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A resort owner here hasinn resort in Puerto Galera hasng into the agreement withogt

&2 = . .
Walking the Extra Mile For :_ N Raps filed agalnst Mayor D0|C‘f

The Youth of Puerto Galera
Puerto Galera mayor for the reGalera Mayor Hubbert Christo-ful owner of the property ir

Q'Ee q)lleﬁ & covery of his land propery andpher Dolor to prevent him in Barangay Baclayan, the pronf
O a ra a petition for the issuance of antering into an agreement witment Kalaw family of Batangag.
temporary restraining order andPuerto Galerg/ater Consortium “In this project, the Puert

an injuction to the Regional Trialcomposed of JL Business &Galera government will give thl

|
Court to desist the chief execuTechnology Consultangync., three-hectare property to tije
tive into entering an agreemenOppax Group, Holdings, Inc.,private proponent for free,

with a private company for thePro-Environment ConsortiumMalcontento told The Star adq-

development, construction andand Sanlahi Builders Corp.  ing that the Kalaws originally
operation of water systeminthe In his 15-page complaint,lent the property to the munic
area. Malcontento alleged that thepal government 19 years ago fpr

Lawyer Ben Malcontento municipality of Puerto Galerathe layering of the 2000 metgr

presenting Mulawin Invest-through Dolor has eminentlypipeline leading to the watdr
Volume 4 No. 15 October 16-30, 2@0BGOnline I3ublI('.:atIOIr]n?entInc the owner of Kalawshowed its intention in enter- >>>0n page

For many weeks now from MIRANT worth 4 million irritates most residents and bUSIre I nve Stl g ate g raft Ca e

Puerto Galera residents hav@esos a day More electricity nessmen are the frequent

been suffering from high powerfrom them means higher powebrownouts that have been Oriental Mindoro
rates and frequent brownoutsrate for the consumers. plaguing Puerto Galera forRep.Rodolfo G/alencia has
What is most depressing isthat  ORMECO  consumers weeks now While writing this asked the Sandiganbayan to rq
no one seems to be doing anyshould find out more about thearticle, there were three brownview and reinvestigate a graft
thing to address the problemcontract with the power produc-outs that occur at short intervatase involving a P2.5 million
The people have not seen leacers. Business leaders and gowand then the fourth which lasteccalamity loan fund which the
ership from any government of-ernment officials should find for almost 10 hours. provincial government of
ficial to get answers from theways to decrease the price of The brownouts can happerMindoro extended to a private
power supplier of Mindoro, electricity now that the price of anytime but mostly during theboat owner 14 years ago.

may consider to grant his r¢-
quest in the interest of justide
and fairness.

“I have explained this to thg
Honorable Justices and | ajn
happy that it may now be po$-
sible for me and my colleagugs
to make the proper presentatipn
of evidence in the course ofja

ORMECO. fuel is going down. night. A power outage can hap-  After the adverse decision| : reinvestigation and review
Mr. Roman Arafio of Mayor Hubbert Dolor re- pen even during fine weatheof the Sandiganbayan againgt the case,Valencia said.
ORMECO said that the ratecently said that a hydro-electricwhich makes more people wonhim, Valencia delivered an im- | » One of théTen Outstandin
since September is 10.6638 pgpower plant may be possible forder as to the cause. passioned speech at the plda L Young Men awardees of t
kwh. The reason for the in-Puerto GaleraAside from this, Last SeptembeArafio said nary session of Congress, sayresult of natural calamities thatPhilippine Jaycees in the 198(s,
crease is because of ORMEGO'PHESI has been meeting witlthat the brownouts happenedng that utmost care must behit the province. the lawmaker branded the cafe

contract with MIRANT a power officials regarding the multi-bil- when ORMECO was replacingexercised by the courts to spare Lawyers’ procedural legal against him as politically moti
producer that sells electricity tolion wind farm to be constructedthe 5m\A transformer in the the innocent ones in decidingoversight should not be con-vated and vendetta driven, ahd
ORMECO at approximately 12at the mountain offabinay Minolo sub-station with a big- cases. sidered as the ultimate basis iflamed it on his detractors arjd
pesos per kwh. Even ifBoth these power plants willger 10 m\A transformer Valencia, adjudged as ardeciding cases, saMalencia, political rivals.

NAPOCOR and the other powerproduce electricity at a muchORMECO had to do this to copeoutstanding congressman andvho was governor of Mindoro ~ “You can, therefore, imagi
producers sell electricity at halflower cost. If more power pro-with the increasing power de-governor for many years,when the calamity loan was ex-our shock and surprise when We
the price of MIRANT the final ducers will sell electricity at 6 mand of Puerto Galera. showed his colleagues Presitended. learned about the adverse d

the power producers. the rates will also go down.  transformer was no longerby then President Fidél Ramos plained his appeal for reviewagainst us,” he said. The O
Arafio said ORMECOisun-  Frequent brownouts enough for Puerto Galera andn 1993 declaring a State of Caand reinvestigation of the caséoudsman has previously di

der contract to buy electricity  More than the rates, what >>> on page 6 lamity in Mindoro Oriental as ato the anti-graft justices who >>> on page 2|
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Sabang, Puerto Galera
ORIENTA Oriental Mindoro, Philippines

Tel Mo, :+63-43 287 3559
SABANG HILL RESORT  ,rientalsabanghill@hotmail.com
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www,sabanghill.com
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The Provincial Board after  The rejection of the amend-what acts will be penalized.
reviewing an ordinance regulating ordinance made its oppo- Before an ordinance canbe Following orders from [&&
ing the construction of cellular nents happy including a formerimplemented, the ProvincialMayor Hubbert Dolor to go af-
sites, towers and repeatersouncilor who said that open-Board must first review andter illegal loggers, the police cap
(CSTR) decided to send it backng all the barangays to cellulatthen approve the municipal ortured more than 600 hundreg
to the Municipal Council for towers will contribute to more dinance. board feet of abadoned logs irf
corrections. unsightly structures in Puerto  In determining the validity Balatero last October 2.

The Municipal Council ap- Galera. of the ordinance, the Provincial ~ This was the second accom
proved Municipal Ordinance  The Committee on Trans-Board considers both its formplishment for the police who in-
No. 07-07 which allowed cellu- portation and Communicationsand substance. The Board saitgrcepted a truck laden with mordig
lar communication companies taand the Committee on Lawsthat in substance the ordinancer less 500 board feet of illegal®
construct cellular towers in allOrdinances and Legal Matterss alright but when it comes tolumber last September 23.
the barangays of Puerto Galeraof the Provincial Board said thatform, the ordinance is lacking. ~ Mayor Hubbert Dolor and
The new ordinance amendedhe title “regulating the con-  Councilor Jayjay Evan- Police ChiefArt Catalbas are .
Ordinance No. 04-20 which lim- struction” of CSTR iswrong. ~ gelista, one of the sponsors o$tepping up drive against illega s
ited the establishment of cellu-  The joint committees askedthe amending ordinance saidogging after various sectorsi——= '
lar towers in 3 barangays,the Council what will be regu- that the Council will consider had voiced alarm over the unrethe illegal loggers. Wolf said that almost all th

Ordinance on “towers” back to Councjpolice score twice versus illegal logding

namelyVillaflor, Tabinay and lated now that construction willthe advice of the Provinciallenting destruction of the  The remaining rainforest isBIG trees are gone, lost to ill4-
Dulangan. be allowed in all barangays andBoard. rainforest. only 20 percent according togal logging.
Although no one was appre-Michael Wolf, a German resi- ED: To the POLICE, Than

V I 1 k t t .I: 1 hended, the total amount of thelent who has been actively camyou for a job well done. W
a enCIa aS S Cour O LR rom p . recovered logs will reach morepaigning to save the rainforeshiope that your efforts will pu

Code of 1991 that every Ioca“]an 40,000 pesos, a big blow tdor many years. an end to illegal logging....
stantive evidence. credit agreement between théhe powers necessaappropri-

The case stemmed from grovincial government and theate or incidental for its efficient pS fl |ed agal nSt Mayor' e from p ) 1

P2.5 million loan the provincial boat’s owner Engr Alfredo and effective governance, anmaservoir partnership with private propo-not even owned by the munig
government entered into onAtienza, payable monthly within those which are essential to the “Pinahihiram lang ng mga nents in rehabilitating the waterpality,” Malcontento said.
January 12, 1994 with the owner period of one and a half yeargoromotion of the general welfar&alaw ang property apparentlysystem of Puerto Galera. In the proposed memora[

missed the same administrativetituency”
case for lack of merit and sub- Valencia said the loan was gyovernment unit shall exercisp

of a private boat for its repairto  He said at the height of the It also stipulates that théor public consumption, pero  “Actually the projectis laud- dum of agreement, which is co
be used to save lives and denatural disasterdtienza was chief executive of a province ikung private entity na ang gagamitible because it will benefit thesidered in a final planning stag
liver relief goods following three willing to make available his roll- empowered to carry out sucht pagkakakitaan, ibang usapan naeople, but along the wagro- the financier of the said projeg§t
natural calamities that devason, roll-off boat for disaster re-emergency measures as mayysn,” Malcontento said cedures have been disregardedill be the municipal govern
tated Oriental Mindoro in 1993. lief operations, provided the pro-necessary during and in the af- Malcontento said the com-including the bidding proce- ment which violates the Build,

He emphasized that givernvincial government shoulders itstermath of man-made natural cataint aroused in January wherdures, no municipal resolutionOperate and Transfer ruling,

the same situation, “I will not repair to make it operational. lamities and disasters. Dolor started to announce to thdor the mayor to negotiate andsaid Malcontento.
hesitate to repeat what | did for Valencia cited the provi- By: Johnny Dayang, Manila public through local newspapersnost importantlythey are giv- By: Arnell Ozaeta, Philipping
the sake and welfare of my consions of the Local GovernmentBulletin, Sept. 21, 2008 that he will enter into a businessng a private property which isSar, September 23, 2008

| got wrecked at | Ty O Phitippines  Pucrie Gatera

OCTOPU FWERS F\W illa Sabang Resort
n ALL PADI COURSES . L8P BEACHFRONT SWIMPOOL
MULTILINGUAL I."\l.’STRlI(."TIDf‘«IS-]"?r A "?"J i+ BAR AND RESTAURANT
. DIVING IN SMALL GROUPS '!‘ ERNNG 36 ROOMS 18 WITH AIRCON
Since 1983 MORE THAN 30 DIVE SITES -~ , FROM STANDARD TO SUITE

ONLY MINUTES AWAY BILLARDS AND RELAX AREA

THE DIVER’'S RESORT FQUIPMENT RENTAL MONEY CHANGE/SAFETY BOX
Sabang Beach, Puerto Galera BOOK YOUR UNDERWATER ADVENTURE WITH OCTOPUS DIVERS NOW:

Tels. (043) 287-3071/0973 496 691

Mobile: 0917 540 4570 www,octopusdi\'ers.org hﬁo@octopusdivers.org

. /info. . .ph
captngreggs@gmx.net / info.captngreggs.com.p call: (63) 043 287 3019 mobile; (63) 0919 397 0811

Western Style Accommodation

Seaside Restaurant Serving

Dive Shop - Over 30 Dive Sites f’f 3
PA.D.l. Coursesin English, German, Swedish

42-Foot Dive Boat New R'och ?ﬁ m ;
\ A .

Trips To Palawan -
NITROX and Technical Courses Roll B L)
Package Prices Available en qr
Manila Contact:
Swagman Hotel, Ermita, Manila 7 p !7
Tel. 523-3663 or 523-650 43 M a gﬂ* ’- ne
International Food Gin Juice
Bar B Que Very Cold Beer T‘El . 043 - 287'3 38 1
Mexican Food All Rooms With Cable TV .
Biggest Meals Hot And Cold Water M ue I I EF Pﬂb l aclon

Best Atmosphere Chuck Burger Puerto Galera, Or. Mindoro
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Bantay Dagat:
On the frontline of marine conservation

The Bantay Dagat was cre-ermen coming from poor fami- The MPA was meant to protect
ated to help in the enforcementies were set free but their fish-the spawning and breeding arn
of ordinances and laws relatedng implements including the eas so that more fish will be
to the protection of Puertocompressor were confiscated. caught in the outlying areas. |
Galeras marine resources. Com- Like any organization, the was also meant to protect the
posed of a small group of fish-Bantay Dagat needs funds tgopular dive sites which are th¢
ermen, the Bantay Dagat figurede able to function &ctively. major draw to Puerto Galera fo
in the news two years ago whefwo years ago, municipalfof divers from all over the world.
they caught several illegal fish-cials promised them that some Clearly the 500 pesos §
ermen. That time they were upfunds from the Environmentalmonth allowance is small but it
set with the government, sincdJser Fee (EUF) will be given for does help a lot.
allegedly a former official was the operations of the Bantay The municipal government
the one giving permission to theDagat. This promise might notmust encourage volunteerism
illegal fishermen. be fulfilled as the remaining EUF especially from the fishermen.

Now the Bantay Dagat isfunds have been budgeted for More funding should be al-
again at the frontline of marinethe Sewerage Treatment Plaribcated for the operations of the
conservation, going after illegalof Sabang. HoweveMayor Bantay Dagat. They need fagt
fishing. Several fishermen fromDolor said that members of themotorboats, fuel, binoculars,
Minolo and another bunch fromBantay Dagat are getting arcamera and others which will
Batangas were caught neahonorarium of 500 pesos ahelp while they monitor the seas
Escarceo Point. The fishermemonth. againstillegal fishing.
were photographed, fined and The government passed the Both the government and
later presented to MayorMarine Protecte@reas (M) the private sector especially
Hubbert Dolor The Mayor gave ordinance which defined activi-dive aficionados should help
them a stern warning. The fishties allowed within said areasthe Bantay Dagat.

FSL boats now run on biodiesel

A shipping company has
recently started using biodiese
on its motorized bancas,
Rockey llagan of Father and
Son Shipping Lines (FSL) said
that three of their ferries are now
using a mixture of 70 percent
biodiesel and 30 percent con
ventional diesel as fuel.

“Using biodiesel marks our
firm commitment to help the} -
preservation of the environmeny
and to continue our tradition of
innovativeness,” said llagan
who is soon graduating with
Masters Degreee on Busines
Administration from the presti-
giousAsian Institute of Man-
agement.

Biodiesel is the name of a
clean burning alternative fuel,
produced from domestic, renew.
able resources. Biodiesel con
tains no petroleum, but it ca
be mixed with diesel to power
diesel engines with little or no
modifications. Itis better for the
environment because itis madéoats while on a workshopproduces biodiesel for both FSL|
from renewable resources andgponsored by his school inand Dos Palmas.
has lower emissions comparedaguio city He and long-time llagan said that the
to petroleum diesel. friend and classmate Ivan Lim,biodiesel that they are now pro

llagan said that aside fromson of the owner of Dos Palmasiucing will only be for the use
the benefits to the environmentResort in Palawan, were think-of their business. He said thajt
their company will also be ing of ways to reduce the operthere are many regulations i
spending much less on fuéd  ating costs of their businesseghey embark on a commercial
liter of fuel-grade biodiesel costlvan Lim manages the new Dosrenture. HoweveMr. Rockey
more or less one-half the cosPalmas Resort &ferde Island. Ilagan and Mrlvan Lim are se-
of petroleum diesel or approxi- llagan said that both FSLriously considering producing
mately 20 pesos per litelagan and Dos Palmas rely heavily orelectricity for the province of
added that because of the rediesel to power up the boats irMindoro using biodiesel. They
duction of the price of fuel, FSL the case of FSL and the Resolftelieve they can sell electricity]
might also lower the price of thein the case of Dos Palmas. to ORMECO at a much lower
ticket. The fare from Puerto The classmates began reeost than power plants using
Galera to Batangas increased teearching on biodiesel and mepetroleum diesel.
260 pesos per person during tha leading Filipino scientistwho  The two friends have great
hike in fuel prices last month. specializes on biodiesék short ideas for their business that wil

llagan said that he first con-time after that, they invested oralso benefit the people of
jured of using biodiesel on hisa processing plant that nowMindoro.

Councilor Kardo llagan, a strong adherent of biodiesel and
Pablito Balmes onboard Penguin 3 powered by biodiesel
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Garbage problem, abusive officia

and more on the water projec

Let me start with the water rehabilitaseparately handle their garbage.
tion project. We all know about the casebarangays spent thousands of pesos t
filed by Kiddo Kalaw against the projectholes and take care of their waste.

It is in the court now so we cannot com- But the question is: Shouldn’t the n

Concerns on EUF funds and the SW

When the Environmental User Fee (EUF) ORuerto Galera environmental protection ar]
I@ce was approved in January 2007, peopfeanagement?”

ought of how lucky the new Mayor was. He Kalaw said: “The remaining EUF are all§-
will have at his disposal millions of pesos focated for the SWTP for the next 10 years. That
environmental projects. means no funding for White Beach, Muelle ghd
Halfway through his 3-year term, Mayotthe rainforest. The local government is to gn-

P

d

Theiubbert Dolor now has more than 9 million pedertake a 170 million pesos water rehabilitatfon

D dégs EUF funds, way below the initial estimate @nd expansion (project) plus 107 million peqos
50 million pesos. Howevgihe amount which is for the SWTP This is all for water supply an
u-expected to reach 10 million pesos is still a lot @faste management infrastructure. What g¢od

hgEoney are these projects if there is not enough water

ment on the issue. The municipal legal conicipal government be handling the garb . :
When the term of the members of the Coast&lipply from the mountains by the time thgse

sultantAtty. Edilberto Bunquin said that theproblems of the barangays since we dqpaegesoume Management Board (CRMB) ended lasbjects are finished?”

ST
IaKvyer of KEIaWtSht%UId bed'rnoredpiﬁdfrgliar_:_)ﬁgeh;ees o :]hezjmunlmpalltyd E]eptemben’nany issues regarding the Environ- Environmentalists had warned that the c@n-
when speaking 1o the media an at a e Mayor had announced Severaj, ., yser Fee came out in the open. tinued destruction of the rainforest will resultfo

stgtements_pertaining to the case shouldilp®nths ago 'Fhat there will a new d'ump it®  The CRMB was supposed to play the leadweakening of the water supply
articulated in the proper forunilo speak somewhere in Dulangan. Councilor Uegng role in the implementation of the EUF ordi- Kalaw and Roxas are asking the Mayor fot
about the merits of the case might give uRersia said that the Council had authorzefance. Former CRMB member Kiddo Kalaw ig&o commit 65% for the SWTP of Sabang. H
due media mileage and pre-empt what the Mayor to use 60% of the EUF furjdssaying that the CRMB is just a rubber stamp faver, in the recent Malayang Dayalogo (Opgn
the mind of the reading public. for the purchase of the property for the rjewthe local government. Forum) in Big Lalaguna, the Mayor defendpd

Many people now are wondering whylumpsite. Howeverto make this into “Itis more like a clerk checking that the tire the project as an absolute necessitye Mayor
water is becoming inadequate. There alandfill they would need heavy equipm ntcrossed and Fhesi'dotted," says Kalgw . .said that tourists go to Sabang to swim and qive
theories formed mostly against Mayor Dowhich will be paid by the loan from Lajd K.aIaV\./ claims t.hat the EUF ordinance is nand.thaj[ the sea must be free from.collfo.rm cpn-
lor. We spoke with the head of the wateBank. This might take time as thice conflict with the ordinance that created the CRMBamination to make sure more tourists will cogne

ks off dh 6 d what hasl d fth i t Under the functions of the CRMB, it is theo Puerto Galera.
WOrKS 0 |(?e and he .Con Irmed what ha¥layor a!’] SOme o the councilors areflog 5 that “prepare and approve” the budget as The Mayor said that the “treasure” of Sabgng
been predicted long time ago by many etally against the loan.

well as handle the disbursement with the concuests in its beautiful dive sites.
vironmentalists. That sooner or later our i rence of the Sangguniang Bayan. This pertains The Mayor also allayed the concerns of Big
water supply will be affected by the unre- We have received disturbing reports fhato funds derived from the EUF Lalaguna residents saying that there will bejno
lenting destruction of the rainforest. some barangay officials are turning ifito  Howeverin the EUF ordinance it is the Mayorfoul odor and that the noise from the generafors

We have to be more resolute in protedbullies even going further as to verbally gndhat is in-charge of allocation and disbursemewbuld be minimal.

ing the watershed area. Remember the sfilwysically assault some of their constitughtsf EUF funds and the CRMB shall only performa  The Mayor would like to enter into an agre
gan, when the buying stops, the killing cafihe victims are too afraid to file a cofn-recommendatory function. . ‘ment with a private corporation under a Bui
too. The slogan can also apply to thglaint against these officials who norm:Jny So, what happens |fth_e Mayor disagrees witbperate-Tansfer spheme for the SWTHhe
rainforest of Puerto Galera. Those who buwarry a sidearm. the CRMB recommendation? Mayor reportedly will use 65% of the EUF colle

. . . . . Kalaw contends that this will not happen. tions to pay for the SWTP over a period of fLO
illegal logs are as guilty as the ones cutting To the victims, do nof[ be. afraid-here Kalaw enumerated the procedure: 1) Theears,
the trees. We have to make a concertedre many ways to get justice. One,

) ] ; g _ OYayor Allocates the EUF funds based on the Roxas posed the following questions:
effort to protect the rainforest if we wantan file a complaint in Sangguniang Baynpurposes identified in the Ordinance; 2. The Isthe SWTP the only priority area to allocdte
water to continue to flow in our faucets. The Council had already suspende

[ @RMB has no choice but to recommend the allaimost all unallocated collections? How abgut

ok Barangay Captain because of complgntsation as long as it is based on the purposé#ite Beach, Balatero, Sto. Nifio, Muell,
Garbage may soon take the top spot from his constituents. identified in the Ordinance; 3) The Council apPoblacion and the other tourist destinationsp
the list of Puerto Galers'most pressing  Two, you can file a complaint to the proves the allocation and recommendation. While waiting for the 10 years to expire,

0
problems. Soon it will be high season agambudsman or in any court. Kalaw who recently soughtfl@mporary Re- we have funds, plans, programs and policiel o)
and the volume of rubbish will be too much  Three, we can refer you to our friend instraining Order against the water rehabilitatiowe can prevent other places from becomingfthe
. .’ . roject of Mayor Dolor said that the Mayor hadext Sabang?
for\t/CE cugerttdlsposgl “si\)l/st:/lm. "t :Ee mecg)la \{vhoﬁ;\.lllll b%tot(;:ggpgé?\lex?sglready decided on where the EUF funds will be We agree 100% that the government shq
en a'a ero sai o More o.gar ese abusive btials. Bo ) an spent. address the wastewater problem NOBut allo-
bage, the big barangays, namalyhite GMA have TV programs that make puk

k W > Mayor Hubbert Dolor reportedly wants thecating 65% of the EUF on one project might fot
Beach, Sabang and Poblacion, were askdfficials account for their misdeeds. EUF to be allocated as follows: 65% will go to thbe judicious as this would mean ignoring otler

e-
d-

uld

c

Sabang Sewerage Treatment Plant (SWTP), 2@¥essing environmental concerns, like the ani-

will be the share of the barangays, 10% will bgilation of the rainforest, the mounting garbgge
I aliowment Fund and 5% will go to the Gemproblem, siltation, et ceter@nd who is askin
eral Fund of the municipality for the 65% - is it the private partner who will alpo
Another former CRMB membdRomeo Roxas, rehabilitate the water system? |If they are, then

The Puerto Galera Fortnightly Jou

Published by PGOL Printing Press Telefax: 043-287-3101

Website: www.puertogalera.org E-mail: info@puertogalera.org also voiced his concerns on the EUF allocatioperhaps we are giving them too much of the pie.
Emmanuel “Noe” L. Lineses - Publisher/Editor Roxas asked: “If the EUF funds are 100% When you seek medical advice and your fre
allocated, where are we going to get the funaet satisfied with the diagnosis, one normdlly

Help Us Help PG, www.puertogalera.org/donate.htm

for other urgent projects...for the rest o&sk for a second opinion.
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puertoga]era_org/foru Forumers urgent call: We need a hospita

s ] yankee if the mayor can it for a life-saving institution. told me that Mayor Dolor is talk
Forum for Visitors and Residents of Pueb Galera borrow 43 million canyou build ~ Travelling more than aning to the Locsins re: the land

ED: The C ity E f bsi | . - oim i from that amount a hospital?hour with bumpy roads to for the hospital. The land is Id
: The Community _om ot ourwe site, WL etogalera.og, Is ;eceiving maf?y_pOSt S any contractors who can an-calapan or a risky sea travel tacated near the boundary of Sfo.
members and we believe, although sometimes we do not agree with the opinions of the fo%{}é(?rm

. . . ) _ . is?l am sure many otheBatangas with your child or wife Nino and Balatero. That woul
that many _Of the_ldea_s and VIEWS md a inteesting and new§wthy. If you wish your views things needed inside can bgasping to death, with a cryingbe an ideal site. If there is a lard,
to be published n this ?ec“‘?”' Join the forum and share your ideas. A Forumer may use adBH%fed from foreign countriesheart; you may wish to die firstthen the next question would fje
name to potect hisfher identity maybeWilly Stellander can help than expecting your loving child financing the project.
COﬂtI nu I N adu It ed Ucathn In baran well .when we all go benot reaching that hospital Loan? Build Operate Trang-

g g ms project i am sure somebefore he/she can even manader? If itis BOT we need to en
BY: TAGABUNDOK professions. If they are all in-as duration of one completething get build.Right now i seeto close her eyes and finally sayice a project proponent who wiji
| believe that education isvolved in tourism then middle program. many foreigners leaving be-goodbye. No amount offund the project. If there w
not an exclusive exercise of acaef the week would probably be  An average class should be&ause they get older and feel natomfort can cover the pain,project proponent like in th
demic institutions but should bemore appropriate. But that wouldcomposed of at least 5 peopleomfortable in PG . just asking iagony regret when somebodywater rehab project then thht
quite accessible through sincerentail another private person tavith a maximum number of 20have no idea the cost of a smaljou love die in your arms...  would be the best option. But
and creative ways of organizonduct classes and not publiéor a more personal educationahospital, thanks Is that the right moment thatseems the hospital is less invjt-
ing people of many back-school teachers. assistance. More than that majikshrum: I'm sure 43 you will start cursing and ing than the water rehab proje
grounds to share their know-  Since it be a 2-hour sessionwould require another clasgmillion pesos is more thanblaming the world? No takers.
how with each otheAnd this first half will solely concentrate set-up. enough for this town to build a  But today is the right, pre-  If itis a loan, it will need 3
is usually possible through pri-on the learning of basic English ~ The revenue of course willdecent modern hospital with acious time that we can create &easibility study - how will the
vate clubs, civic groups, townwith three important compo- be divided between allowancesgompetent staff. loud clear voice and for our gov-government make the hospitgl
councils and even caring privatenents: a) conversational gramtokens and use of whatever utili- ~ With that kind of amount, ernment to act before any othesustainable... this is a long prp-
individuals. mar skills, b) vocabulary build- ties. | have thought up of P5even a 20 room hospital can b@rojects and before more parcess, but | agree, that in cage
In my many years as a resiing and correct pronunciationbasic because | have als®uilt. ents and loved ones of Puertthere is no project proponent fgr
dent of Puerto Galera, | haveand c) reading comprehensionthought of Mangyans who We have a mayor who is aGalera suffer the most unfortu-BOT then the Mayor shoul
observed a great number of Second half of the sessiorwould want to avail of thesedoctor dont you think it is ab- nate, isolated fate of hopelesseonsider borrowing money frof
people upland and what theywill delve on more practical sub-educational opportunities. ~ surd for his constituents to beness from this place everyond.and Bank... howeveif you
had shared with me—theirject matters. What | can see is 4) A reading section is alsoshouting aboubuilding of a calls a paradise. borrow money the bank re
dreams, hopes and wishes amauch needed to be learned: budecommended as part of théospital? Don’t you think that  promdi: First you need a quires collateral - municips
stifled because to them it seemgeting, management, natural scilearning center set-up. Booksthis should have been his no. land where you build a hospi-properties, IRA share, EDF
of a lack of formal education. ences, nutrition, family planning, newpapers and other magazinegriority, or this should have tal. Price of land in PG is verywhich would mean that thp
So allow me some proposalschild-rearing, herbal medicine,may be solicited through privatebeen his campaign slogan?  expensive. | heard that hospitaMayor will no longer have an
1) That a continuing adultculinary arts, hygiene andorganizations (I already have a People are dying in thisis Mayors priority and he try- project for the remaining yeags
education program be initiatedgrooming, horticulture, animal contact from New Jersey andown because they cannot geing to get the Locsins to donateof his term as the funds will afl
on the barangay leveAny care, home agriculture and welanother in Manila—both wait- the proper medical attentionthe land. be tied up paying for the inte
council person interested or welfare aside from other communitying for confirmations). they need. Next you need to secureest/principal of the loan.
versed with education proce-ssues like garbage and waste As part of empowering the  If you get into an accident permits from more than 20 agen-  The Mayor is in a very diffi
dures be in charge of the prodisposal. adult students, sharing of peroryou get seriously ill, pray thatcies. | heard the Mayor is doingcult situation.
gram. He/she will coordinate A strong cultural apprecia- sonal know-hows, hobbies and/ou reach calapan or batangathis already But | believe that the hosp
with schools of /near thetion program is also suggestedresearches should be requiredr else you are screwed. The money is the third.  tal is far better project than arly
barangay to appoint or recruitThe sharing of indigenousBecause of a diverse range of bastarasta: Why dream  Building a hospital is not of those projects that they a[

—

—

-

volunteer teachers to conducsongs whether it be of any proviopics may not allow the rightsmall if we can dream big. |easylt takes time. thinking for the Land ban
weekly classes—either by shiftince the adults come fromspeaker to be available to lecmean, this government can cre- netmagus | agree with you loan..\\é need the hospital mo
or on regular basis. should be encouraged. Expatture, the students can also bate projects worth 170M! justall that the hospital should bethan the convention cenfelor
This council person will also with knowledge of their coun- taught how to do research vidor water why not, even half of top priority. Danny Enriquez mitory, gymnasium etc.
coordinate with other resourcetries of origin should be invited Internet and/or hand-on experi=
speakers to give lectures oncéo give talks of their cultures mentations then report it beforey .
inpa while ongpertinent subjectang beliefs to expand the parthe class. P Letter tO the Ed ItOr
matters (which will be listed ticipants’ understanding of  5) As for the physical set-

later) and/or other educationabther cultures outside ofup, the barangay halls, chapels, KudOS {o Mayor’S Cup
needs of the program (booksMindoro. private homes, etc can be used. ) . . .
equipment, etc.). 3)Teachers and speakers art really will depend on the cre- | accompanied dny Rylor to the Gym last was able to provide the environment seen in fhis

2) That classes be held oro be considered on a voluntanytivity and resourcefulness of¥1onday (September 15) afternoon to witneskiow of camaraderie and fun.
Sundays (perhaps 2-4pm—aftebasis although to be still com-the people in the barangay the opening of the Mayor Dplor basketball tour_— I'm sure thls.attempt to str_engthen_ the boL -
general obligations are met anghensated through an allowancds needed is a blackboard angament. ltwas a re{;\I surprise to me to see pracg among pUb.“C servants will result in a betger
before any party can probably Each enrollee should bechalk as a start then perhapEC"’?”y all theT Municipal employees perform:ultqre of public service for the benefit of the
start). But this should also beasked to pay (or be sponsorechook cabinets can later be addeft€l" acts which must have taken weeks to presblic. ,
flexible depending on the gen-an amount of P5 per sessiomnce the books and readind2re- All skits were very professionally done and My Congratulations to Mayor Dolor
eral profile of the participants’ with an ordinary school yearmaterials come in. what was revealing to me was how the Mayor Danding Taylor
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High power rates ... from p. 1 Water, now a major problem

had been the cause of th¢ When Mayor Hubbert Do-
brownouts which happened lor announced that the wate
when Puerto Galers’demand rehabilitation will soon be un-
reached more than the capacit derway many people began tg
of the 5m\A transformer imagine a strongemore reliable

It's now October and there water supply in the coming
are many power outages. Whef days. But one month after thg
asked why we are getting launching of the water rehabili-
brownouts even on a clea tation project, Sinandigan,
sunny day ORMECO branch Sabang and even Poblacion req-
managerMr. Aceveda said that dents began to experience wg
NAPOCOR is to blame. ter shortages.

Aceveda said there is ng A Sabang businessman saigl
problem with the distribution that it was virtually impossible
lines and that the problem is to operate his restaurant with
with 69 kV transmission line of Brownouts happen when most needed no water
NAPOCOR. He added that the As more and more pec’plePhiIantrophy during hard times: Dieter Schwab, a German

tripping off happens when NicanorVillasefior of PHESI hold a “Power Summit” similar complain and the waterworks

NAPOCOR sends power to the®1¢€ Suggested that to minito the "Water Summit’last Janu- office not able to fully give an a1 1o neighbors. Dieter gets his water from a deep well pr
transmission line. mize the brownouts_, Puertoary to discuss debate and find answeymany theories began tobuys from a water supplier to fill up his tank
Before electricity reachesGal‘?ra should get a direct c_onsqlqtmn to the current powerform as to the reason behind the :
the home, it passes 3 stage§€ction to the proposed windcrisis. water problem. 170 million pesos. The munici-to cope with the growing dg
namely generation, transmis-fa_rm or any power plant that ~We call on the Mayor and A Big Lalaguna resident, in pal government strongly deniesnand for water
sion and distribution. Each ofWill be based here. Rockeythe —members of thegne forum where Mayor the allegation. Environmentalists hav$
these stages is managed by diflagan of FSL shipping lines Sangguniang Bayan to inviteHubbert Dolor was present, ac-  Edwin Macatangayhead of warned that the unrelenting dp-
ferent companies and brownous@id that an investor will berepresentatives from cysed the waterworks office ofthe waterworks office said thatstruction of the rainforest which
can occur at any of the 3 stage€OMing in to build a power NAPOCOR, ORMECO, PHESI, favoring some establishmentshe reason for the water shortis also the watershed area vl
Generation is handled byPlanthereinPuerto Galeraandhe proponent of the hydro-and houses that do not experiages is because of the diminresult to scarce water supply fpr
NAPOCOR and Independenthat the generators will be uselectric power plant, Rockeyence water shortageAnother ishing water from the source.the entire municipality How-

married to a local lass from Sinandigan, generously shareq his

Power Producers (IPP) likel"d biodiesel which will be llagan, resort owners, businessrom Sabang said that he is wonMacatangay added that theyever many people have turndd
MIRANT. Transmission is con- Much cheaper than petroleunmen and other stakeholdersgering why his neighbor hascould not fill up the main tank a blind eye and continue to ig-
trolled by NAPOCOR or diesel. N Let's get together and find ayater and he has not. as there is less water now flownore the problem. Now that tHe
TRANSCO and ORMEcO  Municipal officials should solution to a common problem.  |n the community forum at ing out of the spring. water supply is becoming the
handles distribution. puertogalera.org, many are sus- Because of the lack of watemumber one issue, more attgn-

Businessmen are comp|ain.G OOd news fro m O R M EG) g that there might be a sinthey have to schedule the suption will be given to the water
ing that ORMECO iis not being ISLET plan to pressure the peoplely of water to Sabang andshed area.

responsive enough in address- Now that brownouts are asaid that a consumer whose billto agree to the agreement beSinandigan. Macatangay de- It would be a futile invest
ing the problem. They sayfrequent occurrence, the goodng is below 960 pesos will get atween the municipal govern-nies that there is water shortment if the government Spe;l‘d
ORMECO earns more than 1 bilnews that people would likebill reduction of 500 pesos. Thement and the water consortiumage in Poblacion. millions for the water syste
lion pesos a year and yet couldrom ORMECO is when the grant is not monthly but onewho will undertake the rehabili-  Municipal officials also in- and later find out that there |s
not ensure a stable, reliable sugbrownouts will stop. But the time only tation of the water systemsist that the old pipes shoulchot enough water coming ofit
ply of electricity good news is not about the Another good news cameamounting to an unprecedentethe replaced with bigger pipesof the spring.

Every time there is a brown-power outages. about also because of eventp
out, the damage to business is When President Gloriathat transpired in Manila. Re- T ff' f t ff 1 I t
worsened when other utilitiesMacapagalArroyo began dis- member the war betweer ra IC en Orcers, ra IC VIO a Or
like Internet and cellular tele-tributing 500 pesos to everyMeralco and GSIS which later,
phone go offline. The Fort- Meralco consumers who use upesulted to Meralco refunding
nightly Journal was delayed pri-100 kWh in one month, manyconsumers for the meter de
marily because of the outagespeople from the provinces beposit. NEA again told

Resort owners complain ofgan asking if they will also get ORMECO that it must give
spending thousands of pesothe same treat. Several monthisack the deposit paid by resi
to run their back-up generatorlater the National Electrification dential consumers for their
Worse is when appliances andddministration (NEA) told electric meters. The amoun
other electrical equipments areORMECO that their consumersis close to 31 million pesos
damaged due to intermittentwill also be given the same subwhich ORMECO is negotiat-
brownouts. ORMECO said theysidy. The budget will come from ing to be deducted from theg
cannot be held liable for dam-the excess iWAT collections. monthly bill instead of out-
ages to appliances. RomarArafio of ORMECO right cash payment.

One of the accomplishments of the incuners harass motorbike riders when they forggfto
| bent Mayor was when he introduced a Makatiear a helmet.Wearing a helmet is first anjg
City type traffic enforcers in small-town Puertdoremost a personal choice.

Galera. Even the uniform is the same as Makati Granted that it is their duty to enforce fh
City. I do not know if Puerto Galera now has therdinance. The problem is when they are]the
illusion of becoming a city but sometimes apsnes violating the ordinance.
plying the rules for a city might not be suitable | saw a traffic enforcer in his uniform ridifg
to a small town like oursAnd when you have in a motorcycle not wearing a helmet and o
traffic enforcers who think they are likeTD other enforcers who just allowed him to pas Vly
enforcers then suddenly the Majsmlccom- right in front of them in the center of town.
plishment is becoming a liability To the Mayoris that fair?And if it ain’t fair

I've personally experienced how the enforaxhat will you do about it Sir?

Fishermen’s Cove

*Diving Center*ltalian Restaurant*

Beach Resort, Diving, Canyoning,
Hiking, Mountain Bike,
Kayak, Trekking, Beach
& Island Hopping
Bar & Restaurant, Friday Evening Grand B-B-Q

Dinghy Hire, Sail Training, Portolan Giuseppe
Sailing Regattas, Small Boat Storage 0917-365-2559

Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro, Philippines
Puerto Galera Yacht Club Tel/Fax No.: 0063 043 2873257 Tel No.: 0063 917 533 2985
Web: www.pgyc.org Phone: 043-442-0136 E-mail: info@fishermenscove.com Website: fishermenscove.com
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music, such as the electric gyi
When a dream comes true... from page 8 far bese guitamnd drime.
money “That helped me to com-ger than my emotion, so | fol-  On the final night of the Heis one of the feV\( Filipind
plete my schooling. If I didn't lowed my heart and became ahow four scholars took to the contemporary songwriters V\{h
become a singeat least | would scholar’ life-changing stage. They had insists on putting his creativ

ily with,” said Garcia. ence for heThe PDAexperience, transformed over the course ofjuests who attended thice also launch the Mangyan Cul{ural/social development.

In 2006 after graduating, she admits, changed her in mangheir stay in the acadepbutthat Mayor's party with the number tural and Recreation Center Moving on. Have you hea
Garcia came to Dubai to workways. From a not-so-confidentmoment defined their careers. of people who will be attending Everybody is enjoined to do-of theAfro-Asia Educare Foun
for a German automotive com-but promising talent, Garcia  Garcia sang | am ChangingMayor Dolors November 3 nate 100 pesos which will go todation? Well, it is a Danish
pany “It was great job and | bloomed into a fantastic per-and though she admitted shéirthday bash. The election afthe Mangyan Iraya Cooperative-oundation which collect com

have something to help my fam-  And that made all the differ- personally and professionallycomparing the number ofinthe morning. The Mayor will €nergies at the service of 01-
I

have fond memories of Dubai.”former “| distinctly remember one had some off-key moments, itter all is a numbers game. Center as seed money for theiputers from Danish schools a
Tough decision of the judges telling me that | hadvas a performance the judges Going back to the livelihood projects. distribute them to schools int

In Dubai, Garcia would the potential to become an interand the audience would rememKaaldawan, the Mayor said that ~ After the day event, the Philippines andfrica. They re-

only to have fun with friends and my looks had a cosmopoligun for me. | was a bit sad beallocated funds from municipal cert-For-A-Cause by renownedsecond-hand computers to
but to nurture a lifelong dreamtan appeal. | could be singingcause the whole experienceoffers for the event. DuringFilipino pop music artist Joey cal schools. Hans Nielsen, w
of becoming a singefin my well on stage and making peoplended, but also excited becaustie time of his uncle, the gov-Ayala in the Municipal Gymna- was made an adopted son
heart, | was just patiently wait-sing along with me, no matterl am looking forward to bigger ernment spends hundreds oium at 7 in the evening. ThePuerto Galera andwilly
ing for a chance. This burningwhere they were from.” and better things in my life. thousands of pesos and solicprice of the ticket is just 30 pe-Stellander are the founders

gamely sing in karaoke bars nohational singer and that my voiceber. “The journey has just be-he did not solicit money but hadkaaldawan culminates in a Concently donated hundreds }
I

sional singer was so strong that  Apart from becoming more and there could not be any bighessmen for the KaaldawarMangyan Cooperative Center said another shipment of co
| just couldn’t put it out. In confident, Garcia also learnedyer prize than that,” she says.which coincided with the former  JoeyAyala is well known for puters will be arriving before th
Dubai | was happy with my job how to temper her emotions Five things about Liezel Garcia Mayor's birthday his style of music that combinesyear ends which will again by
and was also helping my family Living with people with differ- Musical influence: Mariah The Kaaldawan Festivalthe sounds of Filipino ethnic in-distributed to the schools.

Life was good but | knew it ent personalities in a house thatarey Beyonce Knowles, Kyla, showcases Mangyan arts andtruments with modern pop Moving on. The Coas

passion to become a profes- Competition Now, my dream has come trusits from resort owners and busisos, proceeds will also go to théhe organization. Stelland{
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wasn't all there was.” had cameras all over the placéani Misalucha, Jaya, Saralculture. Expect Mangyan dancmusic. His professional musicGuardAuxilliary of Puerto
Something bigger was inwas, according to hea charac- Geronimo and Ella Mae Saisoning and cultural performancescareer started when he releaseg@alera during the Internation

store for GarciaAnd true ter-building experience. She Musical instrument she from local schoolsYou canalso an album recorded in a makeClean-up day last September 9
enough, the opportunity of a life-made friends with housemateslays: Guitar (basic chords)  buy Mangyan handicraft prod-shift-studio in 1982To date, he had a successful underwater
time came when she was ac€ris and Sen, but had to deal Musical instrument she'd ucts, like beer holsters, baskethas released six albums. clean-up campaign participatgd

cepted as one of the scholars ofith really competitive contes- like to learn: Piano and drums. and other souvenir items. Some of the Filipino ethnic by 35 divers from 13 differe
Pinoy DreamAcademy (PDA) tants who were all determined ~Greatest achievement:  The venue was also transinstrumentsiyala is known to countries. They collected
Seasorwo — a reality celeb- to win the big prize. “When | graduated and when Iferred to Baclayan, the tradi-use include the two-stringedsacks of garbage weighi
rity search aired on Philippifi&y. “We all knew it was a com- was chosen as a finalist in Pinoyional village of the Mangyans. Hegalongof the T'Boli people nearly 500 kilos.

Leaving her stable job in petition but that didn’t stop me DreamAcademy’ The Mayor participants and of Mindanao and the 8-piece Moving on. The PTCA of
Dubai to pursue her ambitionfrom making friends. Thatwas  Biggest frustration: “lwant  visitors will assemble near thegong setKulintang melodical the Puerto Galeracademy is
was a tough decision for Garciamy nature, and inside | knew Ito be amodel but | know I'll never Candava grocery store at 5 irgong-rack of the predominantlyholding a Dinner-For-A-Caus
“It was a very difficult choice needed friends who could supbe one because I'm too small.” the morning and from there hikeMuslim peoples of the south-0n November 1 at the Munic
considering | was all set inport me and whom | could sup-  Song of my life:On The Side all the way to Baclayan. ern part of the countrie also pal Gym at 7 pm; there will b
Dubai. But my dream was big-port in return.” Of Angels. The program will start at 8 uses modern instruments in higve band an&ideoke.

WWW .asladivers.com

“For the discriminating traveledesiring
and deserving the very best...
at vely reasonable pries: with
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Tel/Fax: +63 (43) 287-3227 Email contact: admin@asiadivers.com
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When a dream comes trug

By Mincent Anthony Garcia, Gulf News Report

Liezel Garcia has fulfilled her big-
gest wish — she became one of tH
top five finalists of Pinoy Dreadcad-
emy. Sure, she wasnthe big winner
but that didn’t matter for the pretty and
talented lass from Puerto Galera — p
place known more as a hotbed of foi}
eign tourists than a haven for talentepl
singers.

For Garcia, it was enough that sh
finished one of the final four perform-|
ers in the academy out of the more th
five thousand hopefuls who audi-
tioned. Liezel Garcia of Balatero

Growing up on the island, Garciato perfect my art with the hope of mak

F

n

would wake up at five in the morningnostalgically
to practice singing with her grand- Though singing took a backse

mother - the person she credits for hevhile she was in school, she WOU?j

singing talent. “l remember singing inperform at small public events ang
public at the age of three; since therompetitions for a little fame and prizg

Hello. Many events happeningTuesday until Sunday The show Sabang. Macmac is a great host
this October But before that—Do starts with a 6:30 showing of a movig/ou will surely experience a gre
you know that President Glorir- followed by acoustic music and therOktoberfest at La Dusseldorf.
royo would have been our guest iperformance by King Solomasband. Muelle might have its ow

o

al\d

| e

Puerto Galera together with more thaGuests will also have a choice oDktoberfest, all depends on the s
450 visitors from Region IV last Octo-Karaoke singing, ballroom dancing anghort of San Miguel BeeiThe Mayo
ber 14?7 The event was the Regionalisco dancing before the band playssaid he will push for a Muell
Peace and Order Council meetingbut The King Solomors band is Oktoberfest celebration.
[Ha&use White Beach and the rest beaded by renowned singer Boy Moving on. The October
Puerto Galera do not have a confeSullivan of the legendary Big 3 SullivanKaaldawan Iraya was moved to
nce hall that can hold more than 40@hich made hits in the early &’ tober 25 because of conflict in t
eople, the organizers moved the Boy Sullivan now 72 years old stillschedule with another Mangy
venue to Calapan City
Had it been held here, lots of pemusicians to play in his band. Interdifferent Kaaldawan with th
sos would have been earned by thested persons may apply directly tdlangyans front and center of {

to fore the need for a large convenResort.
host huge meetings which are bringies music can call the Resort for reseday of Vice MayorTeoAtienza at{

Davao, PalawanTagaytay and range transportation for you. who feasted with hundreds mara-
Boracay Moving on. Coral Cove is giving galog guests.The Vice Mayor was
Now if only the Mayor will con- one night free stay to guest who wilthankful he survived a mild stro

vention center in White Beach rathepromo will last until the end of Octo-Medical Center for treatment.

than on top of the public market, itber Also, theVeranda restaurant at The Mayor was not at theice

would make a lot of sense. Coral Cove serve delicious oven-bakeMayor's birthday party We noticed
Anyway, Tamaraw Beach Resortpizza. Try it and don’t forget their spesmany prominent residents among

municipal oficials. TheVice Mayor

Moving on. Puerto Nirvana Re-  Moving on. The big Oktoberfestwill run for Mayor again in 201

sleepy Poblacion livelier with large-parties all over Puerto Galera. Laephew Hubbert Dolor

screen movies and a live band. Dusseldorf of MacMac is holding a One guest said, people will
There are a variety of shows fronfine Oktoberfest happening nightly in >>> on page |

thanks to my lola, | have been trying >>> on page 7

sing quite well and plans to teach locatvent. The Mayor said this will bg 4

resorts in White Beach? This brindBoy Sullivan at the Puerto Nirvanacelebration.Well there was another
Kaaldawan presentation that haq
tion center in Puerto Galera for us to  Those that wish to experience Oldpened during the October 12 birjht

ing a lot of money to places likevation at 287-3408. They will even artended by hundreds of Mangydn

sider relocating his proposed constay for 3 consecutive nights. Theavhich got him rushing to Makai

L0 perectl : Kl is building a conference hall that carialty, Indian Curry Bufiet happening crowd but not many barangay an
always dreamt of making it big. Sheng it big in showbusiness,” she saidpossible house more than 700 peoplevery Saturday

sort owner Romeo Roxas is makingelebration had splintered into smalleagainst incumbent Mayor ang
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