napakalaki ng papel ng
Sangguniang Bayan sa pag-sulong o
sa pag-atras ng ating bayan.
Napakaraming ordinansa na dapat
gawin, baguhin at limbagin.  Kung ang
Mayor ang may hawak ng timon, ang
mga konsehal ang mga tripulante na
katulong upang makarating sa
matiwasay na pampang ang barkong
sinasakyan nating lahat.
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Automation na sa halalan sa Mayo
Puspusan ang ginagawang

paghahanda ng COMELEC sa kauna-
unahang halalan na gamit ay automa-
tion.  Bagama’t napapabalita na de-
layed o huli na sa schedule ang
COMELEC sa mga paghahanda, sinabi
ni COMELEC Chairman Jose Melo na
hindi kailangang mag-alala sapagkat
may sapat pang panahong natitira
bago ang eleksyon sa May 10.

Sa ilalim ng RA 9369 inilunsad ang
poll automation upang palitan ang
kinagisnan nating manual election.
Layunin ng automation na mapabilis
ang halalan, ang bilangan nang sa
gayun ay maiwasan ang mga
pandaraya tuwing eleksyon.
Ano ang gagawin ng botante?

Sa araw ng halalan, pupunta ang
botante sa voting center at doon ay
hahanapin niya ang kanyang
pangalan, ang kanyang presinto at ang
sequence number sa nakapaskil na
voters list.  Ang mga impormasyon na
ito ay ibibigay niya sa BEI (teacher).

Tatawagin ng BEI ang botante
kapag na-segurado ang kanyang
pagkaka-kilanlan (identity).

Bibigyan ang botante ng isang
balota na kung saan nakasulat na lahat
ang pangalan ng lahat ng kandidato
mula Pangulo hanggang Konsehal.

Bibigyan din ang botante ng isang
“secrecy folder” at isang marker na
gagamitin niya sa pagboto.

Ang tamang pag-boto ay
sapamamagitan ng pag-shade sa bilog
na malapit sa pangalan ng kandidatong
ibinoboto.  Dapat ay mahigit sa 50%
ang ma-shade para tanggapin ng PCOS
(makina na bibilang sa boto).  Kung
mali ang pag-shade ay isusuka ng
makina ang balota at bibigyan pa ang

botante ng isa pang pagkakataon
upang mag-fill-up ng balota.

Isa sa dapat iwasan ay ang
“overvoting” - na kung saan sobra ang
ibinotong kandidato.  Halimbawa, kung
9 ang nalagyan ng shade sa listahan
ng konsehal, iyan ay “overvoting”
sapagkat 8 lang ang kailangan.  Kapag
nag-overvote ay “invalid” o hindi
mabibilang ng makina ang boto sa mga
konsehal subalit ang boto sa mayor at
iba pa ay mananatiling “valid” at ito ay
bibilangin ng makina.

Kapag tapos na sa pag-fill-up ng
balota, lalapit sa makina ang botante
at kanyang isusuot sa makina ang
balota.  Kapag tama ang lahat, ang
balota ay derecho sa ballot box.

Ibabalik ng botante ang “secrecy
folder” at marker sa BEI.

Lalagyan ng BEI chairman ng in-
delible ink ang kuko ng kanang
hintuturo ng botante.  Pagkatapos ay
mag-lalagay ng thumbmark ang
botante sa isang form ng COMELEC.

Ang botohan ay magsisimula 6 ng
umaga at magtatapos ng 7 ng gabi.

Malalaman agad ang resulta ng
botohan kapag isinara ng BEI ang
pagboto.  Magpi-print ng resulta at
bibigyan ng kopya ang mga partido.
Agad na ipapadala “electronically” ang
resulta ng botohan sa bawat presinto
sa munisipyo, at ang makina sa
munisipyo ang magpapadala sa
probinsya, at ang makina sa probinsya
ang magpapadala sa national.
Inaasahan lamang na sa loob ng 48
oras ay malalaman na ang bagong
presidente ng Pilipinas.  Sa lokal naman
ay inaasahan na sa loob ng 2 oras ay
alam na ang bagong Mayor, Vice Mayor
at mga konsehal.


