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It is important that the people should know what’s in the
mind of a future councilor on issues that will affect them.
His answer will provide an insight on his capability to craft
ordinances to improve the plight of his constituency.

Ang kanyang sagot ay magbibigay ng pahiwatig sa
kanyang kakayahang maglingkod bilang isang konsehal
ng Puerto Galera.

From a list of 40 questions that we have gathered from
various sectors, we finally came up with 5 of the most press-
ing concerns of the public, namely, the one point of entry
issue, the cost of basic commodities, the most needed infra-
structure projects, the decay of the moral and cultural val-
ues of the people and the environmental user fee ordinance.

We did our best to solicit answers from all the would-be
candidates.  Some declined to answer; others said they would
need more time to come-up with answers and others we didn’t
see at their residence.  Our deadline made it impossible for
us to wait for the candidates and so this article will continue
for as many issues needed for as long as there would be
candidates who would like to answer.

We have categorized the candidates under the Mayor
that they will be running with.  The following candidates
gave answers to our questions: Raffy Cataquis and Kit
Garong (Dr. Hubert Dolor’s party); Danny Enriquez and
Hermilo Cataquis (Dr. Oscar Evangelista’s party); Leo Per-
sia, Rossini Contreras, Ed Axalan and Dhora Lorin (Jimmy
Delgado’s party).

What is your stand on the One-Point of Entry Issue?
Dolor’s Councilors:
Raffy Cataquis: Since the municipal ordinance has been

passed and approved, deferment of its implementation would
be the best scenario until the facilities of Balatero Pier be-
come suitable to accommodate all the sea vessels.  Mean-
time, let the existing ordinance stand still until such a time
that the carrying capacity of the pier has been enhanced and
upgraded.  A dry-run for a month or so is recommended and
from there, thorough monitoring and evaluation must be made
to gauge viability or non-viability of said course of action.

Kit Garong: It is not feasible to have a one point of entry
and exit for all vessels; definitely not for all vessels.  We had
it before - a kind of “one-point of entry” in the 1980s with

Incumbent re-electionist Councilor
Raffy Cataquis

Incumbent re-electionist Councilor
Danny Enriquez

Sangguniang Bayan Secretary Leo
Persia

>>> on page 2

THE 2007 BUDGET reveals
Mayor Teo Atienza’s great love
for the Balete plaza.  Once again
since he started the project more
than 5 years ago, Atienza now
on his last 5 months in office
allocated hundreds of thousand
of pesos for the improvement
of the Balete plaza.

A big portion of the Eco-
nomic Development Fund
(EDF), meant to spur economic

growth, was allocated, as fol-
lows: 500,000 pesos for the re-
taining wall, another 500,000
pesos for the railing and 400,000
pesos for a new walkway to
Balete.  The Mayor has been
criticized for not allocating
funds from the EDF for projects
in White Beach and Sabang
where most of the big taxpayers
are situated.

In his letter, dated January

12, the Mayor is asking the
Council to approve the budget
for 2007 totaling more than 60
million pesos.

A reliable source said that
the Council might opt to re-en-
act the 2006 budget.

Our source added that this
was beacause some of the coun-
cilors do not agree with the
Mayor on many items in the pro-
posed 2007 budget.

THE PROPOSED ordinance im-
posing new regulations for
Videoke bars and adult cabarets
breezed through the public hear-
ing held last January 30 by the
Committee on Women of the
Sangguniang Bayan.

Councilor Minda Justiniano
said the proposed ordinance,
prohibits Videoke bars from em-
ploying GROs and entertainers.
GRO is short for a Guest Rela-
tion Officer who sits with a cus-
tomer for a drink.

The ordinance also directs

girlie bars to employ security
guards and to submit a report
of all their employees every
month.  Bar owners are also pro-
hibited from employing minors.

The ordinance mandates
GROs to undergo internal health
examination at least twice a
month.  The Mayor’s Permit of
a GRO found to be positive of
sexually transmitted disease
shall be automatically revoked
or cancelled.

The ordinance defined the
new requirements for the issu-

ance of a permit to operate for
Videoke bars and adult cabarets
which include a Locational
Clearance, Building Permit, Sani-
tary Permit, Fire Inspection Per-
mit, Barangay Clearance, SSS
coverage and Tax Clearance.

The bars are also prohibited
“from creating loud, blaring or
excessive sound which annoys,
disturbes or offends the sense
of hearing.”

“V ideoke bars located near
commercial and residential areas
shall be enclosed.”

Bar & Restaurant, Friday Evening Grand B-B-Q
Dinghy Hire, Sail Training,

Sailing Regattas, Small Boat Storage

Puerto Galera Yacht Club
Web: www.pgyc.org   Phone: 043-442-0136
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Sikat and A.C. boats. The resorts and
others invested so much money in
having their own transportation sys-
tem to overcome its inconvenience that
brought us the needed multiple points
of entry.  The Sanguniang Bayan (SB)
drafted and approved the One-Point
of Entry ordinance, then the
Sanguniang Panlalawigan (SP) Com-
mittee on Laws, Ordinances and Legal
Matters recommended amendment or
possible refinement, then the SB
drafted Two-Points of Entry ordinance
and even had a public hearing on it,
then the SP approved the One-Point
of Entry, but on top of it is a 2004 Court
of Appeals Decision permanently re-
straining from re-routing the vessels
from Muelle to Balatero. We need some-
body new in the SB and SP who knows
what to do with this confusion, some-
body who can amend or repeal it.

Evangelista’s Councilors
Danny Enriquez: I voted (in favor

of the) one-point of entry.  Pero, bago
i-implement kailangan muna ma-im-
prove ang Sabang road at palakihin pa
at ayusin ang Balatero pier at saka ma-
amendahan ang batas na ito exempt-
ing resort owned boats or chartered
boats.

[I am in favor but before it gets
implemented, the Sabang road must be
improved and Balatero pier must be
expanded and upgraded and that the
ordinance must be amended to exempt
resort-owned boats or chartered
boats.]

Milo Cataquis: Sang-ayon ako, sa
mga sumusunod na dahilan: seguridad
para sa mga turista at mamamayan ng
Puerto Galera na hindi mapasok ng mga
terorista at illegal na droga, hanap-
buhay para sa lahat, bangkero, tricycle
at jeepney drivers and operators at
pondo para sa munisipyo at barangay
mula sa terminal fee.  Ngunit bago sana
ma-implement ay maisaayos ang
Balatero pier kasi maliit ito para sa mga
sasakyang pandagat.

[I am in favor, for the following rea-
sons: security of the tourists and the
people, to prevent terrorists from en-
tering as well as illegal drugs, it will
provided livelihood to all bankeros, tri-
cycle and jeepney drivers and more
funds for the municipality by way of
terminal fees.  But before they imple-
ment, Balatero pier must first be up-
graded since it is not adequate for all
vessels now.]

Delgado’s Councilors
Leo Persia: It must be repealed

since it is not implemented and could
never be implemented.

Rossini Contreras: Bilang siyang
may-akda at sumulat ng
pangkalahatang “petisyon” na
kumukontra sa pagsasabatas ng
resolusyong one-point of entry na
ngayon ay “batas na”, ako ay di pabor
dito sa kadahilanang lubhang di
maganda ang epekto nito sa mga
mamamayan at negosyanteng taga
Puerto Galera.  Ang “pagmahal ng
transportasyon” sa pagtawid dagat sa
kadahilanang ang mga taga Sabang,
Muelle-Poblacion, White Beach ay
kailangan pang mamasahe sa bagong
itinalagang daungan upang makasakay
ng barko ganun na rin sa mga taga
ibang lugar na kailangan pang mag-
dagdag ng pamasahe.  Ang tiyak na
“pagkakagulo ng mga bumibiyahe
dito” sa kadahilanang may kanya-
kanyang linya, oras ng pag-alis at
prangkesa ang mga byaheng ililipat
dito.  Ito ay ilan lamang sa mga
masasamang idudulot ng “one point
of entry”.

[As the author of the over-all peti-
tion againts the passage of the resolu-
tion on the one-point of entry, which
is now a law, I am not in favor because
it will have adverse effects on busi-
ness and the people of Puerto Galera...]

What can you do to address the
high cost of basic commodities in
Puerto?

Evangelista’s Councilors
Danny Enriquez: Palakasin ang

agrikultura lalo na ang gulayin lalo na
sa barangay ng Tabinay, Dulangan,
Villaflor , Baclayan at Aninuan.
Ipasemento ang farm to market road.
Natatandaan ko na ang inyong lingkod
ay nagpasa o nag-akda ng ordinansa
na nagtatatag ng “Price Coordinating
Council” na siyang nagche-check ng
mga presyo at nagpapatupad ng batas
like price tag law, i-check ang mga
timbangan.

[Strengthen agricultural productiv-
ity especially vegetables in barangays
Tabinay, Dulangan, Villaflor, Baclayan
and Aninuan.  I am the author of the
ordinance esablishing a Price Coordi-
nating Council that should check the
prices and enforce the “price tag
law”...]

Milo Cataquis: Dapat mapag-aralan
kung papaano magkakaroon ng price
control.

[We should study how to estbalish
a price control system.]

Delgado’s Councilors
Leo Persia: Establish a municipal

price coordinating council / price moni-
toring board through an ordinance.

Rossini Contreras: Ang

pagpapanukala ng pagkakaroon ng
isang ahensyang mag-momonitor ng
presyo ng mga bilihin lalong lalo na
ang mga pangunahing
pangangailangan.

[To propose the establishment of
an agency to monitor the prices of ba-
sic commodities.]

Dolor’s Councilors:
Raffy Cataquis: Re-enforcement of

the agriculture sector could best re-
solve this perennial issue.  Should there
be enough local production of agricul-
tural products, high demands for such,
could be addressed thereby giving a
big possibility of having affordable
basic commodities.  Indispensable
would be an inter-agency coordination
to help monitor closely prices of the
commodities and avail of the programs
installed by the different provincial and
national agencies.

Kit Garong: We have to have a
price control system to regularly moni-
tor the price of prime and basic com-
modities and post price bulletins. With
the inevitable increase in prices of
commodities, we have to look for alter-
natives like herbal medicines and for
the rest we have to to seek assistance
from the Department of Trade and In-
dustry (DTI) to intensify its consumer
welfare and protection program to ad-
dress unfair trade practices.

What do you think should be in the
priority list of the municipality’s in-
frastructure project?

Delgado’s Councilors
Leo Persia: Construction of a world

class tourism information center, po-
lice station, municipal trial court, im-
provement of water system particularly
in barangays Sinandigan, Sabang,
Balatero and other areas concerned;
establishment of an agricultural cen-
ter/station for Mangyan products.

Rossini Contreras: Ako ay
naniniwalang ang pagsasaayos ng
mga pangunahing lansangan ang
dapat bigyang prayoridad ng
pamahalaang lokal sa kadahilanang
dito nakasalalay ang ating
pangunahing industriya, ang
industriya ng turismo.

[I believe that the local government
should prioritize the improvement of
all major roads to prop up tourism.]

Dolor’s Councilors:
Raffy Cataquis: Better tourist infor-

mation office in Balatero Pier.  View
deck in Baclayan.  Upgraded hospital
for the municipality.  Additional dock-
ing facilities of Balatero Pier

Kit Garong: Water Supply system,
Waste Water system, Flood Protection,

Solid Waste Management System, Ce-
menting of Roads and new roads to
the mountains.

Evangelista’s Councilors
Danny Enriquez: For me, the prior-

ity project of the municipality of Puerto
Galera is sewerage treatment plant for
Sabang, Poblacion & White Beach.

Kung hindi agad maaksiyunan ang
proyeko posibleng mawala ng tourismo
ang buong Puerto Galera.  Babalik tayo
sa paglalala  ng banig.

[If we will not act on this, then there
is possibility that tourism will be over
for all of Puerto Galera and we will go
back to mat weaving.]

Patubig sa mga barangay na hindi
pa sapat ang tubig tulad ng White
Beach, Dulangan, Sinandigan at iba
pang bayan ng Puerto Galera.  Con-
creting farm to market road, barangay,
municipal and provincial para sa ating
agricultural and tourism industry.

Milo Cataquis: Pier, para
maimplement ang one-point of entry.
Road, para maging konbeniente sa mga
dayuhan at lokal na turista dumarayo
sa ating bayan at para sa madaling pag-
unlad ng Puerto Galera.

[The Balatero pier, to implement the
one-point of entry.  Road, to make it
convenient for foreigners and local
tourist that come to our town and to
hasten progress of Puerto Galera.]

How do you plan to improve the
moral and cultural values of the
people?

Dolor’s Councilors
Raffy Cataquis: Promptly encour-

age whoever will be the next mayor to
strictly implement existing municipal
ordinances which are geared to safe-
guard the cultural and moral values.
Enact more municipal ordinances that
would effect preservation and restora-
tion of our culture and moral values
respective and sensitive of the sex, age,
religious affiliations and common in-
terests of local citizens.  Create by vir-
tue of an ordinance a council that
would look after the welfare of our chil-
dren, women and every constituent
vulnerable to the negative effects of
the burgeoning tourism industry.

Kit Garong: We have to realize that
we are no longer a small community
with the same moral and cultural val-
ues like we were 40 years ago – all Ta-
galogs, all Roman Catholic. We under-
went massive social changes. We have
to make additional ordinances to serve
as guiding principle to what is moral
and acceptable to everybody in our
community. We have to review the zon-
ing system – it should not only con-
sider the land use of which is commer-
cial, industrial, and residential but also
the moral and cultural values of the
people around as well.

Evangelista’s Councilors
Danny Enriquez: Sa palagay ko

bilang konsehal ng bayan, nagawa na
namin ang mga ordinansa na
natatalakay sa moral ang cultural val-
ues ng Puerto Galera kailangan lamang
na ma-implement.

[In my opinion, as a municipal coun-
cilor, we have all the ordinances to

uplift the moral and cultural values, it
just need to be implemented.]

Milo Cataquis: Maging isang
huwaran o mabuting halimbawa sa mga
kabataan.

[To be a good example to the
youth.]

Delgado’s Councilors
Leo Persia: Pass a law requiring all

barangay and local officials and em-
ployees to undergo a moral & cultural
value recovery education program

Rossini Contreras: Ang buong-
pusong pagsuporta sa panukalang
batas na naglalayong mai-regulate ang
pagpapalabas ng malaswang bagay
lalong lalo na sa mga lugar na kung
tawagin ay night spot.

[Whole-hearted support to the pro-
posed law aiming to regulated the
showing of lewd acts especially in
places known as the night spots.]

What is your stand on the proposed
Environmental User Fee ordinance?

Delgado’s Councilors
Leo Persia:  The EUF ordinance is

in itself very good however the two
very important things must be ad-
dressed intelligently namely; manner
of collection, identification system.

Rossini Contreras: Ako ay personal
na tumututol sa nasabing ordinansa sa
kadahilanang bilang isang nagtapos ng
abogasya ang nasabing ordinansa ay
“unconstitutional” o labag sa
kontitusyon sapagkat ang nasabing
ipinapataw bayarin ay partikular na
tumutukoy lamang sa mga turista at
bukod pa rito ang implementasyon ng
nasabing ordinansa ay mahirap
ipatupad dahil hanggang sa ngayon
ang mga kinauukulan ay
nagdadalawang isip pang ipatupad
ang batas na “One Point of Entry”.

[I am personally opposing this or-
dinance because as a law graduate I
know that this ordinance is unconsti-
tutional because the levying of fees
will only be for tourists and aside from
this the implementation would be diffi-
cult because the authorities are hav-
ing second thoughts on the “One-
Point of Entry Ordinance.”]

Dolor’s Councilors:
Raffy Cataquis: Being one of the

principal authors of the EUF system
ordinance I envision and stand firm on
my belief, that this could bring monu-
mental changes to Puerto Galera as all
stakeholders and sectors of the com-
munity join hands for the realization of
what were included in the Coastal Re-
sources Management Plan.  Let us all
be “watch dogs” as new dreams un-
fold before our very own eyes, once
all funds collected from the EUF sys-
tem are properly managed and admin-
istered with transparency and commit-
ment to protect our environment.

Kit Garong: It could always be
amended. We need to generate addi-
tional funds to finance environmental
and tourism projects. The tourist must
pay something for the environment
because we, just like them, are paying
taxes also but we also pay a garbage
fee that is considered as our share of

Would-be candidates for councilor tell their platforms...

Hermilo Cataquis Kit Garong Rossini Contreras

>>> next  page please
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Small La Laguna Beach, Sabang
Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro

5203 Philippines
Tel/Fax: +63 (43) 287-3227

E-mail: resort@portofino.com.ph

“For the discriminating traveler, desiring
and deserving the very best...
at very reasonable prices.”

Puerto Galera’s only beach front
Italian-Spanish condominium and resort hotel.

Portofino is the Asia home of “Huevos Rancheros” –
Famous throughout the Western Pacific.

CLUB MABUHAY SABANG
Sabang, Puerto Galera, Philippines

Time to relax and rejuvenate, a perfect paradise is waiting for you in
this one great vacation experience! Nestle in this fine resort that boasts

of Spanish inspired villas and its spacious grounds. Sitting right in front of
the beach, choose between dipping in the clear beach waters in our
sizeable pool.  We offer great food too.

For reservation and other inquiries, please call:
(From Abroad) 63-43-287-3097 (In Philippines) 043-287-3097

We accept all Major Credit Cards.

an environmental fee that they don’t
pay.

Evangelista’s Councilors
Danny Enriquez: I am the co-au-

thor of this ordinance.  Isa lamang
itong pamamaraan para mapanatili
natin ang kalikasan ng sa gayon
mapanatili rin at mapaunlad ang
turismo ng Puerto Galera.

[This is one solution for us to
safeguard our natural resources
which also means safeguarding and
promoting tourism of Puerto Galera.]

Milo Cataquis: Sang-ayon ako
para makapag-ipon ng pondo para
mapangalagaan at mapaunlad ang
ating kalikasan.

[I am in favor to raise funds and
protect and improve our environ-
ment.]

Municipalities of the Philippines from Wikipedia
A municipality (bayan, sometimes

munisipyo, in Tagalog) is a local gov-
ernment unit in the Philippines. Mu-
nicipalities are also called towns
(which is actually a better translation
of bayan).

Provinces are composed of cities
and municipalities. Municipalities, in
turn, are composed of barangays or
barrios.

Local Governments, such as a
Municipality, are to a certain large ex-
tent autonomous of the National Gov-
ernment of the Republic of the Philip-
pines. They are allowed to chart their

own economic, industrial and political
development by the National Govern-
ment through a national law called the
LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE OF
1991. In this law, local governments are
granted corporate personality, enabling
them to govern, enact policies or local
laws called ordinances, enforce them,
and govern their territorial jurisdiction.
They can enter into private transac-
tions and business through their elec-
tive and appointive officials and can
tax locally. They are tasked with en-
forcing all laws, whether local or na-
tional. The National Government as-
sists, supervises and ensures that the
local government does not violate na-
tional law. Local Governments have
their own Executive and Legislative
Branches and the check and balance
between these two major branches,
along with their separation, are more
pronounced than that of the national
government[citation needed]. The Ju-
dicial Branch of the Republic of the
Philippines also caters to the needs of
local government units. In other
words, local governments, such as a
municipality, do not to have their own
judicial branch: Their Judiciary is the
same as that of the National Govern-
ment.

A municipality is headed by a mu-
nicipal mayor who is the executive of-
ficer. The legislature is composed of
the vice-mayor (bise-mayor) and eight
councilors (kagawad or konsehal). The
eight councilors, plus the Sangguniang
Kabataan (SK) (Youth Council) Presi-

dent and the Liga President, form the
Sangguniang Bayan (Municipal Coun-
cil). All are elected public officials who
serve 3-year terms and a maximum of
three consecutive terms.

The Vice-Mayor presides over the
legislature, but cannot vote except to
break a tie. Laws or ordinances pro-
posed by the legislature (Sangguniang
Bayan) may be approved or vetoed by
the Mayor. If approved they becomes
law. If the Mayor neither vetoes nor
approves the proposal of the
Sangguniang Bayan for ten (10) days
from the time of receipt, the said pro-
posal becomes law as if it had been
signed. If vetoed, the draft is sent back
to the Sangguniang Bayan. The latter
may ‘override’ the Mayor by a vote of
at least 2/3 of all its members, in which
case, the proposal becomes Law.

A municipality, upon reaching a
certain size, may opt to become a city.
First, a bill must be passed in Congress,
then signed into law by the President
and then the residents would vote in
the succeeding plebiscite to accept or
reject cityhood. One benefit in being a
city is that the city government gets
more budget, but taxes are much higher
than in municipalities.

would-be candidates...

Erratum last issue
Bayani Datinguinoo is the son-

in-law and not a son of Briccio
Datinguinoo.  He is also not Robin
Ylagan’s brother-in-law but the sis-
ter-in-law’s husband (bilas).

PUERTO GALERA FORTNIGHTLY

Who’s running and with whom?
WE HAVE interviewed the probable
candidates for councilors and came
up with our un-official line-ups for 3
of the would-be candidates for Mayor.
Since no one has filed his/her certifi-
cate of candidacy, this list remains our
best guess of the reported aspirants
for councilors and the Mayor they will
be running with.  Some of the names
in this list were provided by the as-
pirants themselves and other reliable
sources.

***
Jimmy Delgado - Mayor
Melchor Arago - Vice Mayor
Councilors
1.  Dhora Lorin - Barangay Captain of

Tabinay
2.  Ruel Lumpas - former Municipal

Councilor from Dulangan
3.  Cardo Ilagan - from Sabang
4.  Rossini Contreras - from Poblacion

& Sinandigan
5.  Leo Persia - from Sto. Niño
6.  Ed Axalan - from Balatero
7.  Romeo Quinto - from Poblacion
8.  Joseph Andal - Incumbent Coun-

cilor from Poblacion
***

Dr. Hubert Dolor - Mayor
Teo Atienza - Vice Mayor
Councilors
1.  Raffy Cataquis - Incumbent Coun-

cilor from Balatero
2.  Berting Macatangay - Incumbent

Councilor from Poblacion
3.  Endo Candava - Incumbent Coun-

cilor from Balatero

4.  Kit Garong - from Poblacion
5.  Jayjay Evangelista - from Aninuan
6.  Grace Magbuhos - from San Isidro
7. Pedro Manongsong - from Tabinay
8.  Serrano Arago - from Sabang

***
Dr. Oscar Evangelista - Mayor
Johnny Ascan - Vice Mayor
Councilors
1.  Danny Enriquez - Incumbent Coun-

cilor from Tabinay
2.  Minda Justiniano - Incumbent

Councilor from Poblacion
3.  Ido Bunquin - Incumbent Coun-

cilor from Sabang
4.  Hermilo Cataquis - from Balatero

***
Pundits say that to win as a coun-

cilor, meaning to land in the Magic 8,
one must secure around 5,000 votes.
That is no easy feat and definitely not
cheap.  One incumbent Councilor
confided that he spent 200,000 pesos
to win the election.

***
Former Puerto Galera Chief of Po-

lice, former Calapan City Chief of Po-
lice and recently retired Colonel
Policarpio Lopez has been rumored
to be contemplating on running for
Councilor.  Whether he will be run-
ning under any of the 6 reported as-
pirants for Mayor is not known.  How-
ever, leaders and supporters of Bayani
Datinguinoo, another would-be May-
oral aspirant claim that Polying Lopez
had joined their lineup.

Good luck to all!
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Muelle Repair

In the last issue, we made mention of the pock-
ets of holes along the wharf in Muelle and Mu-
nicipal Engineer Rod Manongsong said he had
surveyed the area and will make the work pro-
gram for the needed repair.  However, he is not
sure where he will get the funding.  In other towns,
the Calamity Fund, an automatic appropriation
of around 5% of the budget is used for damages
wrought by typhoons.
Vic Atienza’s Mission

I had a good long chat with Vic Atienza,
younger brother of Mayor Teo Atienza who had
been rumored to be gunning for Mayor in the
upcoming polls.  Vic said that he will decide if he
would run for Mayor if the people would want
him to run.  By people, Vic is referring to the hun-
dreds who would benefit from his livelihood pro-
gram which had been going on since January.
Vic said the person who attends these seminars
learns various skills like Liquid Dishwashing Soap
Making, Fabric Conditioner Making and Perfume
Making.  Vic pays for everything, including the
trainors and the materials being used.  He said
this is his way of sharing with the people the
“great blessings” that he received.  Vic will not
only train them, not only spend for the raw mate-
rials but had promised to buy the finish product.
One could earn 300 to 500 pesos daily or even
more.
Books from Abroad

Puerto Galera schoolchildren became the re-
cipient of tons of books which came from the
US courtesy of Eleanor Evangelista and brother,
Dr. Oscar Evangelista.  They solicited the books
from various schools in California, packed them
and had them shipped and delivered all the way
to Puerto Galera with the help of Carepak Mov-
ing and Storage.  Carepak’s President Stan Hilker
is a resident of Barangay Sto. Niño.  Oscar, to-
gether with the help of Vice Mayor Johnny Ascan
and Councilor Danny Enriquez, distributed the
books to Puerto Galera elementary schools.
More Books

Wind farm proponent and PHESI President
Nicanor Villaseñor also helped the schoolchildren
get quality and brand new books from National
Bookstore.  He solicited money from relatives in
the US, bought the books and gave them to el-

Talk of the TownTalk of the TownTalk of the TownTalk of the TownTalk of the Townementary pupils of Tabinay and Baclayan.
Motorcycle Woes

I hitched a ride to Manila with Mermaid
Hotel’s Christian Levring.  He told me his exas-
peration with motorbikes, scooters and tricycles
with modified mufflers to produce menacing
sounds common to big American bikes.  The
noise reverberating from these machines as they
revved up the hill is definitely annoying and
Christian had to spend for extra thick glass win-
dows for his hotel rooms.  Calling the attention
of the good barangay officials of Sabang.  Sirs, I
think you can help investors in your area by help-
ing them promote a tourist-friendly Sabang.  Talk
to the drivers to find a way to minimize the sound
of their vehicles especially in near hotels, restau-
rants and similar establishments.
BMBE Ordinance

The Committee on Trade & Industry pre-
sented the ordinance that will in effect pave the
way for the implementation of the Barangay Mi-
cro Business Enterprise (BMBE) Law in the last
public hearing.  No one objected to the levying
of the BMBE registration fee amounting to around
1,000 pesos, and the Council is expected to ap-
prove the ordinance.  This is terrific news and a
landmark legislation for the Sangguniang Bayan
as owners of small to medium scale businesses
may soon avail of the benefits of becoming a
BMBE.  A BMBE business does not need to pay
income tax with the BIR.  Any business with less
than 3 million pesos in capitalization may qualify
as a BMBE.
Philippine T yphoons

I’ve read in one newspaper that the weather
bureau predicts that the Philippines will be ty-
phoon free until May.  That’s extremely good
news after experiencing two horrendous super
typhoons.  Do you know that typhoon Reming
was the worst typhoon that hit Mindoro in re-
corded history?  It is also the 11th strongest ty-
phoon that hit the Philippines with highest wind
recorded at 225 kilometers per hour.  The No. 1
slot for the strongest recorded typhoons since
1947 with winds of up to 275 kilometers per hour
which lashed Virac in October 11, 1970 killing 768
people.  The deadliest typhoon that hit this coun-
try was typhoon Uring that happened on No-
vember 2, 1991 with more than 8,000 deaths.
First Request

The Council passed a resolution introduced
by Councilor Danny Enriquez to extend the dead-
line for securing a Mayor’s Permit to operate a
business.  However, Municipal Administrator Yap
said that it was unrealistic because included in
the resolution is extending the deadline for pay-
ment of real property taxes which needs the ap-
proval of the provincial government.  Yap also
contends that there was no petition from the busi-
ness sector to extend the deadline.  Councilor
Enriquez said that the Council deemed it right to
extend the deadline after Puerto was hit by de-
structive typhoons.  The deadline lapse and no
tax relief and tax amnesty, so basically, the reso-
lution was dead.
Second Request

The Council asked the Municipal Engineer to
stop the construction of a “creek cover” in
Aguada, Poblacion.  This after the Council re-
ceived a petition from residents who fear that if
the canal was covered, there would be clogging
and then flood.  Municipal Engineer Rod
Manongsong assured the Council that there will
not be clogging at the canal.  The project pro-
ceeded as planned.  That was another Council
request ignored by the Executive.  I doubt if it
matters.

The councilors can always used their “power
of the purse” to tell officials that they are co-
equal of the Mayor.  The Council can slashed the
budget of a department head.

The Sangguniang Bayan (Town Council) last month approved the Environmental User Fee
(EUF) ordinance; it was later transmitted to the Sangguniang Panlalawigan (Provincial Board)
for review and approval.  Once the Board approves the ordinance, it is now up to the Mayor to
implement it.

Proponents of the ordinance have placed eye-catching posters all over town enjoining
people to support the EUF.  White Beach business owners who previously opposed the EUF
now seemed more receptive to the concept,

The idea of collecting money from visitors to pay for environmental projects is perhaps
good for the community, especially for Sabang if truly the money will go to a wastewater
treatment facility.  The DENR reported that the water quality in the area is far worst than the
much-publicized coliform bacteria contamination of Boracay.

Whether the EUF ordinance will be approved by the lawyers in the Provincial Board is still
a big question mark.  There is a prevalent contention that the ordinance might be unconstitu-
tional, that no law should be passed that would hinder the freedom of travel of Filipinos within
the Philippines.

The proponents would contend that there is a precedent, as Boracay and Mabini in Batangas
have there own version of the EUF.  However, one lawyer said that our version is different in that
the scope and coverage is the entire municipality and not just one tourist spot like in Boracay or
a dive area like in Mabini.

Observers also believe that the government should give something back to the paying
tourist.  Even fliers and maps would do.

If the Board approves ordinance, then the next question would be how will the Mayor
implement it.  The Identification System is unclear.  It only says that the EUF will be collected
from tourists.  The loopholes are obvious; the collector will be the sole judge of who will pay
and will not pay.

Another issue is the Collection Sites.  No one could say where the local government will
collect the EUF.  If there was only one-point of entry then the question would be academic but
now that no one talks about the one-point of entry ordinance, much more implement it, then the
EUF’s future remains uncertain.

The biggest issue is the people who will be collecting, allocating and disbursing the ex-
pected millions that will come from the tourists.  Who will formulate the priority projects?  Are
there mechanisms in placed to prevent mishandling of funds, graft and corruption, bidding
policies, auditing and accounting procedures?

The biggest challenge of the present administration is one of credibility.  It must show that
inspite of its poor track record that the EUF funds will be used for the common good and that
environment will truly be the absolute beneficiary.

The Environmental User FeeThe Environmental User FeeThe Environmental User FeeThe Environmental User FeeThe Environmental User Fee
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PG Academy celebrates its 40PG Academy celebrates its 40PG Academy celebrates its 40PG Academy celebrates its 40PG Academy celebrates its 40ththththth Founding Founding Founding Founding Founding
Anniversary & Grand Alumni HomecomingAnniversary & Grand Alumni HomecomingAnniversary & Grand Alumni HomecomingAnniversary & Grand Alumni HomecomingAnniversary & Grand Alumni Homecoming

The Puerto Galera Academy celebrates its 40th Founding
Anniversary and Grand Alumni Homecoming with a fitting
theme: Honoring the Past, Strengthening the Present, Shaping
the Future (Pag-galang sa Nakaraan, Pagpapatibay sa
Kasalukuyan at Paghubog sa Kinabukasan).

On February 13, the Puerto
Galera Academy will start the 4-
day celebration of its 40th
Founding Anniversary and will
culminate in a Grand Alumni
Homecoming on February 17.

The PGA was a dream come
true to its founder, the late Fr.
Erwin Thiel, a German mission-
ary priest.  In 1960 Fr. Thiel
wanted to educate the
Mangyans.  He started with a
small concrete building and be-
gan teaching the Mangyans
how to read and write.  Volun-
teer teachers also taught the
Mangyans basic carpentry,
woodworking, basketry, dress-
making, agriculture and live-
stock-raising.

However, in 1963, after a
year’s vacation in Germany, Fr.
Thiel learned that the Mangyan
program was not progressing.
The ethnic Iraya lost interest in
education and Fr. Thiel decided
to establish a high school for
the locals.  The charismatic
priest solicited donations from
his native country and began
construction of more buildings.
A certain “Brother Benedictino”

helped Fr. Thiel with the design
and planning of the PGA.

Four years later, in 1967, af-
ter completing the requirements
and securing the permits from
the Department of Education, Fr.
Thiel opened the high school
and began the enrollment of first
year students.  In 1971, the 77
students graduated from the
Puerto Galera Academy.  Now
40 years later, the PGA had pro-
duced more than 6,000 alumni,
many distinguished themselves
in their chosen careers.  Almost
all of the candidates for Mayor
came from the PGA.

The Mangyans to whom the
schools was first intended also
began attending the PGA and
were given scholarships to aid
their education.

After 40 years, the PGA is
the premiere institution of learn-
ing in Puerto Galera and now has
a nursery and elementary edu-
cation.  Students, parents,
teachers and especially gradu-
ates of the Puerto Galere Acad-
emy will all celebrate the foun-
dation anniversary with much
fanfare.  See you all there.

Schedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of Events
13 February 2007, Tuesday Evening

7:00 p.m. Coronation Night

Venue: Ariston Atienza Memorial Gymnasium

14 February 2007, Wednesday Morning

6:30 a.m. Thanksgiving Mass

Venue: Immaculate Conception Parish

Celebrant: Rev. Fr. Jose A. San Juan, SVD

Choir: PGA Choir

8:30 a.m. Parade

10:00 a.m. Field Demonstration

15 February 2007, Thursday

PGA Student’s Day

Senior’s Ball

16 February 2007, Friday

PGA Family Day

17 February 2007, Saturday

Grand Alumni Homecoming
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Pagbati Sa Mga Anak Ng Puerto
Galera Academy
Sa Inyong
Ika-Apatnapung
Anibersaryo

Greetings From:

Councilor Endo
Candava

 & Family

Ms. Pelilia Palomera
Mrs. Myrna Osorio
Ms. Edelberta Lopez
Mrs. Shirley Amores
Mrs. Adelina M. Mora
Mr. Cenon Arago
Mrs. Gina Faz
Mrs. Carina Arago
Ms. Samuela Abante
Mr. Arnel San Juan
Mrs. Marissa Sumayod
Mrs. Mylene San Juan

Administration & FacultyAdministration & FacultyAdministration & FacultyAdministration & FacultyAdministration & Faculty
Rev. Fr. Jose A. San Juan SVD – Director
Mrs. Rosalinda V. Cuerdo – Principal
Mrs. Zaida Visaya – Academic Coordinator
Mrs. Rosemarelita Gardoce – Coordinator on Discipline
Ms. Monica Melinda Gutierrez – Coordinator on Students Affairs

Mrs. Precila Peliño
Mrs. Grace Marasigan
Sis. Cecily Paul
Sis. Leah de Lapa
Sis Lorena Legutan
Mr. Jose Anilao
Mr. Andy Darantinao
Ms. Jenelyn Lalongisip
Mrs. Neizy Gabin
Mr. Casper Agaton
Ms. Edna Cataquis
Mr. Froilan Aldaya

PTA Officers
President:  Mrs. Emie Balita
V-President:  Mr. Serrano

Arago
Secretary:  Mrs. Ederlina

Atienza
Treasurer:  Mrs. Zaida

Visaya
PRO:  Mrs. Maria Lopez
Business Manager: Mr. Willy

de Roma
Business Manager: Mrs.

Mercy Atienza

Mrs. Marites Bunquin
Mrs. Gemma Jardin
Mrs. Emeliana Sumang
Mrs. Rowena de Castro
Ms. Kris Alma Joy Osorio
Ms. Lilibeth Lutao
Mrs. Noemi Bunquin
Mr. Romeo Hernandez
Mrs. Ritzel Furtos
Mr. Froilan Santos
Mrs. Marlyn Maranan

40th Foundation Day
Muses & Escorts

First Place: Fatima Dexie Balita
James Dimson Burce

Second Place:Marjorie Mendoza
Ian Christopher Maliksi

Third Place: Michell Del Rosario
Russel Lopez

Fourth Place: Ivy Christelle C. Lineses
Rod Francis Cyril Mejia

Fifth Place: Cathlyn Magsumbol
Darwin Acedera
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The PGA at 40: Photographs... and Memories...The PGA at 40: Photographs... and Memories...The PGA at 40: Photographs... and Memories...The PGA at 40: Photographs... and Memories...The PGA at 40: Photographs... and Memories...
PGA Directors

Rev. Fr. Erwin Thiel, SVD 1967 – 74

Rev. Fr. Herminigildo Togonon(Assistant) 1967 – 68

Rev. Fr. Herminio Ricafort (Assistant) 1969 – 70

Rev. Fr. Renato Paras (Assistant) 1970 – 71

Rev. Fr. Jose Tinambacan (Assistant) 1971 – 72

Rev. Fr. Henry Schenk, SVD 1974 – 80

Rev. Fr. Cenon Garcia 1980 – 86

Rev. Fr. Pacifico Ambion, SVD 1986 – 88

Rev. Fr. Karl Koenig, SVD

Rev. Fr. Lloyd Fiedler, SVD

Rev. Fr. Jose San Juan, SVD

PGA Principals
Mrs. Teresita Sagun 1967 – 1968
Mr. Augusto Ebro 1968 – 1971
Mrs. Elizabeth Yap 1971 – 1974
Mrs. Rosalina Puras 1974 – 1983
Mrs. Rosalinda Cuerdo

PGA Fratr es
Frt. Antonio Aranas 1969 - 1970
Frt. Antonio Castro 1970 - 1971
Frt. Cenon Garcia 1971 - 1972
Frt. Francisco Dalimo 1972 - 1973
Frt. Adolfo Valenzuela 1977 - 1978
Frt. Eleazardo Kasilag 1978 - 1979
Frt. Gerardo Baldera 1979
Frt. Noel Fiedacan 1980
Frt. Joey Hetalia Jr. 1982 - 1983
Frt. Roy Dizon 1984 - 1985
Frt. Jimson Ruga 1987 - 1988

Miss Fe Flores
Mr. Amador Mingay
Miss Irene Soriano
Miss Melecia Inocencio
Miss Carmelia Delen
Miss Azucena Cruzat
Mrs. Concepcion Garcia
Mr. Cresencio Yap
Mr. Rafael Romey
Mr. Venancio Yap
Miss Catalina Balbin
Miss Edna Mercado
Miss Marina Manalo
Mr. Oscar Delos Reyes
Mrs. Estrellita Dolor
Mr. Tranquilino Atienza
Miss Imelda Lascano
Mrs. Vic Macatangay
Miss Purie Arago Marquez
Mr. Jaime Cobarrubias
Miss Rosalie Ramos
Mrs. Fe Atienza
Miss Upeng Gutierrez

Frt. Noel Fiedacan
Miss Jeson Manongsong
Miss Nene M. Evangelista
Miss Nymia Justiniano
Mr. Benigno Manalo
Mrs. Ann Marie Sacdalan
Miss Nelia Manongsong
Miss Rhodora Lumpas
Mrs. Teodora Contreras
Miss Luz Enriquez
Miss Lyn Atienza
Mr. Julio Lopez
Miss Levy Rivera
Mr. Leonides Balitaan
Mr. Teodulo Abaca
Mr. Nonoy Brucal
Mr. Rodel Axalan
Miss Lualhati Castillo
Mrs. Emelie Salcedo
Mrs. Lourdes Atienza
Mrs. Nene Lineses
Mrs. Gloria Magboo

Former Teachers

As PUERTO GALERA ACADEMY celebrates its
Anniversary, I wish to extend my sincere congratula-
tions and best wishes to the members of the Academic
Community.  I join them in thanking the Lord with the
words:  “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with all my
heart; I will extol you and bless your name forever”.

On this momentous occasion, we cannot but look
back over the years when we can see the small institu-
tion growing steadily into a well established center of
learning in the locality, ever forming the students to be
responsible and good Christians.  As Vatican II puts it:
“True education is directed towards the formation of
the human person in view of his final end and the good
of that society to which he belongs and in the duties of
which he will, as an adult, have a share.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary lead and help Puerto
Galera Academy as we invoke her intercession to en-
able it o be the true and faithful to its mission.

WARLIT O I CAJANDIG, DD
Apostolic Vicar of Calapan

MessageMessageMessageMessageMessage
from Bishopfrom Bishopfrom Bishopfrom Bishopfrom Bishop

CajandigCajandigCajandigCajandigCajandig

Officers of the Puerto Galera
Academy Alumni Association
meet regularly at school
ground to prepare for the
Grand Alumni Homecoming
led by Alumni President Dr.
Oscar Evangelista and
Homecoming Committee
Chairman and Puerto Galera
Fortnightly Edito Noe Lineses

Preparing for D-DayPreparing for D-DayPreparing for D-DayPreparing for D-DayPreparing for D-Day

*** We apologize if the list above is incomplete.  Due to time
constraint, we were not able to validate the data given to us.
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Engr. Edwin “Ed” Candava AxalanEngr. Edwin “Ed” Candava AxalanEngr. Edwin “Ed” Candava AxalanEngr. Edwin “Ed” Candava AxalanEngr. Edwin “Ed” Candava Axalan
PGA-Batch 81     Cell. No: 0921-560-5472

President, Puerto Galera Engineers, Architects &President, Puerto Galera Engineers, Architects &President, Puerto Galera Engineers, Architects &President, Puerto Galera Engineers, Architects &President, Puerto Galera Engineers, Architects &
Contractors Association, Inc.Contractors Association, Inc.Contractors Association, Inc.Contractors Association, Inc.Contractors Association, Inc.

Isang maalab na pagbati
sa lahat ng mga Alumni sa

pagdiriwang ng ating
ika-40 taong anibersaryo

ng Puerto Galera Academy.
Mabuhay!

GREETINGS  TO THE 40TH

FOUNDING  ANNIVERSARY

OF THE PUERTO GALERA

ACADEMY AND

CONGRATULATIONS

TO ALL WHO I N ANYWAY

HAS BEEN PART OF

I TS SUCCESS...

From: Councilor Luzminda “Minda”
Cataquis Justiniano & Family

Isang Pagbati Sa Mga Anak Ng Puerto
Galera Academy Sa Inyong

Ika-Apatnapung
Anibersaryo!

Congratulations
sa PGA!

From: Councilor Isidro
“IDO”  Bunquin & Family

ENGINEERS-DESIGNERS-PLANNERS-BUILDERS

NOEL L. CATAQUIS (PGA Batch 1977)
CIVIL ENGINEER

and FELY M. CATAQUIS (PGA Batch 1981)

OFFICE:  179 Balatero, Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro
Tel. No. (043) 287-3279  Cel. No. 0917-5620373

E-mails:  nlc_construcion@yahoo.com

NLC NLC NLC NLC NLC CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION

Greetings!
Happy 40th Anniversary To
Our Beloved Alma Mater!

Nestor Materiales was
selected by fellow alumni to
receive the first ever Most
Outstanding Alumni Award
for his contributions for the
advancement of the Puerto
Galera Academy.  Nestor had
been helping students of the
PGA with scholarships and
other donations.  Thank you
Nestor for your support!

First Most
Outstanding

Alumni

Binuo ang Puerto Galera
Academy Alumni Association
sa isang pagpupulong na
ipinatawag ni Mrs. Rosalinda
Cuerdo na layuning pagka-
isahin ang mga nagsipagtapos
para sa programa at proyekto na
makakatulong sa PGA.

Ang mga nahalal na opisyal
ay ang mga sumusunod:
President - Oscar Evangelista
Vice President - Raffy Cataquis
Secretary -Erlin Corrales
Asst. Secretary - Cenon Arago
Treasurer - Danny Enriquez
Auditors -Noe Lineses, Ruel
Lumpas, Viring Villanueva
Business Managers - Leo Per-
sia, Edwin Suzara, Dhora Lorin

PRO - Leonides Balitaan, Elvira
Naranjo
Batch Representatives:
1971 - Violy Reyes
1972- Imelda Lineses Lontoc
1973- Leonides Balitaan
1974 - Lucita Cataquis
1975 - Felix Manalo
1976 - Class Valedictorian
1977 - Eleanor Quindiagan
1978 - Joseph Andal
1979 - Justina Rentura
1980 - Ma. Socorro Lopez
1981 - Class Valedictorian
1982 - Senio Caringal
1983 - Felix Manongsong
1984 - Rosie Lopez
1985 - Nancy Garcia
1986 - Malou David

1987 - Joy Chua
1988 - Nelly Lalongisip
1989 - Crisol Calda
1990 - Margie Sanz
1991 - Paul Arevalo
1992 - Mariel Cataquis
1993 - Fatima Axalan
1994 - Gorette Arona
1995 - Class Valedictorian
1996 - Malou Bernardino
1997 - Class Valedictorian
1998 - Class Valedictorian
1999 - Class Valedictorian
2000 - Class Valedictorian
2001 - Class Valedictorian
2002 - Class Valedictorian
2003 - Class Valedictorian
2004 - Class Valedictorian
2005 - Class Valedictorian

PGA Alumni Association itinatag Grand Alumni Homecoming
Program of Activities

February 17 SATURDAY
6:00 a.m. Staging Area for Motorcade - Va-

cant lot near Petron - Flaglets and balloons
will be distributed to participating vehicles
- In-charge - Leonides Balitaan

7:00 a.m. Start of Motorcade
9:00 a.m. Misa ng Pasasalamat ng mga Anak

ng PGA - In-charge - Nelda Cataquis &
Viring Villanueva

11.00 a.m. - Registration at the PGA Basket-
ball Court - In-charge - Danny Enriquez,
Cenono Arago & Erlyn Corrales

12:00 n - Lunch at the main building.  Food
Committee Chair - Felix Manalo

1:00 p.m. - Program Starts - In-charge - Raffy
Cataquis, Paul Arevalo, Monica Gutierrez,
Malou David, Mayan Manampan, Eleanor
Quindiagan

7:00 p.m. - Alumni Night
In-charge of Invitation - Cenon Arago, Elvira

Naranjo, Mylene San Jose & Imelda Lontoc
In-charge of Sounds, Lights & Venue -Nancy

Cepillo
Steering Commitee Chairman: Noe Lineses
Vice-Chairman: Leo Persia
Vice-Chairman: Cenon Arago
PGA Alumni Association President: Dr. Os-

car Evangelista
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First, I would like to congratulate you for the continous
publication of Puerto Galera Fortnightly, the only newpaper
circulating locally in Puerto Galera. I know that it is not easy to
publish, write and edit most or sometimes all of the articles in
the paper. Aside from that, the high cost of publication is also
a problem due to less sponsorship that you are recieving, yet
you continue to stand the banner of truth and impartiality in
delivering the news and details of the day by day accounts of
events in our town.

By the way, I’m Don Stepherson V. Calda of Dulangan. I’m
a junior Political Science student here at the Divine Word Col-
lege of Calapan after my life in the Christ The King mission
seminary for 3 years.

The present issue of Puerto Galera Fortnightly about the
next local election pushed me to write to you to appreciate all
your efforts. I know that though you formerly run for the vice
mayoral post and part of the opposition (for what i know), you
still deliver the news impartially and balance. This coming May
14, I will vote for the first time, your updates and yuor articles
keep me in a good line in prepartion for shaping the next’s fate
of Puerto Galera.

Once again, thank you and congratulations!
Don Stepherson V. Calda
Dulangan, Puerto Galera

Since 1983

THE DIVER’S RESORT
Sabang Beach, Puerto Galera

Tels. (043) 287-3071 / 0973 496 691
Mobile: 0917 540 4570

captngreggs@gmx.net  / info.captngreggs.com.ph

I got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked at

International Food
Bar B Que
Mexican Food
Biggest Meals
Best Atmosphere

Western Style Accommodation
Seaside Restaurant Serving
Dive Shop - Over 30 Dive Sites

P.A.D.I. Courses in English, German, Swedish
42-Foot Dive Boat
Trips To Palawan
NITROX and Technical Courses

Package Prices Available

Manila Contact:
Swagman Hotel, Ermita, Manila

Tel. 523-3663 or 523-650

Gin Juice
Very Cold Beer
All Rooms With Cable TV
Hot And Cold Water
Chuck Burger

OPINION/PUERTO GALERA FORTNIGHTLY

Balancing tourism and Puerto
Galera’s coastal environment

The Philippine has one of
the longest coastlines in the
world.  Over 80% of major settle-
ments are located within ten to
twenty kilometers from shore-
lines.  Thus, the coastal envi-
ronment is a critical and often
dominant ecological underpin-
ning of economic, social and cul-
tural life.  Moreover, coral reefs
along the coastal areas attract
tourists, making coastal tourism
the largest sector of the $250
billion global tourism industry.
But in the Philippines, the state
of our coastal environment is
dismal, with more than half of
our coastal reefs in an advanced
state of destruction.  Only about
25% of live coral covers are in
good condition, while only 5%
are in excellent condition.  This
is the case even in tourist desti-
nation areas where the people
rely on the area’s natural beauty
for its industry.

One of the country’s most
frequented tourist destinations
is Puerto Galera.  It is a favorite
among tourist because of its
natural attraction.  Only 89 nau-
tical miles from Manila, it has a
gorgeous lagoon, diverse ma-
rine life, and corals that are
among the most beautiful in the
world.  The center tourism in

Puerto Galera is Barangay
Sabang.  Sabang is known for
its numerous resort, inns and
restaurant, and especially for its
nightlife:  its bars, clubs, and
discos.

According to a survey, 60%
of the tourists come here for div-
ing or swimming and 40% for
the nightlife.  Since the 1980’s,
when the tourist boom started,
the way of life in Sabang has
changed.  Sabang now has one
of the highest incomes in Puerto
Galera.  The old industry of
banig weaving from anahaw
leaves has been replaced by
laundering for tourist.  The lucky
ones who have land rent out
cottages.  The men folk no
longer fish but ferry tourist to
and from the island.  Before it
was a common sight to see chil-
dren playing with just a branch
tied with a string.  Now, what’s
familiar sight are Americans,
German, Koreans and all forms
of tourists in all kinds of attire
strolling along the shore.

Environmentally, the prob-
lem lies not in what has remained
the same.  “Our biggest prob-
lem is drainage” claims Fe, a
long time Sabang resident.  In
truth, Sabang has no drainage
or sewage system.  You can see

dirty water flowing to the sea in
a simple walk on the shore.
Some of the resort has septic
tank, but they’re inadequate,
according to an owner of large
resort.  “They’re basically a hole
on the ground.”

Municipal Engineers recom-
mend three-chambered septic
tanks that could treat the waste
before it is discharged far out
into the open sea.  In Sabang,
the drainage and sewerage fa-
cilities have not kept up with
population increase, growth of
establishments and urbaniza-
tion due to tourism.

Municipal Councilors admit
that the zoning and land use plan
of Puerto Galera is still based
on the situation of the early 70’s
during the early stage of tour-
ism but they assured us that
plans are underway to remedy
the situation.

But now, the effects on the
coastal environment are rather
dismaying.  According to Miguel
Fortes, a marine biologist, the
state of the marine ecosystem
is “very poor”.  Water quality is
very low, especially right in
front of the cottages.  But if you
go down about 70 feet, you can
still have the quality that was
there in the 80’s.  But at the rate

it’s going down is very fast and
its alarming.”  In short, the wa-
ter and the coral near the shore
are degraded, even though the
situation is still fine further out.

Divers attest to the beauty
of Sabang’s coastal waters by
still frequenting Sabang.  A tour-
ist we interviewed showed a lot
of enthusiasm about the marine
life and corals to be found in
the dive sites.

“Its great”, says one tourist
we interviewed.  “I‘ve never
seen such a variety of fish be-
fore”.

But according to Liana
Mcmanus, another marine sci-
entist, if nothing is done, it will
be just a matter time before the
impact is felt in even deeper
waters.

Establishment owners echo
this fear.  According to one, a
few years time, the situation of
Sabang beachfront will become
harder to remedy, to the point
that business may suffer.  They
also fear that what happened to
Boracay might happen here.

“We have to act now, say in
a few years, a time bomb could
explode.”

There is a need to balance
tourism with the protection of
the marine environment.

e-mails to the Editore-mails to the Editore-mails to the Editore-mails to the Editore-mails to the Editor
Kudos to the Fortnightly

Congratulations Noe, what a fantastic publication your
newsletter has proved to be once again. Well written, very
informative, current and historical, and a voice for the commu-
nity. A wonderful effort. Please keep up the fine work.

Best regards.
Paul Jones

Papua New Guinea

From a Friend in PNG

Mail to: noelineses@yahoo.com or info@puertogalera.org

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES
Best Ice Cream in Phililppines

(made from San Francisco Recipes by a Manila Supplier to Top Hotels)

Freshly ground imported Coffee beans by pound or kilogram.....

Imported Teas and spices for home or restaurant use.....

AND... Famous Portofino Quality SANDWICHES,

PIZZA, PASTRY, PIES AND CAKES AND DOUGHNUTS.

Watch for Friday and Saturday
FREE MOVIE NIGHTS with meal service.

LOCATED NEXT TO BIG APPLE RESORT
ON SABANG BEACHFRONT



1010101010 FEB. 1-15,  2007OPINION/PUERTO GALERA FORTNIGHTLY

www.asiadivers.com

with

El Galleon Beach Resort / Asia Divers
Small La Laguna Beach, Puerto Galera,

Oriental Mindoro, 5203 Philippines
Email contact: admin@asiadivers.com

Phone: (+63) 917-8145107 Tel/Fax: (+63) 43 287-3205

Barangay 2004 2007
Poblacion 2231 2233
Aninuan 1138 1161
Baclayan 354 352
Balatero 1712 1592
Dulangan 1326 1447
Palangan 606 594
Sabang 2059 1866
San Antonio 369 399
San Isidro 1310 1340
Sinandigan 522 511
Sto. Nino 712 701
Tabinay 1245 1195
Villaflor 760 733
Total 14344 14124

LessLessLessLessLess
VotersVotersVotersVotersVoters

Rene Pagaligan of the Puerto
Galera COMELEC says there are
less voters in 2007 than in the
previous local election last 2004.

This he said was due to the
“de-activation” of more than
1,700 voters.  A de-activated
voter is someone who was taken
off the voters list for failing to
vote twice in 2 successive elec-
tions.

Pagaligan also said that
many new voters were unable
to register for failing to show
proof of the residency.  A quali-
fied voter must have at least re-
sided in the municipality where
he will vote for a period of not
less than 6 months.

Deserving Foreign ResidentsDeserving Foreign ResidentsDeserving Foreign ResidentsDeserving Foreign ResidentsDeserving Foreign Residents
The Fortnightly is proud to

nominate the following for-
eigners who have been long-
time residents to be adopted
sons of Puerto Galera:

Ö Dieter Schwab
Ö Frank Doyle
Ö Portolan Giuseppi
Dieter Georg Schwab was

born on June 10, 1944 in Ger-
many and first came to the Phil-
ippines on Christmas day, 1962
onboard a cargo ship where he
worked as a seaman.

He returned to Puerto
Galera on February 1986, one
day after the late President
Ferdinand Marcos left the Phil-
ippines for Hawaii during the
famed “People Power” revolu-
tion.

He fell in love with a local
lass and married Angeline
Atienza on November 17, 1990.
Less than 1 year later, Dieter
was accorded a permanent resi-
dent status by the government.

Dieter retired as a mariner
for 43 years on 2004.

Dieter and Angeline now
lives in Sinandigan with daugh-
ter Christine (age 14) and
Stephanie (age 10).

Sinandigan Chair Emelie
Maunder said Dieter has been
helping the barangay in many

of their projects.  One criteria
for becoming an adopted son is
a certification from the Barangay
Captain of the nominee’s good
moral character.  The nominee
must also have contributed to
the community “in aspects of
economic, education, health,
environment, social and cul-
tural.”

The Fortnightly is appeal-
ing to the local authorities not
to be miserly in recognizing the
many contributions of many for-
eigners who have been out-
standing members of the com-
munity.  There are many foreign-
ers in Puerto Galera who deserve
to be made as adopted sons or
daughters of Puerto Galera.
Asking for money from them has
become customary - but the way
we thank them is largely super-
ficial.  More often than not, we
take them for granted - demand-

Dieter Schwab

ing favors as if they are obli-
gated to us.  Yet all of us agree
that without them our tourism
could have never taken off
(and continue to flourish
thanks to their continuous
promotion of Puerto Galera
abroad).

Less than 30 have been
accorded adopted sons and
daughters status.  Among them
are as follows:

Fr. Erwin Thiel
Antontio Taylor
Florencio Manalo
Petra Aliño
Leandro V. Locsin
Cecilia Yulo Locsin
Estella Zamora
Jaime Zobel
Bea Zobel
Yves Berset
Angelita Zaballa
Xavier Reumaux
Allan Nash
David Austin
Michael Waeber
Chuck Driver
Luis Y. Locsin
Leandro Y. Locsin Jr.
Santanina Rasul
Thomas Zudrell
Hubert d’Aboville
Next issue we will feature

Frank Doyle and Portolan
Giuseppi.

A tricycle driver reading the Fortnightly on his break.  The
paper is circulated for free to residents of Puerto Galera.

Enriquez again is the
Council’s topnotcher

Councilor Danny Enriquez
is again the topnotcher in mak-
ing legislations in the
Sangguniang Bayan.  He
authored 236 resolutions and 9
ordinances.

On second place is Coun-
cilor Raffy Cataquis with 119
resolutions and 12 ordinances.

On third place is Councilor
Robertito Macatangay with 112
resolutions and 8 ordinances.

On fourth place is ABC
President Edwin Suzara with 113
resolutions and 5 ordinances.

On fifth place is Councilor
Minda Justiniano with 99 reso-
lutions and 4 ordinances.

On sixth place is Councilor
Isidro Bunquin with 95 resolu-
tions and 5 ordinances.

On seventh place is Coun-
cilor Florendo Candava with 75
resolutions and 6 ordinances.

On eight place is Councilor
Joseph Andal with 70 resolu-
tions and 2 ordinances.

On ninth place is SK Fed-
eration President Christine
Manongsong with 64 resolu-
tions and 1 ordinance.

On last place is Councilor
Gabriel Ilagan with only 22 reso-
lutions and zero ordinance.

Councilor Enriquez chairs
the Environment Committee.

Experience tr ue
Filipino hospitality ...

Manila Office:  (02)736-8952 / 302-2828 / 302-2525
Sabang Beach, Puerto Galera:  (043)287-3047

Web Address:  www.cruisencoves.com.ph
E-mail Address:  info@cruisencoves.com.ph
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Sa aking edad na 12 taong
gulang, kasalukuyang ako ay
nag-aaral sa Puerto Galera Cen-
tral School, ang pag-aaralang
aking pinagkakautangang loob
sapagkat siya ang  isa sa mga
naging instrumento ng aking
paglago sa pamamagitan ng
kanyang walang sawang
paghubog sa akin sa
pamamagitan ng magagaling at
kumpetenteng mga guro, una
akong nasabak at napalaban sa
pulitika.

Tanda ko pa nuong 1988,
hindi maipaliwanag na galak ang
aking naramdaman sapagkat
marami pala ang naniniwala sa
aking kakayahan na mamuno sa
kapwa ko mga estudyante
nuong ihalal nila ako bilang
presidente ng buong paaralan.

Puno ng idiyalismo ang
aking pag-iisip at walang ibang
ginawa kundi ang paglingkuran
ang aking kapwa mga mag-aaral
at walang halong pag-iimbot
sapagkat natatandaan ko pa na
ilang pirasong “scratch paper”
lamang ang aking ginamit na
propaganda sa aking
pagkapanalo.

Dala ko ang aking karanasan
ng pagkapanalo hanggang sa
ako ay tumungtong ng high
school sa Saint Augustine Mi-
nor Seminary sa Calapan City.
Sa nasabing institusyon ko rin
napatunayan ang aking
kakayahang mamuno ng ako ay
makailang beses na nahalal sa
iba’t-ibang posisyon ng “steer-
ing committee”, ang tawag sa
policy making body duon. Muli,
walang halong pera, dahas at
kaguluhan sapagkat ito ay
paaralang pinatatakbo ng mga
pari. Mas lalo akong nagging
interesado sa larangan ng
pulitika sapagkat dito ko mas
naunawaan ang pagsisilbi sa
bayan ng diyos at sa tao.

Bunga na rin ng hilig ko sa
usaping pulitika at paglilingkod,
ako ay tuluyang lumawig ang
pakikisali sa pulitika ng ako ay
mag-aral sa Maynila kung saan
sa Lyceum of the Philippines,
Unibersidad na pag-aari ng mga
pamilya ni Jose P. Laurel na
siyang dating President eng
Pilipinas, kilalang tao sa
larangan  ng Pulitika. Duon muli
akong napasabak sa eleksyon
at muli ay nagging student
leader bilang presidente ng
isang departamento ng
kolehiyo, ugat ng aking
pagkuha ng kursong abugasya.

Nag-aaral pa lamang ako
nuon ng kursong abugasya sa
San Beda College of Law, puno
ng pangarap at mithiin at
idiyalismo,  ay ipinangako ko sa
aking sarili na ako ay muling
babalik sa Puerto Galera upang
muli ay subukan ko ang aking

kakayanan matapos na ako ay
maging isang abogado.

Sa awa ng Diyos, sa tulong
ng aking mga magulang, kapatid
at kaibigan, pinalad akong
maging isang ganap na
abogado subalit ipinagpaliban
ko ang eleksyon nuong 2001 sa
pag-aaral at pagninilay na
kailangan ko pang mahasa ang
aking sarili upang ganap na
mapaglingkuran ang aking mga
kababayan sa Puerto Galera.
Ako ay nagsikap, nagtiyaga na
magtrabaho sa Maynila subalit
nanaig sa aking isip na mas
kailangan ako sa aking bayan.
Taong, 2003, umuwi ako sa
Puerto Galera, at walang
pagdadalawang isip ako ay
nagdesisyon ng lumawig sa
larangan ng pulitika at serbisyo
publiko.

Nuong 2004, ako ay
lumahok sa eleksyon bilang
isang aspirante na maging
konsehal ng bayan. Hindi ako
nag-isip ng mas mataas na
posisyon sa gobyerno sapagkat
nababatid ko ang hangganan
ng aking kakayahan at
limitasyon. Iinisip ko na mas
pakikinabangan ako ng tao kung
ako ay tatakbo bilang konsehal
sapagkat ito na marahil ang
tamang panahon upang
maiambag ko sa aking mga
kababayan ang paggawa ng
mga batas na makakatulong sa
bayan upang siyang daan sa
pag-ahon sa kahirapan.

Sa pagtakbo ko nuon,
umasa ako na ako ay bibigyan
ng mga taga Puerto Galera ng
isang pagkakataon upang sila
ay paglingkuran ng buong puso,
taliwas sa aking inaasahan.
Bagaman at marami ang bumoto
sa akin, mga tumulong, na
hayaan ninyong sa aking
paglalahad na ito ay aking
pasalamatan(alam na po ninyo
ang inyong mga sarili na
dumamay sa aking kandidatura,
maraming salamat po at iyon ay
hindi ko makakalimutan), ako po
ay hindi pinalad na manalo.

Sa maraming taong
aking nakausap, sa maraming
taong nagsabi kung bakit hindi
daw ako nanalo, ang mga
sumusunod ay mga siyang
nagging usapan.

1. dahil si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay walang pera.

2. dahil si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay hindi kilala.

3. dahil si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay hindi dala ng
Locsin

4. dahil si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay bata pa

5. dahil si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay hindi
sumama sa malakas na partido

6. dahil si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay magiging

balakid sa mga anomalya na
magaganap sa munisipyo kung
siya ay mananalo sapagkat siya
ay abogado ay hindi siya
magtatakip mata at magtitikom
ng bibig upang magsawalang
kibo na lamang at hindi
ipaglaban ang karapatan ng
taong bayan!

Sa aking narinig na mga
kumento No. 1 hanggang Num-
ber 5, ang puso ko ay halos
madurog sa sakit, subalit sabay
tumaba ang aking puso ng
marinig ko mismo sa maraming
tao ng Puerto Galera ang dahilan
ng number 6.

Sa aking mga minamahal na
mga kababayan, hayaan
ninyong sagutin ko sa inyo ang
nasabing mga puna sa akin sa
No. 1-6 at ilahad sa inyo ang
aking idea at pananaw tungkol
sa pulitika ng Puerto Galera.

1. Dahil si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay walang
pera— Sang-ayon po ako sa
kanilang nagging obserbasyon.
Totoo po na ako ay walang pera
na ginamit upang ipamili ng boto
ng ating mga kababayan. Ako
po ay naniniwala na hindi ko
kailangang bilhin ang boto ng
ating mga kababayan, sapagkat
ito ay isang paraan ng pag-
alipusta sa kanilang nag-iisang
karapatan ng mas nakararaming
mahihirap sa ating bayan na
siyang maaari lamang niyang
ipagmalaki sa mayayaman. Itong
nag-iisang karapatan na walang
basehan ng yaman ng isang tao.
Hindi bat kayong mga
tumanggap ng pera ay
inalipusta na ng mga
kandidatong bumili ng inyong
boto? Wala ng natitirang
karapatan sa inyong pagkatao
na siyang maari ninyong
ipagmalaki sa inyong mga anak!

Mga kababayan, hindi ba
ninyo naiisip na sa liit ng sweldo
ng ating mga konsehal at puno
ng ating bayan  ay pilit pa
ninyong pinagsasamantalahan?
Saan ba sila kukuha ng pambawi
sa mga ito? Hindi bat sa kaban
din n gating bayan? Na bagkus
sana ang pondo ay magamit sa
mga ospital upang maging
magaan ang buhay natin kung
tayo ay nagkakasakit, sa
paglalaan ng mga hanap buhay
at pagpapagawa ng mga
makatutulong na gusali at daan?
Mag-isip ka kabayan, 1 or 2 araw
kang sagana sa halagang
P1,000.00 ngunit 3 taon ka
namang sadlak sa kahirapan.

Ang pagtakbo ko po nuong
halalan ay serbisyo publiko
lamang. Sapagkat kung
pinagkaluoban ako ay manalo,
wala akong babawiin na perang
ipinambili ng boto, walang
akong nanakawin sa kaban ng
bayan, bagkos ay puro

serbisyong pampubliko lamang.
2. Na si Atty. Christian

Magboo ay hindi kilala – Ako
po ay naniniwala na sapat na
ang “campaign period” upang
ang isang tao ay magpakilala.
Bagaman at ako po ay hindi dito
ipinanganak sa bayan ng Puerto
Galera, dito naman po ako
lumaki, nag-aral at permanente
ng nanirahan. Ang aking mga
magulang, si Ka Lunet at Ka
Emon ay kilala ng lahat ng tao.
Ibinuhos ko po ang lahat ng oras
upang marating ang ating mga
kababayan hindi lamang upang
magpakilala ngunit upang ilahad
ang mga pagbabagong nais
kong gawin sa sistema ng
pamamahala at paggawa ng
batas sa ating bayan.

Mga kababayan, palitan na
po natin ang mentalidad ng
“popularity” or pagiging sikat.
Ang Sangguniang Bayan po at
ang Posisyon ng Mayor ay
hindi entablado at hindi rin tv
or sinehan na upang manalo ay
kailangan ang iyong pagsikat.
Ang kinakailang po natin ay ang
kakayahan ng isang tao, ang
kanyang integridad at pananaw
sa mga issue sa ating bayan
kung paano ito ay kanyang
isasakatuparan at
mapakinabangan n gating mga
kababayan.

3. Na si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay hindi dala ng
mga Locsin-  Nuong ako ay
madesisyon na tumakbo sa
pulitika, alam ko na kung ako ay
manalo sa halalang iyon,
gagampanan ko ang aking
tungkulin bilang isang  “public
servant” na laging maging tapat
sa saligang batas at sa mga
taong bumoto sa akin na walang
puwang para ang tiwala nila  ay
aking ipagkanulo. Naniniwala
ako sa “accountability of a pub-
lic officer” base sa isinasaad ng
ating saligang batas. Na ang
isang opisyal ng ating bayan ay
dapat na managot sa taong
bayan lamang at hindi sa iilang
tao sa ating lipunan. Na siya ay
gumawa ng mga batas na ayon
sa kanyang paniniwala ay
makakatulong sa kanyang mga
kababayan.

Mga minamahal kong taga
Puerto Galera, bakit hindi natin
ibalik sa ating bayan ang tema
ng pulitika nuong mga
nakaraang panahon. Na ang
dinadala ng mga tao ay ang
kandidatong malinis ang
pagkatao, marangal sa kanyang
panunungkulan at may tunay
na intensiyon na magsilbi sa
ating bayan? Nuong panahon
na walang nasusunod kung
sino ang dapat maging opisyal
ng ating bayan.

4.  Na si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay bata pa –

Insulto po ba sa ating
mga kababayan na
may isang batang
abogado na
naghangad na
paglingkuran ang
ating bayan?
Mayroon ba itong
pagkakaiba sa isang
tao na sa tinagal-tagal
ng panahon ay kung
umedad lamang ng
mahigit sa 50 taon
saka magsasabi na
siya ay maglilingkod
sa bayan kaya siya ay
nangangarap na
mahalal? Alin po ba
ang mas marangal at
makatwiran? Ang isang bata na
umpisa pa lamang ay punong-
puno ng idealismo ng
paglilinkod o ang isang
kandidato na inuna muna ang
kanyang sarili at pagkatapos
bago pumanaw ay magsabi na
maglilingkod daw sa bayan?

Bata o matanda, aking mga
kababayan, ang pulitika sa
Puerto Galera ay hindi isang
laro. Ang mga taong ilalagay
natin  sa puwesto ngaung
darating na eleksyon ang siyang
huhubog sa kinabukasan n gat-
ing bayan para sa ating mga
anak. Huwag na nating hayaan
bumagal pa ang pag-unlad n
gating bayan. Pumili tayo ng
mga kandidatong malinis ang
puso, tapat ang paglilingkod sa
bayan, hindi nagpapagamit
kahit kanino man, maasahan,
may takot sa diyos  at dapat
yung mga may pinag-aralan!
Ang ating pamahalaan ay hindi
praktisan!

5.  Na si Atty. Christian
Magboo Garcia ay hindi
sumama sa malakas na partido
– Marami pong “joke” tungkol
sa pagsama sa isang partido
ngunit ako’y naniniwala pa rin
sa sinabi ni President Manuel
L. Quezon nuong una  sa
kasabihan na “my loyalty to the
party ends, when my loyalty to
the people begins.”

Maaaring kayo ay
magkakasama sa partido sa
halalan, ngunit kung interes na
ng taong bayan ang pinag-
uusapan, wala ng parti-partido!
Ang isang kandidato sa oras na
siya ay mahalal ay hindi na dapat
padikta sa kanyang partido
kundi dapat sa kanyang
kunsensya na lamang at isipin
nya kung ang kanya bang
gagawin ay para sa taong bayan.

Natatandaan ko pa ang
sinabi ni Senator Juan Ponce
Enrile nuong minsang siya ay
tumakbong Presidente ng
Pilipinas ng walang partido, ang
sabi niya……ayaw ko na ng may
partido, dahil kapag ako ay
nanalo sigurado lahat ng kasama

ko sa partido ay hihingi ng
kanya-kanyang “kaparte”.

Sa panghuli po o sa No. 6
ay kayo na ang humusga.
Ngayong ako po ay mas kilala
na ninyo at ang aking pamilya.

Mga kababayan ko, naway
ay aking naging karanasan at
pananaw sa pulitika ay inyo ring
mapag-isipan. Tigilan na natin
ang paggamit at pagtanggap sa
nakalalasong salapi sa ating
pulitika ngayong halalan.  Wala
pong ibang talo kundi ang taong
bayan.  Kilalanin natin ang ating
kandidato hindi dahil sa
kanyang kasikatan kung hindi
kilalanin natin siya kung ano
ang kaya niyang gawin sa ating
bayan. Ang higit na dapat
malaman ay ang kanyang tunay
in intensiyon ng pagtakbo sa
halalan.  Ipagsawalang bahala
na lamang natin kung sino ang
dadalhing kandidato ng mga
Locsin bagkus ay piliin natin
ang alam natin ay isang tao na
hindi maaaring sakupin ang
sariling desisyon, ang desisyon
na gumawa ng hakbang at
pagbabago para na lahat ng
taga Puerto Galera. Hindi na
importante ang bata o matanda,
bastat may takot sa diyos,
malinis ang hangarin, walang
masamang record at higit sa
lahat mga opisyal  na mayroong
pinag-aralan at hindi
papagpraktisan lamang ang
posisyong kanyang kinahalalan
at kung mahalal na ay gumawa
ng desisyon na hindi para sa
partido o iilang tao lamang
bagkos ay yaong para sa
kapakanan lamang ng taong
bayan…..mamamayan ng Puerto
Galera.

Kabayan, Gising Na.  Pag-
isipan Mo Munang Mabuti
Bago Ka Magsising Muli.

Natatanging karanasan at pananaw sa halalanNatatanging karanasan at pananaw sa halalanNatatanging karanasan at pananaw sa halalanNatatanging karanasan at pananaw sa halalanNatatanging karanasan at pananaw sa halalan
Ni Atty. Christian Magboo Garcia
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Fishermen’s Cove
leads drive against
killer starfish

Portolan Giuseppi of Fishermen’s
Cove is leading the community in an
innovative way of protecting its prized
coral reefs – the massive collection of
harmful starfish.

Puerto Galera is known for its white
sand beaches, romantic coves, rugged
nature, and fantastic underwater scen-
ery.  Scuba divers from all over the
world come to its cool clear waters to
take a glimpse of its magnificent coral
reefs.

Giuseppi, a resident of 22 years and
an avid diving enthusiast, asked fish-
ermen to collect the killer starfish and
he would pay them 10 pesos for every
“Acanthaster planci”, a large multi-
armed starfish that preys on coral pol-
yps.

After several days Giuseppi re-
duced the bounty to 5 pesos for every
killer starfish known locally as Taeng
Kalabaw.

To date, the fisherman have so far
collected more than 5,000 of the harm-
ful starfish and Giuseppi said he will
keep on with this project until there is
no more “Acanthaster planci”.

Giuseppi’s effort is also supported
by the Puerto Galera Dive Association
through its president Chuck Driver of
Capt’n Greggs.  The Association is try-
ing to solicit funds from its members
to help contribute to Giuseppi’s exter-
mination drive.

Councilor Danny Enriquez, chair-
man of the Committee on the Environ-

ment, said that project should be a com-
munity effort and that other non-dive
establishment and even residents
should help out.

Enriquez said that the starfish cov-
ered with poisonous spines is also
harmful to swimmers when punctured
by the spines.  The wound usually
takes a long time to heal.

He noted that the starfish feeds
only on the tissue of living corals and
because of its large size is capable of
destroying an entire coral colony dur-
ing feeding.

Enriquez said that the increase in
the population of the “Acanthaster
planci” is due to man’s indiscriminate
collection of the Triton shell (tambuli)
that preys on the killer starfish.

Another reason for its rapid popu-
lation growth, Enriquez added, is due
to siltation and pollution.

This was not the only time that
there is a drive against the Taeng
Kalabaw.  Mrs. Cecilia Locsin, also a
diving enthusiast, has launched and
sponsored a campaign against the
killer starfish.  In 1997, the Locsin Foun-
dation gave out prizes including TV,
electric fan and radio to fishermen and
residents who collected the harmful
starfish.

The Puerto Galera Dive Associa-
tion has had several campaigns against
the Taeng Kalabaw.  Chuck said that
since 2005 they have collected more
than 11,000 of the killer starfish. Portolan Giuseppi, Councilor Danny Enriquez and local fishermen

Hindi lang dapat mga foreigner ang
dapat tumulong sa pagpatay sa mga
Taeng Kalabaw.  Higit na may
responsibilidad tayong mga mismong
taga-Puerto Galera, sapagkat kapag
nasira ang mga coral reefs mawawala
na ring parang bola ang turismo sa
ating bayan.

Marami dito sa ating maiingay at
akala mo ay tunay na mapagmahal sa
kalikasan pero wala naman silang
ginagawa kundi magbunganga.

Kung tunay na pinahahalagahan
natin ang kinabukasan  ng susunod
na salinglahi, buksan sana ang isipan
at ngayon na umaksyon hindi kung
kelan malalala na ang sitwasyon.

TumulongTumulongTumulongTumulongTumulong
ka, kabayanka, kabayanka, kabayanka, kabayanka, kabayan


