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Mayor makes 1st SOMA
MAYOR HUBBERT Christo-
pher Dolor delivered his first
State of Municipality Address
(SOMA) before a jam-packed
audience at the municipal gym-
nasium last June 30.  The SOMA
is an annual report by the Mayor
of the government’s accom-
plishments, plans and projects.

Students, teachers,
Barangay and Municipal offi-
cials formed the bulk of the au-
dience.  Noticeably absent were
resort owners and prominent

businessmen.  A PowerPoint
presentation aided the Mayor’s
90-minute long speech.

The most significant of the
Mayor’ s accomplishments
were: the collection of Environ-
mental User Fee (EUF), the con-
struction of the White Beach
walkway, the ban on GROs in
Poblacion Videoke bars, the
cancellation of special permits
for tricycles, the creation of the
Municipal Traffic Office and the
celebration of the De Galera

Festival.
Political will
The first 4 showed the

Mayor’s distinctive political
will.  Although, there were ap-
parent flaws in the EUF ordi-
nance, Dolor opted to fully
implement it.  Now the munici-
pality has collected nearly 8 mil-
lion pesos additional revenues
since the ordinance was imple-
mented last December 2007.

The construction of the
>>> on page 3

Mayor Dolor delivering his first State of the Municipality Address

FROM WHERE IT BEGAN, it
ended.  Kung saan nagsimula
doon din nagtapos.

This is what one observer
said after hearing that the
Sangguniang Bayan passed  the
4 points of entry ordinance last
April 24.  It was also sometime
April of 2002, 6 years ago when
the Sangguniang Bayan then
started discussing the 1 point
of entry ordinance.  During that
time, there were already 4 points
of entry, namely, Balatero, White
Beach, Sabang and Muelle.   The
1 point of entry ordinance di-
vided the community with most
resort owners and shipping op-
erators vigorously opposing it
while other sectors, like the
jeepney and tricycle operators,
market vendors and barangays
officials were all for the ordi-
nance.  The strong opposition
against the ordinance made

SB approves 4 points of entry ordinance
another batch of Sangguniang
Bayan members contemplate a
2 points of entry scheme which
was also rejected by the op-
position.

The 1-point of entry ordi-
nance was eventually reviewed
and approved by the Provincial
Board.  Mayor Hubbert Dolor
tried to enforce it but a shipping
company was able to get a
court’s decision favoring the
non-implementation of the or-
dinance.  In 6 years, more than 8
public hearings were held at-
tended mostly by those op-
posed the ordinance.

The new Sangguniang
Bayan members under the lead-
ership of Councilor Leo Persia
introduced the 4 points of entry
ordinance which was presented
in a public hearing last year.
However, both those in favor
and against the original 1 point

of entry ordinance were against
the new ordinance.  Those in
favor of the 1 point of entry
scheme are still pushing for the
implementation of the original
ordinance.  Those against the 1
point of entry are saying that
there should not be any ordi-
nance at all.

Once the new ordinance had
been reviewed and approved by
the Provincial Board, it would
mean that passenger vessels
entering and exiting Puerto
Galera will have to use only the
designated points of entry.  Vio-
lation will mean revocation of
the Mayor’s permit.

In the recent State of the
Municipality Address, the
Mayor said that passenger ter-
minals will be built in Sabang
and White Beach.  Balatero and
Muelle already have passenger
terminals.

VICE MAYOR TEO Atienza is
standing firm in his decision not
to sign a resolution authorizing
the Mayor to enter into a loan
negotiation with the Land Bank
and appealed to the members of
the Council to study the matter
further.

Land Bank requires the reso-
lution before negotiating a loan
package with Mayor Hubbert
Dolor for the following: renova-
tion of the municipal building,
construction of a convention
center, construction of a low-

cost dormitory, air-conditioning
of the gymnasium, purchase of
heavy equipments and service
vehicles for the Sangguniang
Bayan members.

Vice Mayor Atienza said that
the Mayor should submit a fea-
sibility study, program of works
and other documents before the
members of the Council grant
him the authority.  This was also
the recommendation of the
Committee on Finance.

“It is like we are giving him
(the Mayor) a blanket author-

ity.  The members should study
this further as the taxpayers of
Puerto Galera will be the one to
pay for the loan.”

However, last June 23, the
resolution sponsored by Coun-
cilor Leo Persia was approved
and now awaits the signature
of the Vice Mayor before it is
sent to the Mayor.

The Vice Mayor refused to
sign the resolution saying he
will first consult his lawyers. The
councilors are expected to con-
test the Vice Mayor’s decision.

Vice Mayor stops SB loan resolution

Mayor Dolor bares water rehab program
ONE OF THE highlight of Mayor
Hubbert Dolor’s State of the
Municipality Address was his
plan to rehabilitate the water
system.

“There is a solution to our
water supply problem and dur-
ing my first term I will solve this,”
says the Mayor.

The Mayor said that the
municipality will enter a Build-
Operate-Transfer Agreement
with a private investor and
stressed that ownership will re-
main with the local government.
The waterworks office con-
firmed that there is “one inves-
tor” who has been meeting with
municipal officials regarding the
complete rehabilitation of the

water system.  Once completed,
Edwin Macatangay of the wa-
terworks office said, there will
be water supply to Sinandigan,
White Beach and Aninuan and
all the barangays.

A reliable source said that
the investor is Puerto Galera
Water Consort ium repre-
sented by two corporations,
JL Business & Technology
Consultancy, Inc. and OPPAX
Group Holdings, Inc. – both
Manila-based and repre-
sented by Juergen Lorenz and
Maximilian Oppacher, respec-
tively.

Our source also gave us a
copy of a draft Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) between the

Consortium and the Puerto
Galera  government.  The Mayor
is reportedly reviewing the
MOA with his lawyers.

There are 37 pages in the
draft MOA detailing the part-
nership between the Consor-
tium and the Municipal Govern-
ment.  Our source said that the
MOA is “very advantageous”
to the private partner.  Under the
draft, the partnership or coop-
eration period will last for 25
years and renewable for another
25 years.  Our source added that
there could be a drastic increase
in the cost of water.  The private
partner will be the one to deter-
mine the new water rates.

More on this next issue.
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BARANGAY: POB ANI BAC BAL DUL PAL SAB SAN-A SAN-I SIN STO TAB VIL TOTAL
TOTAL REGISTERED VOTERS: 2231 1161 352 1592 1447 594 1866 399 1340 511 701 1195 733 14122
VOTERS WHO ACTUALLY VOTED: 1762 999 285 1320 1211 515 1464 356 1117 438 597 965 597 11626
IN PERCENT: 78.98% 86.05% 80.97% 82.91% 83.69% 86.70% 78.46% 89.22% 83.36% 85.71% 85.16% 80.75% 81.45% 82.33%

FOR MAYOR % RANK
DOLOR, HUBBERT CHRISTOPHER ATIENZA 604 562 147 521 340 249 419 99 242 100 158 360 263 4064 34.48% 1
DELGADO, JAIME VISAYANA 285 274 12 254 108 51 446 74 672 102 236 166 50 2730 23.17% 2
EVANGELISTA, OSCAR CARVAJAL 435 76 97 285 612 100 183 68 84 38 118 266 117 2479 21.04% 3
DATINGUINOO, BAYANI DALISAY 91 11 6 124 77 42 303 77 41 158 19 68 43 1060 8.99% 4
ATIENZA, FRANCISCO JR. EVANGELISTA 241 43 13 65 65 66 49 24 52 25 62 75 89 869 7.37% 5
ATIENZA, VICTORINO EVANGELISTA 53 9 0 19 1 3 11 1 16 3 4 6 5 131 1.11% 6

FOR VICE MAYOR
ATIENZA, ARISTEO EVANGELISTA 886 641 200 685 396 286 580 162 376 166 241 449 356 5424 46.02% 1
ARAGO, MELCHOR JUMAQUIO 378 190 12 224 224 111 654 140 539 161 192 356 48 3229 27.40% 2
ASCAN, JUAN JR. SUZARA 385 101 62 279 538 80 117 26 110 61 112 98 146 2115 17.95% 3

FOR COUNCILOR
MAGBUHOS, GRACIELA MANONGSONG 551 717 90 589 293 233 486 218 777 111 120 265 267 4717 40.03% 1
CATAQUIS, RAFAEL CATAQUIS 659 427 146 854 242 195 342 145 339 110 168 345 225 4197 35.61% 2
ANDAL, JOSEPH LINESES 772 217 64 432 206 168 413 78 468 107 416 318 54 3713 31.51% 3
LOPEZ, POLICARPIO CASTILLO 488 157 52 228 508 348 497 202 192 212 174 355 159 3572 30.31% 4
PERSIA, VIRLEO MALAPITAN 577 185 55 337 262 91 333 117 408 89 471 262 44 3231 27.42% 5
MACATANGAY, ROBERTITO CLARETE 647 377 91 289 195 352 287 137 138 80 124 270 209 3196 27.12% 6
EVANGELISTA, MARK GARRY VILLANUEVA 367 640 122 398 187 148 164 63 413 56 110 201 168 3037 25.77% 7
ILAGAN, RICARDO BUNQUIN 323 167 17 111 120 101 988 132 329 293 111 173 67 2932 24.88% 8
CANDAVA, FLORENDO PERSIA 474 350 162 540 165 142 182 88 207 75 92 188 164 2829 24.01% 9
LUMPAS, RUEL DE LEON 462 148 44 220 360 97 406 79 344 97 210 234 57 2758 23.40% 10
CONTRERAS, ROSSINI GUEVARRA 486 103 6 69 224 109 457 190 251 245 242 140 56 2578 21.88% 11
LORIN, RHODORA SUZARA 322 109 35 119 397 73 274 67 282 62 161 594 43 2538 21.54% 12
ENRIQUEZ, DANIEL DELA TORRE 464 102 99 221 503 97 142 67 133 101 184 282 117 2512 21.32% 13
LOPEZ, IRENEO MAGSINO 297 272 76 147 185 188 527 72 75 129 41 220 114 2343 19.88% 14
CATAQUIS, HERMILO MALAPITAN 294 225 59 674 276 48 155 24 164 70 110 169 56 2324 19.72% 15
MANONGSONG, PEDRO JR. LOPEZ 271 247 86 220 140 143 154 78 170 41 62 496 154 2262 19.19% 16
PURAS, ROSALINA LUMPAS 465 73 39 143 664 79 187 43 112 41 95 211 57 2209 18.74% 17
GARONG, ROMEO CHRISTOPHER JR. ATIENZA 416 284 102 196 199 94 226 58 160 63 78 121 108 2105 17.86% 18
ABANILLA,IRMGARD JR. SUR 401 74 52 115 502 79 147 47 67 61 118 276 55 1994 16.92% 19
BUNQUIN, ISIDRO CASTILLO 242 72 37 121 234 78 520 24 106 160 89 124 84 1891 16.05% 20
JUSTINIANO, LUZMINDA CATAQUIS 502 96 35 170 244 67 110 15 76 22 109 257 136 1839 15.60% 21
AXALAN, EDWIN CANDAVA 183 60 15 419 81 33 215 39 209 47 183 89 20 1593 13.52% 22
QUINTO, ROMEO CAPOTE 405 167 2 39 48 47 122 17 373 25 84 87 7 1423 12.07% 23
LOPEZ, CONSTANTINO ATIENZA 235 13 5 54 86 80 557 38 28 135 35 112 35 1413 11.99% 24
DATINGUINOO, PAULINO BINAY 81 14 10 495 26 18 93 32 93 59 10 47 25 1003 8.51% 25
AXALAN, DELBERT ADARME 191 66 25 213 81 10 41 17 110 19 175 29 25 1002 8.50% 26
LOPEZ, HERMILANDO LOPEZ 71 4 2 31 555 41 69 34 27 38 6 35 25 938 7.96% 27
ATIENZA, HERBERT CANIABERAL 255 21 25 34 183 45 95 12 66 24 40 49 22 871 7.39% 28
BUNQUIN, REYNALDO PEREZ 101 23 4 60 27 22 186 52 91 139 31 42 27 805 6.83% 29
CANDAVA, CESAR BUNQUIN 310 9 2 79 32 33 63 19 41 20 14 28 20 670 5.69% 30

MAY 14, 2007 LOCAL ELECTIONS: SUMMARY OF VOTES BY B ARANGAY

PUERTO GALERA FORTNIGHTLY

SINCE JULY 1, 2007, Dr. Hub-
bert Atienza Dolor has been the
new Mayor of Puerto Galera af-
ter winning a landslide victory
in last year’s local elections.

Winning in 8 out of Puerto
Galera’s 13 barangays, Dr. Do-
lor got 35% of the votes against
closest rival Jimmy Delgado
who got 23% of the votes cast
for Mayor.

Dolor’s running-mate and
uncle, former Mayor Teo Atien-
za won an even greater victory,
winning in 9 out of 13 baran-
gays.  With more than 46% of
the votes for Vice Mayor, Teo
Atienza routed oppositionist
Melchor Arago (27%) and
former Vice Mayor Johnny As-
can (17%), whose combined
votes would not offset Atien-
za’s 5,424 votes.

Dolor’s councilors also
fared well in the election, win-
ning 4 of the Sangguniang
Bayan’s 8 legislative seats.
His partymates, newbie Grace
Magbuhos and re-electionist
Raffy Cataquis landed first and
second respectively in the to-
tal votes for members of the
Council.

Two other Dolor candidates
won seats in the Council.  Re-

electionist Berting Macatangay
is serving his last term as coun-
cilor with a fresh 3-year mandate.
Another winning councilor is
Jayjay Evangelista, son of
former ORMECO director Gary
Evangelista.

Teo factor
Many say, it was the “Teo

Factor” that was key to propel-
ling Dolor’s campaign to victory.

Although belonging to a
family of politicos, Dr. Dolor at
age 35 was a neophyte to Puer-
to Galera’s political arena.  Dr.
Dolor indeed made a name for
himself during his 6-year stint
as the Municipal Health Officer
but the winning edge, arguably,
was his uncle’s experience, po-
litical clout and machinery.

A year before the election
Mayor Teo Atienza anointed Dr.
Dolor to be his successor amidst
protestations from two young-
er brothers who wanted to run
and did, ultimately, run for May-
or.  Without brother Teo’s sup-
port, the two defiant siblings,
Kiko and Vic, fared miserably
landing at the bottom of the rank-
ing.

On the other hand, uncle
and nephew tandem overwhelm-
ingly won against the divided

opposition.  More importantly,
they won without the support
of the Locsin family whose per-
vasive influence was not felt in
the election.

The results of the election
bare a new political reality; one
where no single powerbroker
could dictate the winner of an
election.  It reveals Teo Atien-
za’s immense political force,
supplanting his former benefac-
tor in terms of the votes he now
commands.

The polls outcome shows a
combination of political cun-
ningness, functional machinery
and luck all contributing to the
great victory of the Hubbert
Dolor-Teo Atienza tandem.

Minorities bloc
Teo Atienza’s ability to de-

liver votes can best be shown
in his cunning control of the
votes of the minorities.

Two religious minorities,
the Muslims and the Iglesia Ni
Cristo (INC), voted in favor of
Atienza’s party.  The Muslim
vote numbering to roughly 400
strong was crucial to the bat-
tle for Poblacion.  Add to this,
was the former Mayor’s solid
track record especially on in-
frastructure projects which

eventually gave him a whop-
ping 50% of the votes from
Poblacion voters.

The influential INC voted as
a bloc in favor of Hubbert Dolor
and Teo Atienza.  The INC vot-
ers are said to be more than 400
strong.

In contrast, the catholic ma-
jority voted individually with
church leaders distancing them-
selves from both social and
moral issues.  Councilor Minda
Justiniano, author of the new
morality ordinance who cham-
pioned the Church’s crusade
against prostitution, lost and
landed number 21 in the 1-to-30
ranking.  Incumbent Johnny
Ascan, an active churchgoer,
placed last in the vice mayoral
race.

However the biggest sup-
porters of Teo Atienza’s party
are the Mangyans, the indige-
nous cultural minority of Puer-
to Galera.  Atienza’s party won
in all Mangyan communities
spread in 5 barangays, namely,
Villaflor, Tabinay, Balatero, Ba-
clayan and Aninuan.

In Aninuan, it was a straight
vote for candidates of the Lib-
eral Party.  Dr. Dolor got 60% of
the votes for Mayor while

former Mayor Teo Atienza got
70% of the votes cast for Vice
Mayor.  That means 7 out of 10
voters in Aninuan voted for
Teo.  Amazingly, all of Dolor’s
councilors got inside the Mag-
ic Eight in Aninuan.

The same was true in Ba-
clayan.  Here, again 7 out of 10
voted for Teo.  Political analysts
say that more than 80% of the
Mangyan votes, roughly 1500
votes went to Teo and his par-
tymates.

Working Machinery
The former Mayor’s politi-

cal lieutenants clearly have the
edge in terms of experience, and
more importantly the resources
needed to defeat the enemies.

Dr. Dolor’s group was clear-
ly the most organized; it was a
well-oiled machine.  This was
evident in their presentation on
the local cable TV.  Among the
groups shown, they gave the
best, clearest and strongest per-
formance, ending with a cho-
reographed group song which
was complete and effective.

In contrast, the campaign of
second-place Jimmy Delgado
was lackluster, half-hearted and
deficient even in the most basic
elements of small-town politick-

ing.  Delgado’s camp lack the
campaign materials needed for
name-recall and for staging crit-
ical issues.

Pure Luck
Another major contributing

factor of the success of Dr. Do-
lor and ex-Mayor Atienza was
the failure of the opposition to
form a unity ticket.

The craving to be the “main
man” in spite of inexperience (in
the case of Dr. Evangelista),
winnability or resources (in the
case of Delgado) made the op-
position lose sight of its prima-
ry objective which was to top-
ple the administration.  Every-
one wanted to be Mayor which
resulted in the opposition split-
ting into 3 factions, namely, Jim-
my Delgado, Oscar Evangelista
and Bayani Datinguinoo.

Dr. Dolor’s were also af-
fected by Uncle Kiko and Un-
cle Vic, but it was of no conse-
quence in the over-all tally, a
mere 8% deduction.  On the
other hand, Jimmy Delgado was
badly affected in Sabang, Bal-
atero, Poblacion, Tabinay and
Sinandigan because of the
huge percentages that went to
Oscar Evangelista and Bayani
Datinguinoo.

2010 elections
The results of the 2007 elec-

tions clearly show Ex-Mayor
Teo Atienza’s influence on vot-
ers especially coming from the
religious and cultural minorities.
Whoever will be Teo Atienza’s
opponents in his comeback bid
as Mayor will have to contend
with the hundreds of loyal
Mangyan, Muslim and Iglesia
ni Cristo supporters of the
former Mayor.

Now, it seems that Mayor
Dolor, the nephew reportedly
will vie for another term as May-
or putting him in a collision
course with his uncle, Vice May-
or Atienza.  This early, the young
Mayor is said to be soliciting
the support of the fragmented
opposition.  However, many in
the opposition are aligning
themselves with the Vice May-
or who is now projecting him-
self as the underdog, an image
which is far from the truth.

Commentary on the las local elections:

United minorities, divided opposition

* Legend:
1) Pob - Poblacion
2) Ani - Aninuan
3) Bac - Baclayan
4) Bal - Balatero
5) Dul - Dulangan
6) Pal - Palangan
7) Sab - Sabang
8) San-A - San Antonio
9) San-I - San Isidro
10) Sin - Sinandigan
11) Sto - Sto. Niño
13) Tab - Tabinay
14) Vil - Villaflor
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RAINY DAY’S SPECIAL ROOM RATES! BARGAINS GALORE!
The Home of Narda’s Ikat Weaving in Puerto Galera

TRADITIONAL INDIAN CURRY BUFFET SUPPER
Every Saturday from 1900 - 2100

FREE Pick-up and Drop off from Sabang Market.

Copied but never Bested, It’s the Experience that counts.

White Beach walkway earned
praises for the young Mayor
from environmental advocates.
The walkway effectively put a
stop to further encroachment of
the beach and was a great hit
amongst tourists during the
peak season.

The ban on Guest Relation
Officers or GROs in Videoke
bars ended the spread of pros-
titution in Poblacion.  The
Catholic Church protested the
increasing number of GROs in
Poblacion and the Mayor who
was a former seminarian ac-
ceded.

The cancellation of special
permits given to tricycle drivers
who do not have a franchise had
lessened the number of tricycles
now in service.  Special permits
were usually given during elec-
tions as a vote-getter.

The Mayor said that the
Municipal Traffic Office with all
the traffic enforcers had suc-
cessfully managed the flow of
traffic and helped pedestrians
along the busy streets of
Poblacion.  The Mayor had also
personally overseen the re-
moval of obstructions on path-
ways and walkways.

Dolor made special mention
on the recent holding of the De
Galera Festival which according
to him will entice more tourists

to come to Puerto Galera.  Trip
na Trip, the tourism program of
ABS-CBN had a special cover-
age of the De Galera Festival last
summer.

Education
Being the son of a high-

ranking Department of Educa-
tion official, the Mayor outlined
his many projects for the
schools and students of Puerto
Galera.  Dolor said new class-
rooms and school buildings will
be built including a new school
in the Dalaruan-Big La Laguna
area.  The Mayor said he was
able to get donations of books
and computers which were dis-
tributed to the schools.  He said
the government now has 80
scholars and that more scholar-
ship grants will be given cour-
tesy of his Korean friends.

Teachers cheered the
Mayor when he said,
“Mother, we will need to hire
more teachers.”

The Mayor also said that he
will build a Puerto Galera Devel-
opment and Learning Center
under the TESDA which will
teach and train students to be
skilled workers for the resorts.
Tuition Fee will be free.

Landmark projects
The Mayor announced the

Build-Operate-Transfer plans
for both the Waterworks Sys-

tem and the Waste Water Treat-
ment Facility (WWTP).  He said
that there are investors willing
to bankroll the rehabilitation of
the water system and that once
done, there will be sufficient
water supply in all the
barangays.  The WWTP is now
up for bidding and the Mayor
said that they now have the
money to buy the land where
the facility will be constructed.

The Mayor also bared the
finalization of the new Tourism
Masterplan which will be the
bible of tourism development
under his administration.  The
Masterplan he said will be pre-
sented to the Sangguniang
Bayan for their approval and for
the necessary ordinances to be
enacted.

The Mayor thanked his
brother, Provincial Board Mem-
ber Bonz Dolor and Governor
Arnan Panaligan for the comple-
tion of the cementing of the
Poblacion-Sabang Road.  Dolor
also announced that the remain-
ing unpaved portions of the
Puerto Galera-Calapan Road will
be cemented within the year
with a budget of 80 million pe-
sos coming from the National
Government.  He said that an
additional 15 million pesos will
be used to cement the un-ce-
mented portion in Talipanan.

Others in the list of Mayor’s
projects are: construction of a
dormitory hostel-type accom-
modation at the third floor of the
public market, construction of a
convention hall that can hold
700 people, air-conditioning of
the municipal gymnasium and
the takeover of the administra-
tion of the museum.

Clearly noticeable was the
frosty relationship between the
Mayor and his uncle, Vice
Mayor Atienza.  Mayor Dolor
will reportedly run for a second
term which will put him in a col-
lision course against his uncle
who plans to be Mayor again in
2010.  The Mayor ended his
speech with the words: “We
have been elected under differ-
ent parties but we have been
elected by the same people. As
the people did not mind our po-
litical parties… so are we called
upon not to mind our parties in
serving their well-being. Adher-
ing firmly to this attitude, with
minds anxious over our
people’s difficulties and hearts
full of sympathy for their just
longings for a better life, I have
faith that Almighty God will
show us the way that we can
take together towards the ful-
fillment of our town’s dream for
a life of dignity, peace, pros-
perity and freedom.”

Mayor makes 1st SOMA... from page 1
PUERTO GALERA recorded a
phenomenal population growth
rate from the year 2000 up to the
2007 census.    It registered the
highest growth rate among the
15 towns of Oriental Mindoro.
Puerto Galera’s 3.45 annual
population growth rate is almost
double the second placer, town
of Roxas which registered a 1.72
growth rate.  Calapan’s growth
rate is only 1.38 while nearby
San Teodoro is just 1.19.

Puerto Galera’s booming
population is attributed to its
surging economy.  As more busi-
nesses open shop, demand for
manpower also increase making
more people to stay and live in
Puerto Galera.  The spouses of

Puerto Galera residents opt to
reside in Puerto Galera where
there are many opportunities to
earn a living.

There are many peculiarities
when one compares the popu-
lation data per barangay.  The
biggest gainer is Poblacion
which is mainly due to muslims
coming from Mindanao who
found a market for their wares
in PG.  Many former residents of
Sabang are now residents of
Poblacion owing to its cheaper
domicile rentals.  Sabang’s
population decreased like
Balatero and Baclayan whose
Mangyan residents opted to
transfer in Tabinay and
Aninuan.

PG’s records high growth rate

Website: www.coral-cove.com   E-mail: info@coral-cove.com   Contact Numbers: 043-2873220 or 043-2873464

Welcome to Coral Cove Resort!

2007 Puerto Galera Population
BARANGAY 2000 2007 Gain

Poblacion 2,805 4,263 1,458
San Isidro 1,977 3,319 1,342
Aninuan 1,505 2,485 980
Villaflor 1,025 1,641 616
Sinandigan 931 1,433 502
Santo Nino 1,278 1,701 423
Tabinay 2,161 2,579 418
Dulangan 2,282 2,500 218
Palangan 918 1,118 200
San Antonio 585 695 110
Balatero 3,210 3,172 -38
Sabang 2,752 2,702 -50
Baclayan 500 427 -73

TOTAL 21,929 28,035
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Noe Lineses SILVER BULLET

The Mayor’s SOMA and more
We have been out of circulation for more

than 1 year and thanks to our generous spon-
sors and friends we are back again to tell you
what’s happening in our community.

On the Mayor’s recent SOMA
The SOMA is the Mayor’s annual report

card.  It was not an outstanding report but it
was not also abysmal.

The Mayor displayed strong political will in
his first year in office when he required busi-
ness owners in White Beach to demolish struc-
tures encroaching the beach and to construct a
walkway.  The business owners in the begin-
ning were upset but later, most of them seem to
like the project.  However, scientists attending a
UNESCO seminar commented that the design
of the walkway is flawed and the structure might
not last long.

The implementation of the EUF ordinance
also demonstrates the Mayor’s strong political
will.  Nearly 8 million pesos have so far been
collected and the bulk of the money will be spent
to address the worsening garbage problem.
However, the Mayor needs to review the ordi-
nance creating the CRM Board which handles
the allocation and disbursement of the EUF
funds.

One of the highlights of the Mayor’s SOMA
was the planned rehabilitation of the water sys-
tem.  We wondered why the Mayor was so em-
phatic when he said that the water system is
owned by the people of Puerto Galera.  After
later finding out that there was already an in-
vestor in the Mayor’s Rehabilitate-Operate-
Transfer plan and later reading the draft MOA,
we realized that there’s something amiss here.
For 25 or even 50 years, Manila-based corpora-
tions will take charge of our water supply.  We
agree with our source that the MOA is very ad-
vantageous to the private partner.  We could
not say the same if it will be beneficial to the
people of Puerto Galera.  We hope the Mayor
will divulge the details of the plan and will invite
comments and reactions from the public.

What was striking in the SOMA was repeated
reference to how he is streamlining government
and showering benefits to employees.  There is
also a plan to publish a government website where
the people can find information and download
forms and requirements for permits or licenses.

During the 90-minute long speech, the Mayor
did not say any program to address the rising
costs of basic commodities or the ever-increas-
ing ferry tariff rates which is now 250 pesos,
one-way.  A ticket for RORO vessels from
Calapan to Batangas is less than 200 pesos.
Puerto Galera is much nearer than Calapan and
the outrigger bancas are relatively cheaper to
run than the RORO vessels but still shipping
operators here continue to increase the price of
the ticket.

The Mayor scored big with the religious
sector when he refused to give working permits
to GROs in Poblacion which forced Videoke bars
to close shop.  However, he said that he could
not do the same in Sabang as it is vital to tour-
ism in that area.  There were students in the
audience and the message of that statement is

that prostitution is OK if it is vital to tourism
and that selling sex to foreigners is our brand of
tourism.  Prudence dictates that certain matters
would best be left unspoken.

The Mayor mentioned the new Tourism
Masterplan which will be the bible of tourism
development of Puerto Galera during his admin-
istration.  Inputs for the Masterplan were taken
from those who attended the workshop.  Those
invited did not include owners of major tourism
establishments and we believe that before the
government finalized the Masterplan, more in-
puts should be solicited from the real stakehold-
ers.   There was aMasterplan before which did
not succeed because the Mayor that time did
not have the political will.  Now, we have a Mayor
who can implement the Masterplan BUT for it
to be acceptable there should be participation
from all sectors in the creation of the Masterplan.

One of the items in the Masterplan is the
building height limit which will be allowed.  Only
7 meters is the allowed height limit for buildings
which are 25 meters away from the highest tide
and as high as 11 meters for buildings 50 meters
away from the shore and as high as 20 meters
for buildings beyond and after the national road.

The Mayor was singing his own praises for
the holding of the De Galera Festival.  The Fes-
tival, worth more than 700,000 pesos, the Mayor
said will entice many tourists to come to Puerto
Galera.  We beg to disagree.  The De Galera Fes-
tival is historically significant since May 12 was
the day when the Spanish Conquistadores first
came to our shores.  But to say that it is already
a tourism event maybe overrated.  The tourists
come because of Puerto Galera’s exceptional
natural attractions not because of the street
dancing or the muses or the parades.  Besides
what we had were common to fiestas all over
the Philippines.  If we wish to stand out and
really make a serious tourism event out of the
De Galera Festival, consider involving the tour-
ism sector and get professional event organiz-
ers instead of politicians planning the event.

The Mayor said that he plans to install a
Galleon replica at the intersection near the
Candava Grocery Store.  Mayor, our research
shows that Puerto Galera originated not from
the Spanish Puerto de Galleon but Puerto de
Galera, meaning, Port of the Galley.  A galley is a
smaller version of a galleon.  If the Mayor wish
to be historically correct, then it should be a
replica of the galley San Miguel which was the
vessel used by the Spaniards when they claimed
Puerto Galera.

The Mayor has been largely successful in
managing the traffic in Poblacion with the cre-
ation of the Municipal Traffic Office and hiring
of traffic enforcers.  He said that he also person-
ally saw the removal of obstructions along walk-
ways and pathways.  Good job, Mayor, but it
would be great if you can also remove the con-
crete plant boxes and place them in the plaza.
The plant boxes are obstructions to pedestri-
ans and a traffic hazard.

The Mayor’s SOMA was academic and
straightforward.  It is a good beginning.  Con-
gratulations on your first year, Mayor.

Editorial Tidbits:
This is the section where we share our opin-

ions regarding certain events or issues affecting
Puerto Galera.  And due to our long absence, the
issues have piled up and it would be very hard to
write a forceful editorial if we were to list them all.
So this is what we will do.  We will write tidbits
and it would be up to you dear reader to sift
through them and basically read between the
lines.  Here goes:

On the 2008 Budget
The 2008 budget is more than 61 million pesos.

We found a small difference in the way the munici-
pal government prioritize projects.  Again, most of
the money will be spend for the operation and
maintenance of the government.  Contrary to what
the Mayor said in his SOMA, the municipal gov-
ernment has more money to spend this year.  Un-
like the previous administration where most of the
monies from the Economic Development Fund
(EDF) were tied up to loan amortization, now Mayor
Dolor has 100% of the EDF or nearly 8 million pe-
sos for development projects.  The Mayor still
has 6 months to show something spectacular out
of the DEVELOPMENT fund.

On the 2006 Calamity Fund
Councilor Leo Persia last year made a

privelege speech asking the whereabouts of the
2006 Calamity Fund.  He said that the funds worth
more than 3 million pesos should have been re-
appropriated in the 2007 budget.  The councilor
alleged that no surplus was reflected in the 2007
budget; hence the funds are missing.

The councilor recommended the following
courses of action: to hire a Certified Public Ac-
count to examine the books of the municipality;
to seek a bank reconciliation to reconcile the book
of accounts with actual funds in the bank; and to
request a Special Audit from the Commission on
Audit to investigate the anomaly.  However, after
a series of meetings, the issue seems to be for-
gotten or at the least, mellowing down.

On the Environmental User Fee
The total EUF collection is 7,810,860 pesos

as of June 27, 2008.  Two million pesos will be
uses to purchase the property where the Waste
Water Treatment Facility will be located.  A source

said that the location will be at Big La Laguna,
behind La Laguna Beach Club.  The rest of the
money will be used to purchase the land for the
new dumpsite.

Divide the total EUF by 50 and you get the
total number of tourists who came to Puerto
Galera which is 156,000, way below the
government’s estimated tourist arrival.

Winners of the World Bay Contest
Jezreel Lopez, a student from the Puerto Galera

Academy, received 10,000 pesos after winning
the grand prize of the recent “Here is my bay
Contest”.  Therese Lombos who placed second
in the local competition won bigger than Lopez
when she won the International Competition and
will receive her prize in Spain, all-expenses paid
by the Most Beautiful Bay Club.

Terrorists were here
Do you know that 2 of Bin Laden’s lieuten-

ants went to scuba dive here in 1995 while plan-
ning the assasination of Pope John Paul II?  Ac-
cording to reports, Ramzi Yousef and Khalid Sheik
Mohammed, main architects of the 9/11 attacks
as well as the Bali bombing, came to Puerto Galera
not only to scuba dive but to meet with members
of the Abu Sayyaf.  Yousef allegedly trained
twenty people on one of the meetings.

To read the article, go to this website: http://
www.indopedia.org/Ramzi_Yousef.html - We
believe the authorities should look more into this,
as incredulous as it seems, the report is part of
the de-classified Bojinka plot.

Who is Mayor Hubbert Dolor?
Many people said that they know only a few

personal stuff about our 36-year old Mayor since
he did not grew up here.  Everybody knows he is
the oldest son of DepEd Oriental Mindoro head
Estrellita Atienza Dolor.  All of Mayor Dolor’s
siblings are professional who have excelled in
their chosen careers, namely: Fiscal Humilito
Dolor, Engr. Humphrey Dolor and Provincial
Board Member Humerlito Dolor.

Mayor Dolor is married to Dra. Elizabeth Dolor
from whom he has a 3-year old child.  The Mayor
was born in November 3, 1971.  He got his MD at
Our Lady of Fatima Univeristy in 1998 and got
his masteral in public administration at NCBA in
2002.  He was also a fellow of leadership man-
agement under the Zuellig foundation.
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puertogalera.org/forum
Forum for  Visitors and Residents of Puerto Galera

ED: The Community Forum of our website, www.puertogalera.org, is receiving many posts from its
members and we believe, although sometimes we do not agree with the opinions of the forumers,
that many of the ideas and views expressed are interesting and newsworthy.  If you wish your views
to be published in this section, join the forum and share your ideas.  A Forumer may use a nick-
name to protect his/her identity.  Moderators: netmagus (poblacion) and bastarasta (white beach).
There are now more than 200 members and over 700 posts under 200 topics as of July 7.

Topic: Ang mga tricycle sa
Puerto Galera
Views: 1269 as of July 7

fromwhitebeach: There are
too many tricycles now in PG.  I
could not imagine how they can
earn, something must be done!
Everyday there is a long line and
sometimes there are fights as
the drivers jostle for passen-
gers.  There should be color
coding.

Mabuhay: You are right!
There are too many.  It’s already
an eyesore. Tourists also do not
like them.  (Sometimes) they
overcharge.  The officials
should do something about
this.

netmagus: It started in 1992.
There was a limit before but the
problem is every election, the
Mayor would give special per-
mits and later lift the limit.

kabayan: Does anyone
know who’s in charge of them?
If yes, it might be an idea to pro-
pose to them the following: Let
the ‘leader’ create a trycicle
driver’s union. Those who are
members of the union can work
together instead of fighting
over passengers. This is so
common nowadays in the mod-
ern world. How? They can have
a monthly wage thru the union.
Passengers can buy tickets at a
ticket booth (e.g. a long ticket
priced php 100, this tkt is num-
bered 1-10, if it is within
poblacion only then it’s 1zone,
that’s 1strip off your ticket, if
poblacion to white beach that’s
2 zones, so 2strips on your
ticket)so the drivers put a stamp
on ur tkt , by zone, so if bayan
to white beach, thats 2zones = 2
strips on the ticket, ganon
hanggang maubos ang strips
nung ticket na yun, if the pas-
senger gives them a tip, then
fine, that’s theirs, but thru this,
sales are easily monitored by
the union. Siguro ticket booth
sa each barangay? This would
mean a lot to the drivers, unang
una spare time! kc they have a
monthly income from the ticket
sales as long as they’re mem-
bers of the union, without hav-
ing to pila all the time, kumbaga
toka toka sila, shifting.  That
way they can make use of their
spare time efficiently coz they
don’t have to wait all day long
for passengers. Pwede silang
mag 2 jobs! so for them in the
end, more income na  naman.
Oo, sharing would mean less for
each of the member, but mas

maganda naman siguro ito kesa
sa nag aagawan sila sa
pasahero, so stupid to do and
so unprofessional to tourists!
nakakahiya na nga talaga di ba?
Minsan feeling ko parang stalker
na sila eh! kc nga, no passenger
no income! they have no choice
but to fight for them! Ang
kagandahan pa nito, fare will be
monitored as well, wala nang
mag o-overprice or whatever. Of
course pwede pa ring sumakay
ang walang ticket but then mas
mapapamahal din nga coz you
never know how much a driver
will ask. Having these tickets
implemented is positive for both
the drivers and the passengers.
It’ s all about uniting them. It’s
up to them as well if they are
open to new ideas, to changes,
mahirap kc rin minsan sa tin, as
soon as changes come their
way..nauunahan na ng ‘mahirap
yan’ or di pwede yan instead of
trying it first and see if it works
for them.

johncassey: i am a foreigner
but been going back to Sabang
for the last 20 years. I see that
you are discussing tricycles, do
not fully understand but get
some bits and pieces of tagalog.
Tricyles are nice like your
jeepneys, however, don’t you
think there are too many already
and also motorcycles. it was not
like before when you can walk
from sabang to puerto galera,
very nice and pleasant walk.
Last time i did it, i nearly got hit
by a tricycle. You alse need to
study the effects of the tricycles
on the environment. cheers.

***
Topic: moorings for the fish
and the corals
Views: 235 as of July 7

netmagus: It was a perfect
day to snorkel. But we did not
go there just to see the fishes at
coral garden. We went to wit-
ness the installation of moorings
to be used by the bancas which
bring in tourist to snorkel in
coral garden.

Danny Enriquez, former
chair of the SB Environmental
Committee, wrote a letter to
Mayor Dolor and other con-
cerned citizens about the con-
tinued destruction of the corals
from indiscriminate dropping of
anchors by the bancas. Mrs.
Locsin responded by donating
3 cement mooring blocks with
steel cables and buoys worth
56,000 pesos. The Locsin fam-
ily has been, always been at the

forefront of environmental con-
servation in Puerto Galera.

Today, May 16, was that day
when we see the moorings in-
stalled at coral garden to pro-
tect the fishes and the corals
which continue to draw hun-
dreds of eager visitors to expe-
rience the unique underwater
world of Puerto Galera.

With us was Erning, presi-
dent of the bancas association,
who together with other boat-
men generously gave us a ride
and a snorkeling tour. The boat-
men agreed to use the moorings
instead of dropping anchors;
they too want to protect their
source of livelihood.

Erning said that they need 2
additional moorings to cover the
entire coral garden. Danny said
we need to solicit money to fund
this project. It would cost
around 38,000 pesos to pay for
2 more moorings.

So we now ask anyone with
a generous heart who loves the
environment to kindly donate
for the 2 moorings so that the
entire coral garden will be pro-
tected from destruction.

Sometimes it’s best to do it
on your own rather than wait
for other people to do it for you
especially here in PG. Do a little
good deed, a bit here, a bit there,
no big promotion, just plain
community work... for the future
of our kids. Thanks Danny.

bastarasta: Wala po bang
allocation jan from our EUF
since its for the protection of
our environment. I understand
its for the moorings but why do
we need the moorings? di ba to
protect our marine life which is
part of our environment.

While we truly appreciate
voluntary donations “some-
times” sa iba po kasi “always”
na itong hihintayin at hindi na
magagalaw yung dapat ay para
jan while we all know that the
fund is truly for the environment.

kitkat: hello netmagus, i
wish to donate money to this
cause. please tell me how i can
send the money. it’s not much
but i hope others will chip in.

netmagus: would like to
thank a friend who wrote me an
email and i hope he wouldnt
mind if i copied the email here
so i can lay bare to the public
what i learned so far about the
EUF as a reply.

Here is his email:
Anyway, I read today’s

concern, i.e., about the moorings

to be installed in the coral gar-
den. It is touching to know that
more and more people are truly
concerned, especially demon-
strating that even a small per-
sonal effort and contribution
could make a difference.

While volunterism works, it
may give the wrong signal, es-
pecially to those in authority
who are mandated to do it. On
the other hand, these latter
guys can’t or simply don’t do
it. And the fish or the corals or
seagrass can’t wait. It would
perhaps be best if before any
volunteering is done, the case
should be made clear to every-
body, and especially to the le-
gally authorized persons. This
is for their information (and sup-
posedly for action). But if they
don’t act, volunteerrism is a
proper recourse. This way, no-
body gets disadvantaged.

I would agree that the EUF,
on top of the voluntary contri-
butions, is the most proper
source of the funds. With the
problems cropping up regard-
ing its implementation, it is a
must that, while early, the board
or committee responsible for its
disbursement meet to plan and
implement it properly. two
things are most important: at
least 80% of the money should
go to the environment and it
must be made clear to every-
body, especially to those who
pay, that this is th case, and ev-
erything related to the euf be
transparent. Experiences in
other places in the country
implementing this EUF or its
equivalent tells us that it can
make them or brake them. Let us
not wait for this latter to hap-
pen in PG.

My reply: Dear Friend, I just
spoke Ms Aileen Bareng, head
of the tourism office and she
said that tourism arrival last year
was in the vicinity of 1.7 million.
I agree that this figure must be
somewhat too high as we esti-
mate that maximum tourist arrival
would be around 700,000 to
800,000 - given present capac-
ity. Now the thing that baffles
the mind is that it is almost one-
half year since they started col-
lecting the EUF (they started
December) and as of May, they
have only collected 6 million
pesos which translates to
120,000 tourists. Hmmm, peak
season is almost over and the
question is: why only 120,000
at this point in time?

I do not wish to cast asper-
sions but the govt should ex-
plain why they are declaring 6
million pesos as of May, when
it should be more if we based it
on estimates of the past coming
from the govt. Are there that
many tourists able to evade col-
lection agents at the pier?

Next question is: why is the
CRM Board not meeting, why

has the Mayor not called a meet-
ing... when will he convene the
Board... who replaced the mem-
bers who resigned... under the
ordinance the Board is the one
that has authority to allocate,
appropriate, disburse and make
policies re: use of the EUF...

What happend to the CRM
Board? Many Barangay Cap-
tains are already itching to get
their share of the EUF... to be
used on things not really envi-
ronmental... what if a barangay
captain decide to buy a laptop
computer or new cellphones for
all the Kagawad... will that meet
the intent for which the EUF was
enacted... Can the Mayor say
no to the Barangay Captain?

We have voiced our con-
cerns many times before and
after the ordinance was
passed... the SB need to review
the creation, composition and
powers of the Board... other-
wise, politics will come into
play... Alas.. WWF, the people
who crafted the ordinance did
not listen to the people who had
seen so many bright ideas that
never saw the light of day.

How do we make the EUF
work... to fulfill the objectives
for which it was created...

How do we become a part
of this... Will there be repercus-
sions to our business if we voice
criticisms or if we become too
enthusiatic when making sug-
gestions? Should all the politi-
cians be members of the board
or should there be a committee
composed primarily of con-
cerned individuals, stakehold-
ers and representatives from the
business sector who would
have a “free hand” in making
decisions re: the environment.

The SB is planning to
amend the ordinance to limit pri-
vate sector participation in the
EUF... it will be a disaster in the
making... who can stop this...
should we all just wait and see...
watch them talk and debate
while the fishes and corals die
and all the pollution, wastewa-
ter flow into the sea, our main
source of livelihood... our main
tourist attraction..

johncassey: count me in, i
wish to help. But I agree with
your friend that you must not
alienate the government but get
them to be part of this. Don’t
know how as I am a foreigner
but a friction with the authori-
ties would not be helpful.

***
Topic: NFA Rice para sa
mahihirap, nasaan?
Views: 52 as of July 7

bastarasta: Matanong ko
lang po. Mayroon po ba tayong
NFA Rice dito sa Puerto Galera
para sa mga mahihirap nating
kababayan dito sa Galera?
Nasaan po ito at saan po
pwedeng bumili?

Ang mahal na nga ng mga

isda,gulay at ibang paninda sa
galera. At tila wala na yatang
kabalak balak na magkaron pa
ng Price control dito sa atin, pati
ba naman NFA Rice wala pa rin?

Knock,knock patuloy pa
pong tumataas ang presyo ng
langis. Kasunod nito ay ang
hindi maiiwasang pagtaas ng
cost of production sa mga
pagkain at iba pang bilihin?

Mayor, meron po ba? Isang
pagtatanong lang po, in behalf
of our poor constituents at sa
ating mga katutubo.

***
Topic: Puerto Galera Rescue
Team

netbroPG: Just like in other
town where I’ve been, I believe
we should also have our own
Rescue,Disaster and Emer-
gency responsive volunteer
team here in Puerto Galera. Spe-
cially now that stronger ty-
phoons will be coming accord-
ing to the PAGASA forecast.

I hope forumers can bring
this up together so that we can
create this volunteering team
and eventually obtain proper
training in rescue and emer-
gency handling. Foreign expats
are also welcome to join.

This would also help/sup-
port our government in helping
our fellow galerans specially the
affected poor families during
those difficult situation in the
middle of a calamity.

Better to be prepared.
***

Topic: Online Cybersex in Pub-
lic Internet Shop

xellosking: I was surprised
one time when I was surfing in
the internet some girls (prosti-
tutes) chatting and using live
webcams showing their boobs
and genitals parts to their chat
partners. I tried to ignore it but
when I go back again to that
said internet shop it seems that
its only a normal way of com-
munication. Mahiya naman
etong mga may-ari ng computer
shops dito sa sabang!! Ang
lakas ng loob na i-tolerates ang
ganitong kalaswaan. Napaka-
ignorante naman ng mga taong
ito tungkol sa batas na mahigpit
na ipagbabawal ang
paghuhubad at pagpapakita ng
mga maseselang bahagi ng
katawan online. Sana naman
bago maging huli ang lahat may
umaskyon naman sa kasong ito.

cheguevara: Wow grabe
yan ha. Totoo ba talaga yan?
San lugar? hehehe. Pero grabe
talaga yan kasi mga kabataan
ang pumapasok sa mga
Internet cafe dyan sa sabang,
naglalaro ng games.  Pero seri-
ously, ano ginagawa ng mga
taong simbahan dyan sa
sabang. Kung mga govt offi-
cials, malabo magkaroon ng ac-
tion dyan, ang pag-asa na lang
natin ay ang simbahan. Attn:
Father SJ.
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www.asiadivers.com

with

El Galleon Beach Resort / Asia Divers
Small La Laguna Beach, Puerto Galera,

Oriental Mindoro, 5203 Philippines
Email contact: admin@asiadivers.com

Phone: (+63) 917-8145107 Tel/Fax: (+63) 43 287-3205

Small La Laguna Beach, Sabang
Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro

5203 Philippines
Tel/Fax: +63 (43) 287-3227

“For the discriminating traveler, desiring
and deserving the very best...
at very reasonable prices.”

Puerto Galera’s only beach front
Italian-Spanish condominium and resort hotel.

Portofino is the Asia home of “Huevos Rancheros” –

Since 1983

THE DIVER’S RESORT
Sabang Beach, Puerto Galera

Tels. (043) 287-3071 / 0973 496 691
Mobile: 0917 540 4570

captngreggs@gmx.net  / info.captngreggs.com.ph

I got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked at

International Food
Bar B Que
Mexican Food
Biggest Meals
Best Atmosphere

Western Style Accommodation
Seaside Restaurant Serving
Dive Shop - Over 30 Dive Sites

P.A.D.I. Courses in English, German, Swedish
42-Foot Dive Boat
Trips To Palawan
NITROX and Technical Courses

Package Prices Available

Manila Contact:
Swagman Hotel, Ermita, Manila

Tel. 523-3663 or 523-650

Gin Juice
Very Cold Beer
All Rooms With Cable TV
Hot And Cold Water
Chuck Burger

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES
Best Ice Cream in Phililppines

(made from San Francisco Recipes by a Manila Supplier to Top Hotels)

Freshly ground imported Coffee beans by pound or kilogram.....

Imported Teas and spices for home or restaurant use.....

AND... Famous Portofino Quality SANDWICHES,

PIZZA, PASTRY, PIES AND CAKES AND DOUGHNUTS.

Watch for Friday and Saturday
FREE MOVIE NIGHTS with meal service.

LOCATED NEXT TO BIG APPLE RESORT
ON SABANG BEACHFRONT
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pagitan ng Isla Verde at Batangas.
Taong 1943, si Father Thiel ay naging Parish

Priest sa Bongabong, Oriental Mindoro.  Dito
itinatag niya ang paaralang Saint Joseph Acad-
emy bilang tulong sa mga kabataan doon.
Tinulungan din niya ang mga Mangyan sa loob
ng labintatlong paglilingkod sa Bongabong.

Mayo 1956, si Father Thiel ay nadestino sa
Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro.  Dala ng
pagiging matulungin lalo na sa mga Mangyan,
inalam kaagad niya kung saan nakatira ang mga
katutubo.  Una niyang nakilala ang pamilya ni
Perto Evangelista at agad ipinagpagawa ng kubo
at ipinagamot dahil ang buong pamilya ay puno
ng buni.  Gumaling silang lahat sa sakit na buni,
ngunit may namatay dahil sa “malignant malaria”
na ikinagalit nila kay Fr. Thiel na dahil daw sa
gamot kaya namatay.  Ipinaliwanag naman ni Dra.
Panganiban ang dahilan, na lahat sila ay ginamot
niya at isa lamang ang namatay subalit hindi pa
rin sila naniwala at hindi pa rin nadala ni Fr. Thiel
ang pamilya ni Perto Evangelista.

Kasabay ng paghahanap sa mga Mangyan,
inalam ni Fr. Thiel kung anong samahan ng
simbahan ang meron dito.  Nang malaman niya
na ang Apostolado ng Panalangin ang tanging
samahan ng simbahan, inanyayahan ni Father ang
mga asawa ng mga nagsisimba sa misa niya.
Inanyayahan din niya ang punong bayan na si
Mayor Leoncio Axalan Sr. at ilang matatanda sa
bayan na kung tawagin niya ay mga haligi ng
bayan.  Tumawag siya ng pagpupulong sa mga
lalaking inanyayahan at nagtatag ng isang
samahan para sa mga lalaki, ang Holy Name Soci-
ety. Ang napiling maging pangulo ng samahan
ay si Mayor Leoncio Axalan Sr.

Kinausap din ni Fr. Thiel ang ilang katekista
na naglingkod sa panahon ni Fr. Juan School
SVD.  Nag-anyaya pa siya ng ibang katekista
upang bigyan ng seminar at nang sa ganun ay
makapagturo sila sa mga paaralan.

Inalam din ni Fr. Thiel kung ilan ang mga
malalayong lugar na kung saan pwedeng magtayo
ng kapilya, tulad ng Sinandigan, Sabang,
Aninuan, San Isidro, Balatero at Dulangan.  Ayon
sa mga taga-barrio, mahirap daw na pumunta sa
misa sa bayan dahil walang sasakyan o masama
ang daan.  Sinabi ni Fr. Thiel na masaya siya kapag
nakapagtayo ng maliliit na simbahan sa mga bar-
rio na kung saan pwede niyang pagmisahan.

Pagkatapos ng kanyang mga plano para sa
parokya nag-anyaya si Fr. Thiel ng makakasama
sa kumbento, at sa pagpunta sa mga barrio
ganundin para sa marami pa niyang mga
pagawain.  Sina Claudio Umali, Melchor Sur,
Maximo Gutierrez ang mga naunang naging
kasama, subalit si Claudio ay hindi nagtagal dahil
nag-asawa na.

Sa Puerto Galera ay isinilibra ng mga kaparian

at ilang mga madre sa Calapan ang kanyang ika-
25 taon pagkapari.  Ang Obispo noon ay si Rev.
Bishop William Duschak SVD at pinangasiwaan
ni Father Schenk SVD ang misa ng pasasalamat.

Ang ginagamit na sasakyan ni Fr. Thiel kapag
nagmimisa sa San Antonio, Dalaruan at Sabang
ay isang bangka, na kinabitan ng five horse power
na motor at kasama ang kanyang mga katekista at
sakristan.  Sa lugar na maaaring lakarin ay nilalakad
na lamang.  Kapag sa San Isidro naman ang misa
ay nakikisakay kami sa malalaking bangka.

Ipinagpatuloy ni Fr. Thiel ang pag-aanyaya
sa mga Mangyan.  Nagpatayo siya isang kamalig
sa Big Tabinay upang doon sila turuan ng
katesismo,  pagbasa, pagsulat, pagbilang at
kalinisan.  Sa simula 20 pamilya ang dumadalo
buhat sa itaas ng Dulangan, Tabinay at Balatero.
Pagkalipas ng isang buwan pati mga Mangyan
mula sa Villaflor hanggang Talipanan, umabot ng
87 pamilya ang dumadalo na rin.  Dito na sila
pinakakain at pagkatapos ng pag-aaral ay
bumabalik sila sa kani-kanilang lugar.

Pagkalipas ng ilang buwan inalam ni Bishop
William Duschak SVD kung may natututunan ang
mga Mangyan.  Nagkaroon ng kombensiyon sa
Tabinay na dinaluhan ng Obispo at siya mismo
ang nagtanong tungkol sa katesismo at sa Bibliya
at halos lahat ay nakakasagot.  Natuwa ang
Obispo at sinabi niya kay Fr. Thiel na ilipat na
lamang sa bayan ang 87 na pamilyang Mangyan.
Ipinagpagawa agad sila ng tirahan at paaralan ni
Fr. Thiel sa ngayon ay kinatatayuan ng Miserior
clinic.  Marami sa mga Mangyan ang may mga
sakit sa baga, buni, bubas at iba pang sakit na
nakakahawa. Kaya nagpagawa agad si Father ng
limang kubong  yari sa kawayan, buli at kugon.
Ang lahat na may sakit ay pinalipat sa kubo.

Noong nakatira na ang mga Mangyan sa
Poblacion, pati pananahi, paghahabi, paggawa
ng sombrero, pagluluto at paglalaba ay itinuro
na rin sa kanila, mga bagay na hanggang ngayon
ay nagagamit pa din nila.

Itinuro rin sa mga Mangyan ang kahalagahan
ng pitong sakramento at kung ano ang mga ito.
Silang lahat ay nabinyagan, nakumpilan,
nagkumpisal, nakinabang at ipinakasal, may ilang
napahiran ng banal na langis.

Isang sakong bigas at dalawang kahong
sardinas at iba pang de-lata ang nauubos sa isang
araw.  Kaya si Father ay pumunta sa Manila sa
Catholic Relief upang humingi ng bigas, bolgor,
mais harina, kuaker, gatas at mga damit.

Nang makita ito ng mga tagalog, may mga
nagtatanong kung bakit mga Mangyan lamang
ang tinutulungan ni Fr. Thiel at may nagsabi pa
na wala raw mapapala sa mga Mangyan.  Sinagot
sila ni Father at sinabi: “iInuunawa ko lang sila
dahil mahirap lang sila.”

Itutuloy sa susunod na isyu.

Dakilang Pari ng Puerto... mula sa p. 8
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Father Erwin Thiel, SVD (1902-1982):

Dakilang Pari ng Puerto Galera

Taong 1902,  ika- 15 ng Hulyo, sa Ber-
lin West Germany, isinilang si  Fr. Erwin
Thiel.  Siya ay panganay  sa tatlong
magkakapatid.  Ang kanyang ama ay
isang protestante, samantalang ang
kanyang ina ay  isang debotong
Katoliko.  Gayunpaman hindi naging
hadlang ang magkaibang relihiyon
upang ang
kanyang mga
magulang ay
maikasal sa
S i m b a h a n g
Katoliko.  Dahil sa
p a g m a m a h a l ,
nagawa pa ng
kanyang ama na
ipagtanim ng
bulaklak na rosas
ang kanyang ina
upang may maialay
ito sa Imahen ng
Mahal na Birhen.
Sa kanyang ina, nakita ni Fr. Thiel ang
pagmamahal at pagkalinga sa
mahihirap, isang ugali na naging
pundasyon ng kanyang pambihirang
misyon sa Puerto Galera.

Labing-limang taon gulang si Fr.
Thiel nang magtrabaho sa isang textile
company na kung saan siya napilayan
dahil sa pagka-ipit ng kanyang hita sa
roweda ng makina.  Gusto ng kanyang
ama na maging isang inhenyero siya
habang maging pari naman ang gusto
ng kanyang ina.  Noong panahon iyon
laganap ang balitang milagro ng Mahal
na Birhen ng Lourdes.  Ang mga
maysakit na dumarayo ay gumagaling.
Isinama ng kanyang ina si Fr. Thiel sa

Lourdes upang hilingin ang kagalingan
ng kanyang hita.  Gumaling si Fr. Thiel,
umuwi siya na wala ng saklay at
nakalakad na ng maayos.  Dahil sa
himalang ito, nagpabinyag sa Katoliko
ang kanyang ama at pumayag na ring
maging pari siya.  Masayang masaya
ang kanyang ama noong siya’y pari

na, at ipinag-
malaki pa sa lahat
na may anak na
siyang pari.

Isa siyang
mabuting pari at
kristiyano na
naging dahilan
upang siya’y
hulihin at ikulong
ng mga Nazi,
gayundin ang
ibang mga pari sa
Berlin.  Nang
magkaroon sila

ng pagkakataon, kasama nang isang
bilanggong Obispo sila ay nakatakas
sa piitan.  Napadpad siya dito sa
Pilipinas, at taong 1940 ipinadala siya
sa Calapan, Oriental Mindoro.  Dito’y
naglingkod siya bilang Parish Priest sa
panahon ni Rev. Bishop William
Finnemann SVD.  Panahon ng Hapon
noon, at muli siya ay ikinulong ng mga
Hapon, kasama sina Father Bernardo
Pues SVD at Bishop William
Finnemann SVD at iba pang Pilipino
sa Calapan.  Mapalad si Fr. Thiel at Fr.
Pues at hindi sila isinama nang
binuntugan ng mga hapon si Bishop
Finnemann noong October 26, 1942 sa

ni Verginia Lineses Gutierrez
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Hindi ko alam kung paano ko
umpisan ang pagsulat na ito. Sa
ngayon marami ang bumabagabag sa
dibdib ko, bilang ina, bilang anak at
isang ulilang asawa. “Paano na kaya?”
Yan ang tanong ng aking isipan sa
tuwing ako ay gigising sa umaga para
harapin na naman ang katotohanan.
Masakit isipin subalit kailangan kong
tanggapin.

Sa bagay naisip ko din, sino ba ang
nabuhay sa mundong ito na hindi
nasaktan, hindi umiyak, hindi
namatayan, hindi naulila at hindi nag
hinagpis? Lahat tayo ay dadaan sa
pagkalumbay, yun nga lang ang
malaking katanungan lang dun ay kung
gaano kasakit at katangap-tangap sa
puso at diwa mo ang mga bagay na
nakakapagpalumbay sa iyo.

Tinatanong ko minsan, ganito naba
kasama ang mundo natin sa ngayon?
At ganun na lang ba kadali ang mag-
papatay kapag naisipan mo agad lalo
na kung makapangyarihan ka at
marami kang pera. Alam nating lahat

na, dito sa mundong ibabaw lahat ay
nabibili, kaya kaawa-awa ang mga
taong mahihirap dahil wala silang laban
sa katotohanan kundi ang prinsipyong
nananaginting sa pagkatao nila.

Naisip ko din, nasaan ang tapang
ng mga taga Puerto Galera?  Bakit hindi
sila mag salita...dahil ba takot sila at
baka madamay pati ang kanilang
pamilya.  Ang pinapangamba ko lang
ay huwag lang sanang mang yari sa
kanila ang nangyari sa pinakamamahal
ko.  Paano na nga ba tayo?  Ganun na
lang ba basta-basta ang nangyari at
mga nangyayari ngayon?  Gumising
na! Ganito ba ang ipamamana nating
buhay at kapaligiran sa mga susunod
na henerasyon?

Habang binabasa mo ito, isipin mo
ang kinabukasan ng anak mo, apo o
mga mahal mo sa buhay na mas
nakakabata sa iyo.  Magkikibit-balikat
nalang ba tayo dahil sa takot.  Dagdag
pa dito, kapag pala masyado kang
magaling, mabait at matulungin dun
pala mas delikado ang buhay mo….ano

ba ang nagawa ng asawa ko na
ikinagalit nila ng lubusan.  Kung
pumatay din sya ng tao mas
maintindihan ko pa…pero hindi
naman. Kapag binabangit at
hinahanap ng panganay kong anak
ang daddy nya…hindi ko alam kung
iiyak ako o maaawa, pinagdadasal ko
lang na sa panahon na may isip na sya,
sana maipaliwanag ko sa kanya sa
tamang paraan ng pagpapaunawa ng
sa gayon ay maintindihan nya at hindi
sya magtanim ng galit at poot sa puso
nya, bilang isang ina paghahandaan
ko yun.  Marami pa akong mararanasan,
sabi nga ng asawa ko nung buhay pa
sya kapag ang mga anak namin ay
nagliligalig at pag may sakit, “Mami,
makakaraos din tayo” pero sa ngayon
sarili ko na lang ang linyang yun,
makakaraos din kami ng mga anak ko.
At pag may-awa ang Diyos
magkakaroon din ng hustisya ang pag
kamatay ng asawa ko, hindi man sa
mundong ibabaw kundi sa buhay na
walang hangan.

Katarungan para sa asawa ko!
ni Catherine Garcia, asawa ni Atty. Christian Garcia

Liezel Garcia, Star Scholar muli
Muli na namang itinanghal na Star

Scholar ang kababayan natin na si
Liezel Garcia matapos siyang
makapagtala ng pinaka-mataas na
grado sa katatapos na Gala Night
noong Sabado, ika-5 ng Hulyo.  Sa
tatlong ginanap na Gala Nights, laging
si Liezel ang nagwawagi bilang Star
Scholar at umaani ng papuri mula sa
mga judges at mentors.  Sa mga blogs
sa Internet, dumarami ang humahanga
sa pambihirang boses ni Liezel na
tinaguriang “Pride of Puerto Galera.”

Si Liezel na tubong Suli, Balatero,
ay ipinanganak noong ika-20 ng
Disyembre 1985.  Ang lola ni Liezel ang
unang nakakita sa kanyang talento
kaya sa napakamurang edad ay
sinimulan ang kanyang pagsasanay.
Una niyang kinanta sa publiko ang
“Dalagang Bukid” sa edad na tatlong
taon at lubos na ikinatuwa ng mga
manonood.

Mula noon, lalong ginalingan ni
Liezel ang pagkanta at umani siya ng
iba-ibang award mula sa ibat-ibang
patimpalak.  Pagkatapos niyang
makakuha ng degree sa Mass Commu-
nication sa PUP, nagtrabaho siya sa

Dubai ng isang taon at limang buwan.
Sa Dubai siya nag-audition sa Pinoy
Dream Academy (PDA).  Ipinagpalit ni
Liezel ang kanyang trabaho sa Dubai
sa PDA sa pangarap na isang maging
professional singer.   Isang desisyon
na ngayon ay nagtutulak kay Liezel sa
tugatog ng tagumpay.

Ngayon na nasa PDA na siya,
nakakalungkot na hindi nakita ng
kanyang lola ang kanyang naabot,
subalit umaasa si Liezel na makakasama
niyang muli ang kanyang ama.  Umalis
ang kanyang ama noong siya ay 6 na
taon lamang at muli niyang nakita
noong siya ay 20 taong gulang na.

Sa unang Gala Night, kinanta ni
Liezel ang “Dance with my father” na
binansagan na pinaka-magaling na
performance noon gabing yaon.
Maging ang resident juror na si Louie
Ocampo ay pinuri si Liezel at sinabi:
“Pinaka-maganda ang iyong pagkanta.
Ang ganda ng kantang pinili mo; pati
kulot ng mga boses mo, ang ganda.”
Lahat ng nanood sa kanya ay lubhang
humanga sa linaw ng boses at tapat na
emosyon.

Tunay na may iba pa kay Liezel

bukod sa kanyang hitsura.  Patunay
ang kanyang nakabibighaning boses,
subalit lalong kahanga-hanga ang
kanyang magandang pakikisalamuha
sa iba pang scholars.

Ipinagmamalaki ngayon ng buong
bayan si Liezel.  Kung gusto mo makita
ang mga nakaraang performances at
balita tungkol kay Liezel, pumunta ka
sa website na www.puertogalera.org/
forum.  Hiling din namin na sanay may
mag-organisa ng suporta para kay
Liezel para siya ang tanghaling Grand
Dreamer ng PDA.

Pride of Puerto Galera


