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The name is essential when
studying the history of a place.
It provides a clue, an insight of
the times gone by in an area.

I have read many literatures
about the name Puerto Galera
and how it came to be.  It’s been
published in countless bro-
chures, copied in many websites
and quoted in newspapers,
speeches and even in a recent
historical account on the island
of Mindoro.

Puerto Galera they say came
from the Spanish Puerto de
Galeon which in English means
Port of the Galleon.  However,
as much as we want it to be true,
it is rendered false by an old
Spanish map made in 1871.

Before we re-write
history let me first at-
tempt to tell how we
got stuck with the
concept of the “port
of the galleon.”
Firstly, it is a wonder-
ful catch-phrase, ro-
mantically enticing, ex-

uding images of the
medieval past, and a
convenient commercial
tag line for the tourist in-
dustry.  Secondly, there
were indeed galleons that
sought refuge inside
Puerto Galera Bay.  An early
account to support this
claim was in a letter to Span-
ish King Felipe III in July 15,
1604 by then Philippine Gov-
ernor Pedro Acuña who
made mention that the

Almiranta 2, a galleon,
was moored in Puerto
Galera.  But the galleon
was not the first Spanish
ship that sailed into Puerto
Galera.

On May 12, 1570,
Martin de Goite and
Juan de Salcedo con-
quered Puerto Galera

onboard the San Miguel, a
galera (or in English a galley).
A galley is a large, usually
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“Puerto Galera is not the Port of the Galleon.”
single-decked medi-
eval ship of shallow
draft, propelled by
sails and oars and
used as a merchant
ship or warship.

A galleon was a
big ship and was used
when the Spaniards
needed to cross
oceans.  It was a trans-
atlantic carrier, ferry-
ing passengers and
cargoes across the ocean.

Galleys, on the other hand,
were the inter-island vessels of
the Spanish Conquistadores.
When they needed to conquer
and explore nearby islands and
rivers they used the galera.  It
carried 20 to 50 soldiers which
also had to man the sweeps
(oars); it had multiple sails.

The big Spanish ships at the
time of the conquest of Mindoro
were moored in Panay Island
where the Governor, Miguel
Lopez de Legazpi, waited for
news from Goite and Salcedo
who were off to conquer the
whole Luzon and Manila using
galleys including the indig-
enous galley-type vessels
which were commandeered by
the Spaniards.  Together with
the San Miguel and La Tortuga,
a small frigate, the Spaniards
brought to Puerto Galera 15
paraos manned by more than
400 native conscripts.  A parao
was an outrigger boat with sail
and carried 20 to 100 people.
The big paraos were called
balangay which is the root of
the word barangay.

There is an article in
Filipiniana.net about an old map
entitled in Spanish Plano
[inédito] del Puerto de Galera
y Enseriada del Varadero en la
Isla de Mindoro printed in
Madrid, Spain in 1871.  Trans-
lated into English it means: Map
(unpublished) of the Port of the
Galley and the cove of the
drydock in the Island of

Mindoro.  This clearly proves
that the origin of the name
Puerto Galera came from Puerto
de Galera and not Puerto de
Galeon as is popularly believed.

The etymology of other
Spanish words named after
places in Puerto Galera reveals
a glimpse of history and how
the Spaniards of yore saw such
places in the context of time.

Boquete means a gap which
would best describe “the gap”,
a small water canal between
Boquete Isand and mainland
Puerto Galera which existed un-
til the late 70’s.  The gap is now
a sandbar.

Medio Island – medio
means half.  It is the “other half”
of Boquete Island.

Ensenada means cove.  This
cove was used as a drydocking
facility inside Varadero
(drydock) Bay.  The Spaniards
used Varadero Bay because of
its nearness to Baco where the
cabisera (seat of government)
was later situated.

Muelle means wharf.  In this
wharf was built a warehouse
that stored sacks of palay and
other foodstuff which were col-
lected by ships departing to
Nueva España (Mexico).  This
warehouse burned to the
ground along with the palays
which became the “Black Rice
of Muelle.”
(Source: Relacion de las Yslas
Filipinas, H. Riquel, The Phil.
Islands, Blair and Robertson)

15th century
Spanish soldier

with an arquebus

Sketch of a Galera

Puerto Galera is not only
beautiful but it is also rich in his-
tory.  What is sad is that people
here do no know their amazing
heritage.

The Internet has done great
wonders for researchers and
history buffs like me.  And 6 gru-
eling weeks later, I have com-
piled a modest collection of
mostly unpublished historical
accounts about Mindoro and
Puerto Galera.
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In the days and weeks and months
to come, I will gather more information
from various sources hoping someday
that I will have the time and the resources
to publish a book on the history of this
island.

Now let me tell you the story of the
first Europeans who came to Puerto
Galera, the Spanish Conquistadores.

We all know Ferdinand Magellan
tried to conquer the Philippines in
1521.  Well he failed, he got killed,
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October 31 Session
This is one for the books.
For the first time in recent

history, the Sangguniang
Bayan, last October 31, passed
a resolution overriding the
Mayor’s veto on the contro-
versial Ordinance prohibiting
lewd shows inside girlie bars.

The 8 sponsors namely
Councilors Minda Justiniano,
Raffy Cataquis, Danny
Enriquez, Joseph Andal, Endo

Candava, Ido Bunquin, ABC
President Edwin Suzara and
SK Federation President Chris-
tine Manongsong,voted to re-
ject the Mayor’s veto.  Coun-
cilors Berting Macatangay and
Gabriel Ilagan did not raise
their hands in favor of the reso-
lution.

Church leaders witnessed
the historic session as well as
employees of the Sabang girlie

>>> on page 2
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remember.  Spain sent another
expedition, it failed too.  The
third one also failed.  But the
fourth under Miguel Lopez de
Legazpi did the job in 1565
which was the beginning of
more than 300 years of Spanish
colonial rule of the Philippines.

Legazpi had great help from
two men who too earned their
places in history.  Martin de
Goite, his maestro de campo,
second in command, is known
as the conqueror of Manila.
Legazpi’s grandson, Capitan
Juan de Salcedo, known as the
last Conquistador is also the
conqueror of Mamburao and
Lubang.

Legazpi had set-up his base
in Panay Island with around 300
hungry Spanish soldiers and
hundreds of hungry conscripts
from Panay and Cebu.   Food
was fast running out.  Legazpi
ordered Martin de Goite and
Juan de Salcedo to look for a
much bigger island with more
food to sustain them.  Off they
went to Luzon to conquer the
Kingdom of Manila.  Along the
way they discovered Mindoro
and conquered Baco and Puerto
Galera.

On May 8, 1570, Goite and
Salcedo left the river of Panay.
They were onboard the San
Miguel, a Spanish galley.  Tail-
ing them behind was La
Tortuga, a small frigate, and 15
big paraos (outrigger boats).
With them were 90 soldiers
(arquebusiers) and 20 sailors
together with 400 warriors from
Cebu called the Pintados (the
painted ones).  They were called
Pintados because of their tat-
toos and the red clay that they
used to smother all over their
bodies.

Hernando Riquel was the
chief notary and was in-charge
of recording the events of the
expedition.

They reached Sibuyan Is-
land after sailing for 2 days then
passed Banton Island.  They
didn’t stop at the two island al-

though they saw many Indios
as they were in a rush to find
food.  They came to Mindoro at
Pola Bay first which was 12
leagues from Banton Island.

Riquel wrote: “From the is-
land of Banton to that of Bindoro
(Mindoro) there is a distance of
about 12 leagues.  The master-
of-camp reached this latter
place, and anchored there with
all the vessels in his charge.
Mindoro is also called the lesser
Luzon.  All its ports and mari-
time towns are inhabited by
Moros.  We hear that inland live
naked people called
Chichimecos (Mangyans).  As
far as could be seen, this island
lacks provisions.”

News reached Martin de
Goite that there were two Chi-
nese vessels moored 5 leagues
away from them in Baco River.
Chinese merchants were called
Sangleys.

Riquel wrote:  “Seeing that
the weather did not permit him
to send the large ship, because
the wind was blowing south by
west, he despatched Captain
Juan de Salcedo, with the paraos
and rowboats to reconnoiter the
said ships, and to request peace
and friendship with them.”

Suddenly a “violent” south-
west wind began to blow and
the Spaniards “were compelled
to put into harbor, and to find
shelter for that night behind a

promontory”.
However, 4 paraos and the

frigate got separated from the
fleet and drifted farther away.
The next morning the Spaniards
tried to regrouped and fired
arquebuse shots to know the
location of each vessel.

The paraos that were ahead
north reached Baco river first
and saw the two Chinese junks
coming at them.

Riquel wrote:  “The Chinese,
either because news of the
Spaniards had reached them, or
because they had heard
arquebuse-shots, were coming
out side by side with foresails
up, beating on drums, playing
on fifes, firing rockets and
culverins, and making a great
warlike display.  Many of them
were seen on deck, armed with
arquebuses and unsheathed
cutlasses.”

The Spaniards who were
more experienced in many
battles fought the Sangleys al-
though the paraos “were so
small and low that they hardly
reached the first pillar of the
enemy’s ships.”  This was to be
the first recorded battle of for-
eigner versus foreigner in the
Philippines.

The more experienced aim of
the Spaniards was so effective
that the Chinese took cover
throughout the battle, and “the
Spaniards were thus able to

board their ships and take pos-
session of them.”

Riquel wrote:  “There were
about eighty Chinese on board
the two ships; about twenty
were killed in the affray.  The
soldiers searched the cabins in
which the Chinese kept their
most valuable goods, and there
they found silk, both woven and
in skeins; gold thread, musk,
gilded porcelain bowls, pieces
of cotton cloth, gilded water-
jugs, and other curious ar-
ticles—although not in a large
quantity, considering the size of
the ships.  The decks of both
vessels were full of earthen jars
and crockery; large porcelain
vases, plates, and bowls; and
some fine porcelain jars, which
they call sinoratas.  They also
found iron, copper, steel, and a
small quantity of wax which the
Chinese had bought.

Captain Juan de Salcedo
later arrived with the rear-guard
of the paraos.  He scolded his
men for killing the Sangleys.

Riquel wrote: “The master-
of-camp, Martin de Goite, who
had remained behind with the

large ship, showed much more
displeasure, when he heard of
the occurrence.  As soon as he
was able to cast anchor with the
San Miguel in the river of Baco
(the name of the place where the
Chinese vessels were found), he
made all haste to make them
understand that he was sorry
for their misfortune, and that
they had done wrong in sally-
ing forth against the Spaniards.
Nevertheless, he said he would
give them, besides their freedom,
a ship, in which they might re-
turn to their own country with-
out any hindrance—besides
whatever was necessary for
their voyage.  This was highly
appreciated by the Chinese,
who, being very humble people,
knelt down with loud utterances
of joy.”

Goite sent the other Chinese
junk back to their base in Panay
Island with all the goods taken
from the Sangleys.

The people of Baco, seeing
their superior armaments, did
not fight the Spaniards and of-
fered them peace.  Goite assured
them of peace but asked them

to pay tributes to the King of
Spain.  The natives promised to
pay 200 taels of gold (equiva-
lent to around 9 kilos of gold)
but told the Spaniards to wait
for a few days, time needed for
the natives to collect the gold.

The Spaniards were in-
formed of the town of Mindoro
(Puerto Galera) which was the
capital of the island and that
there were 3 more Chinese ves-
sels there.  And so the Span-
iards wanted to depart quickly.
Goite told the natives of Baco
to have the gold ready upon his
return and set out for the “port
of Mindoro” which was “5
leagues away from Baco”.  The
Spaniards also heard that the
“moros of Mindoro” had made
great preparations for its de-
fense, and had provided them-
selves with a large number of
culverins, arrows, and other of-
fensive weapons, and were en-
trenched in a very strong fort.
This made the Spaniards more
interested and in the morning
of May 12, 1570 they departed
for Puerto Galera...
To be continued, next issue...

The Conquest of Puerto Galera ... from page 1

The Parao was used by the Spaniards to conquer the islands

SERVICES AND FACILITIES
Beach Front
Bar & Restaurant
Sari-Sari Store & Souvenir Shop
Parking Space for Customers only
Accept Package Group- Full Board
Air-Conditioned Rooms w/ Cable T.V. & some rooms w/ Kitchen

White Beach Hotel, Bar & Rest aurant

Joy D. Magbuhos
Cell . # 0916-534-0484

Landline Manila:
Precious - 742-7925

FRANKIE D. MAGBUHOS
Owner - Manager

Cell. #0920-418-6087
Merlyn - 0920-418-6087
Maricel - 0910-354-8330

White Beach, San Isidro, Puerto Galera, Or. Mindoro, Philippines
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October 25 Session
An imminent showdown be-

tween the Sangguniang Bayan
in tandem with the Catholic
Church versus Mayor Teo
Atienza and the Sabang girlie
bar owners is now in the offing.

Church leaders trooped to
the Session Hall last October 25
to lobby councilors to override
the veto of the Mayor on the
proposed ordinance banning
lewd shows in girlie bars.

The Mayor vetoed the ordi-
nance saying that the ban will
have a negative impact on the
tourist industry.  The Mayor
added: “lewdness and obscen-
ity may well be a state of mind
in a specific situation, but for
the business in Sabang, for in-
stance, this situation is not
lewdness or obscenity but en-
tertainment.”

This comment further upset
Church and community leaders
who said that Puerto Galera’s
brand of tourism is family-ori-

ented and wholesome and not
sex tourism.

No ordinance has ever been
reversed in recent history.  7
votes are needed to override the
veto.  Although 8 out of the 10-
member Sangguniang Bayan
sponsored the ordinance, the
Mayor has reportedly been call-
ing the councilors not to reverse
his veto.  .

Dressed in their Sunday
garbs, members of the Parish
Pastoral Council, Catholic
Women’s League, Apostolada
and Knights of Columbus at-
tended the session apparently
to exert pressure on the 8 spon-
sors not to waver in their stand
and to quash the Mayor’s veto.

However, 3 of the 8 spon-
sors did not attend the session
with various excuses which
prompted Councilor Minda
Justiniano, principal author of
the ordinance, to postpone vot-
ing on the resolution overrid-
ing the veto of the Mayor much

to the dismay of the Church
leaders in attendance.

Church leaders vowed that
they will attend every session
of the Sangguniang Bayan to
make sure that the councilors
understand their resolve on the
issue.  They said they will at-
tend the next session on Octo-
ber 31.

Meanwhile, the Fortnightly
has received information that
the Mayor met with girlie bar
owners and residents of Sabang
to rally support for his veto.  The
Mayor reportedly wants them
to also attend public meetings.
A reliable source said that the
information given to the bar
owners may not be accurate.

“They were being told that
the Sangguniang Bayan will
close down the bars,” our
source said.

Councilor Minda Justiniano
said that they do not intend to
close the bars but only to pro-
hibit lewd shows.

bars.  Parish Council President
Rafael Romey thanked the 8
sponsors for their votes to re-
verse the Mayor’s veto.

It was also a first to see two
groups with contrasting views
attending to exert pressure on
the Sangguniang Bayan on a
morality issue.

The session hall was
jampacked with elderly and
young church leaders dressed
in their Sunday’s best.  Mean-

while, girlie bar owners and their
employees sporting casual
clothes numbering to around 50
stood up while some sat side
by side with the supporters of
the ban on lewd shows.

Before the voting, Councilor
Raffy Cataquis made an impas-
sioned speech directed at the
girlie bar owners, stating that the
Councilors do not intend to
close down the bars.

Cataquis said that whoever

is spreading the news that the
bars will be shutdown is out to
discredit the Council.

Meanwhile, some of the
employees of the girlie bars
were dismayed with the
Council’s decision and vowed
to fight the ordinance when it
reaches the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan which need to ap-
prove the ordinance before it
can be enforced.

Photos on page 5.
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WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES
Best Ice Cream in Phililppines

(made from San Francisco Recipes by a Manila Supplier to Top Hotels)

Freshly ground imported Coffee beans by pound or kilogram.....

Imported Teas and spices for home or restaurant use.....

AND... Famous Portofino Quality SANDWICHES,

PIZZA, PASTRY, PIES AND CAKES AND DOUGHNUTS.

Watch for Friday and Saturday
FREE MOVIE NIGHTS with meal service.

LOCATED NEXT TO BIG APPLE RESORT
ON SABANG BEACHFRONT

Small La Laguna Beach, Sabang
Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro

5203 Philippines
Tel/Fax: +63 (43) 287-3227

E-mail: resort@portofino.com.ph

“For the discriminating traveler, desiring
and deserving the very best...
at very reasonable prices.”

Puerto Galera’s only beach front
Italian-Spanish condominium and resort hotel.

Portofino is the Asia home of “Huevos Rancheros” –
Famous throughout the Western Pacific.

Since 1983

THE DIVER’S RESORT
Sabang Beach, Puerto Galera

Tels. (043) 287-3071 / 0973 496 691
Mobile: 0917 540 4570

captngreggs@gmx.net  / info.captngreggs.com.ph

I got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked atI got wrecked at

International Food
Bar B Que
Mexican Food
Biggest Meals
Best Atmosphere

Western Style Accommodation
Seaside Restaurant Serving
Dive Shop - Over 30 Dive Sites

P.A.D.I. Courses in English, German, Swedish
42-Foot Dive Boat
Trips To Palawan
NITROX and Technical Courses

Package Prices Available

Manila Contact:
Swagman Hotel, Ermita, Manila

Tel. 523-3663 or 523-650

Gin Juice
Very Cold Beer
All Rooms With Cable TV
Hot And Cold Water
Chuck Burger

CLUB MABUHAY SABANG
Sabang, Puerto Galera, Philippines

Time to relax and rejuvenate, a perfect paradise is waiting for you in
this one great vacation experience! Nestle in this fine resort that boasts

of Spanish inspired villas and its spacious grounds. Sitting right in front of
the beach, choose between dipping in the clear beach waters in our
sizeable pool.  We offer great food too.

For reservation and other inquiries, please call:
(From Abroad) 63-43-287-3097 (In Philippines) 043-287-3097

We accept all Major Credit Cards.
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Noe Lineses SILVER BULLET

Area No. of Bills Amount
Sabang (incl. Dalaruan, Lalaguna) 769            3,125,783.49       
Poblacion 833            1,427,267.65       
Balatero 643            883,499.86          
White Beach 420            789,414.98          
Talipanan 498            551,754.86          
Sinandigan 273            399,547.37          
Palangan 250            333,255.70          
Tabinay 319            319,282.12          
Dulangan 326            241,548.62          
Ponderosa (incl. parts of Balatero) 59              85,611.66            
Villaflor 74              29,971.85            
Total 4,464         8,186,938.16       

Puerto Galera August Electric BillPuerto Galera August Electric BillPuerto Galera August Electric BillPuerto Galera August Electric BillPuerto Galera August Electric Bill

www.asiadivers.com

with

El Galleon Beach Resort / Asia Divers
Small La Laguna Beach, Puerto Galera,

Oriental Mindoro, 5203 Philippines
Email contact: admin@asiadivers.com

Phone: (+63) 917-8145107 Tel/Fax: (+63) 43 287-3205

Tinanong ko ito kay Kit Garong na Chairman
ng TOSCA.  Eto ang sagot niya: “TOSCA stands
for Tourism Sector Coordinating Association.  It
is a venue where the President, Chairman or rep-
resentative of different organizations in PG will
be coordinating their efforts and resources for a
better tourism industry.”

Yun pala ang ibig sabihin nun, isang grupong
tagapag-ugnay sa ibat-iba pang grupo para sa
ika-gaganda ng turismo.  Subalit si pinsan Kit ay
hindi na aktibo dito kaya’t inalam ko kung sino
ang mga nagpapatakbo nito.  Mukhang marami
ay mga dayo sa Puerto Galera.

Ang TOSCA ay inorganisa ng WWF, isang
ma-impluwensyang grupo pagdating sa usaping
pang-kalikasan.  Malaki ang pondo na galing pa
yata sa USAID, kaya’t maraming tao sa Puerto
ang saludo sa WWF.  Isang mahalagang vehikulo

Anong TOSCA?Anong TOSCA?Anong TOSCA?Anong TOSCA?Anong TOSCA?para sa WWF ang TOSCA para sa kanilang
programa sa Puerto Galera.

Ngayon ang tanong eh ganito, sa dahilang
napakalaki ng papel na gusto ninyong saklawin
ng TOSCA, bakit nga ba mukhang ang taal na
taga-Puerto ay hindi ninyo isinama?

Nasaan ang mga apo ng Hilarion Axalan,
Aguedo Cobarrubias, Pedro Delgado, ng mga
Atienza, Suzara, Ilagan, Lopez at Cataquis.  Kung
hindi ninyo kilala ang mga pamilyang ito hindi
kayo taga-Puerto Galera.

Kung sasabihin ninyo na hindi dumating sila
noong ino-organisa, mukhang hindi malawak ang
pag-aaral ninyo sa ugali at kultura ng mga taga-
Puerto Galera.  Kung ang plano ninyo ay ang
TOSCA ang magiging primemover ng binabalak
na pagpa-plano para sa Puerto Galera.  Think
again.  Kung hindi kasama ang mismong taga-
Puerto Galera, hindi magiging tagumpay ang
balak ninyo.  Hindi pa huli ang lahat, pakiusap,
pakisama sila sa plano ninyo.

Remembering the deadRemembering the deadRemembering the deadRemembering the deadRemembering the dead
On November 1 and 2, we again troop to the cemetery to pay respect to our

dearly departed.  Although the Church marked November 2 as All Soul’s Day, it is a
revered tradition of Filipinos to visit their dead on All Saints’ Day, November 1, a
national holiday.

The first of November is also a day for families to get together and reminisce old
times.  As would be expected, the cemetery would take on a fiesta atmosphere as
throngs of people would flock and gather around the tomb of their loved ones.

This year, however, the people who went were noticeably less than last year to the
dismay of politicians who were everywhere to be seen and heard.

The reason probably was because November 2 was not declared a holiday.  Rela-
tives who are based elsewhere might not have been too eager to travel knowing that
they need to work the next day.

During this time, we, the people of Puerto Galera, must take time to reflect on the
days when our forefathers used to roam this island.  Whether they will be happy with
what we have done to the land they so loved and to the traditions they so cherished.
Whether the values and culture they instilled on us are still nurtured by the present so
that future generations shall also nourish them.

We cannot deny the blessings we got from the tourist trade.  We did embrace, with
much zest, values and cultures foreign to us.  Now at this day and age, they say that
we should think global, that we should compete, that we should learn to adapt.

But we should not forget who we are as a people.  The foreigners will respect us
more if we are proud of our traditions, of our heritage, of our identity, of our history.
A community without a memory is a community of madmen.

Call me a sentimental fool.  But I hope someday you will join me when I say, I love
Puerto Galera because of the orasyon (Angelus), the Undas (All Saint’s Day), the
Pasko (Christmas), the Semana Santa (Holy Week), the subli (folk dance), the pa-
goda (fluvial parade), el arroz negro de Muelle (black rice), the Iraya Mangyan.

And so on the day when we commemorate our dead, let us take a moment to
ponder what we have become as a people.

Isang bayang unti-unting naa-agnas ang kaluluwa bunga ng kaunlarang dulot
ng turismo.  A people that has no cultural identity, a community that has no memory
of the past, a town that is slowly losing its soul as all that we see is the color of money.
Konti na lang ang nagpapahalaga sa tradisyon at kultura ng Puerto Galera.

We pay tribute to our dead to thank them for what we have now.  We owe it to
them to perpetuate their legacy.

To Lolong Hilarion, Lolong Epifanio and Lolang Teodora, my beloved father, Pablo
Axalan Lineses, thank you very much, may you rest in peace with the Lord Almighty-
to you I dedicate this newspaper, my sacrifice...

The Puerto Galera Fortnightly Journal
Published by PGOL Printing Press Telefax: 043-287-3101
info@puertogalera.org or puertogaleranews@yahoo.com
Noe Lineses - Publisher/Editor (noelineses@yahoo.com)

Last Issue of the Fortnightly? Help save it, donate now!
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Up-Left photo: SB Secretary Leo Persia reads the position paper of Sabang establishments opposing the ordinance; Up-Right
photo: Employees of the girlie bars huddled close to Councilor Minda Justiniano, primary sponsor of the ordinance; Down-Left
photo: VM Johnny Ascan tells the jampacked session, SB is not anti-tourism and not in favor of sex tourism either; Down-Right
photo Mrs. Peachy Atienza, head of a women’s group and wife of Mayor Teo Atienza, says they want to upgrade moral values but
said closure of the bars will “kill the economy”.  The Sangguniang Bayan with more than two-thirds majority as required by law
reversed the Mayor’s veto on the ordinance prohibiting lewd shows in girlie bars.

Oct 31 Historic Session: First Successful Overriding
Of A Mayor’s Veto On A Morality Issue (Lewd Shows)

Talk of the TownTalk of the TownTalk of the TownTalk of the TownTalk of the Town
I apologize if there are wrong grammar or misspelled words in

this issue.  I am doing both the book (history of Puerto Galera
and Mindoro) and the newspaper at the same time and would
hope that you would understand any shortcomings that this
paper may have until such time as I am done with the book.

Many people have asked me who are the people behind this
newspaper.  Well, there is Noe the reporter, Noe the columnist,
Noe the graphic designer, Noe the layout artist and lastly, Noe
the delivery boy.

The biggest challenge in making a periodical is hunting for
ads.  This newspaper’s survival we owe to friends and support-
ers who do not in any way influence the presentation of the news
with their generous contributions to make 3,000 copies of each
issue to be given for free.

I salute, you guys, and someday, somehow people here will
come to realize why you and I are doing this newspaper.

* * *
Councilors Danny Enriquez and Raffy Cataquis took heed of

the inputs shared at the last public hearing about the Environ-
mental User Fee (EUF) Ordinance.

In the new draft, the revisions are as follows:
1)  EUF is now 20 pesos only (50 pesos before).
2)  No more exemption for NIPAS areas.
3)  The Mayor now to administer and manage the collection,

disbursement and allocation of funds.  Before it was the Coastal
Resources Management Board (CRMB) which contravenes the
local government code.

4)  Exempted in paying the EUF are “government officials on
official business, residents of Oriental Mindoro upon proper
proof, those conducting regular business, visiting relatives and
other such persons who do not fall as traveler or tourist (sic).”

* * *
I wish I could say that the EUF ordinance is okay now.  There

is still that lingering question of how to identify who are ex-
empted and who are not exempted from paying the EUF.  The
Collection Sites are also left blank, that means they still don’t
know where they will collect the EUF.

* * *
The Association of Barangay Chairpersons sent a resolution

asking the Sangguniang Bayan to make the EUF 50 pesos per
person.  There is an “incentive scheme” in the EUF ordinance

that gives all the barangays 20% of the net collection.  That
means if the municipality gets 50 million pesos, the barangays
will receive 10 million pesos per year.   I think because the EUF is
an environmental fee it should be spent on environmental projects
of the barangays.

* * *
Congratulations to Leo Persia, the charismatic Sangguniang

Bayan Secretary, for having been elected as the President of the
Philippine League of Secretaries to the Sanggunian, Inc.-Oriental
Mindoro Chapter.

* * *
Councilor Enriquez would no doubt become the topnotcher

in passing legislations this year.  He authored 3 noteworthy reso-
lutions passed last week.  Good job, Councilor.

First, recognition to Balatero Elementary school for being the
first place winner of the National Achievement Test.  I heard that
even President Gloria Arroyo was wowed by this remarkable
achievement.  Our kudos to Principal Emelie Marquez and the
teachers as well as the pupils of Balatero Elementary.  We got the
brightest and the best.  Cheers to you all!

Second, a request to the Tourism Secretary to declare Puerto
Galera as an Eco-Tourism Development Area.

Third, a request to Marivene M. Manuel-Santos of the Na-
tional Museum to help Puerto Galera recover the original wooden
marker of the gunboat (cañonera) Mariveles which sunk in No-
vember 18, 1879.  I have an interesting piece on this next issue.

* * *
Last November 1, a dead 15-year old Muslim was found

sprawled in a mangrove swamp in Poblacion.  The body of
Abdurassid Samson, resident of Aguada, Poblacion, bore 6
stabbed wounds including 1 that went through his neck.

PO2 Aris Cornelia said that the time of death was ascertained
at around 1 in the morning.  The police is currently conducting an
investigation.

* * *
The police, however, could not conduct an investigation on

an ugly rumor that spread throughout Sabang last week.
There was allegedly a lifeless body of a 17-year old girl which

was found by a chambermaid in one resort.
The police said that they could not find a body, no name, no

resort or barangay official reporting any crime.  In other words,
no proof of death, mere “tsismis”, period. Or is there more to it?

News here get creepier and scarier.  I hope the authorities will
be able to solve both real and imagined murder stories.

Council to tackleCouncil to tackleCouncil to tackleCouncil to tackleCouncil to tackle
BMBE OrdinanceBMBE OrdinanceBMBE OrdinanceBMBE OrdinanceBMBE Ordinance

Good news to small and medium scale business entrepreneurs.
The Sangguniang Bayan will soon be discussing an ordinance
which will pave the way for the implementation of the Barangay
Micro Business Enterprise (BMBE) Law in Puerto Galera.

Councilor Joseph Andal, primary author, together with 7 co-
authors, namely Councilors Danny Enriquez, Isidro Bunquin,
Florendo Candava, Raffy Cataquis, Minda Justiniano, ABC Presi-
dent Edwin Suzara and SK Federation President Christine
Manongsong, shall present before the Council a draft Ordinance
which will authorize the Municipal Treasurer to collect the Regis-
tration Fee for a BMBE applicant.

The BMBE Law provides for incentives to small and medium
scale enterprises including tax exemptions.  A qualified BMBE
does not pay income taxes.

Regulations on Videoke
bars next on the agenda

Councilor Minda Justiniano, principal author of the ban on
lewd show ordinance, said that she will sponsor another ordi-
nance which will impose new regulations on Videoke bars.

The new ordinance will affect a number of Videoke bars in
Poblacion which are allegedly being used as prostitution fronts.
These infamous bars triggered the widespread clamor for more
regulations on the adult entertainment industry.

Under the draft ordinance, the Videoke bars will be prohibited
from employing Guest Relation Officers (GRO) and entertainers.
Their operation will be wholseome in nature, meaning, no hanky-
panky.  The first indicator that there is hanky-panky is when a bar
allows a GRO to entertain a patron whilst she sits with a lady’s
drink.  The more audacious sign is when a bar offers a girl for
“take-out” in lieu of a bar fine.

I had a long and interesting chat last week with prominent
White Beach business owners, namely, Francisco Magbuhos
of White Beach Hotel, Delgado sisters Divine and Neneng
and Peter Manalo of Manalo Restaurant.

I was surprised when they told me that they were sum-
moned by Mrs. Suzanne Ledesma, Administrator of the Locsin
Group of Companies for a meeting.

Mr. Magbuhos said that he thought the meeting was about
the DENR’s delineation of the public and private lands.  It
turned out that Mrs. Ledesma wanted to talk to them about
White Beach, sort of getting a feel of the situation, if I may.

The discussion revolved on how to protect and preserve
the allure of White Beach.  There was a suggestion that White
Beach should aim to get “quality tourists”, those who can
afford a $200 a night room.  Mr. Magbuhos remarked that their
target is really the budget tourists as White Beach is a known
haven for backpackers and students.

Many other issues were discussed but I’ll stop here..only
to say that in every issue raised it would seem that the White
Beach businessmen have made up their minds.  They want the
status quo.  No more, no less.

Mrs. Ledesma has been busy that day.  She was also seen
attending the meeting organized by TOSCA-WWF to discuss
a new TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PLAN.

We were not invited so we don’t know what it is.  I asked
those who were invited and got tidbits of information.

They said there will be widespread consultations on the
new plan which will cost around 3.5 million pesos to produce.

Is the plan for this Mayor or for the next one?
Marami nag-aapply na maging Mayor ng Puerto Galera.

Tuwing darating ang halalan, iisa lang malimit ang
madidinig na katanungan: “Sino ang dadalhin ng
mayaman?”

Ika nga, maaga pa para pag-usapan ito pero habang
papalapit ng palapit ay pilit na inaalam kung sino ang
manok ng pamilya Locsin.  Kaya’t kapag may darating na
kinatawan nila, talaga namang pinag-uusapan sa bayan
kung sino ang kinausap at ano ang pinag-usapan.
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TO WHOM IT  MAY CONCERN:

For my gratefulness and thanks to the donors of all the
excavated artifacts taken from Bayanan, Tangalan, Baclayan,
and other parts of the Municipality of Puerto Galera, Oriental
Mindoro, I have caused to write this will and promise, con-
cerning all items of these donated artifacts now under my care
and safe-keeping inside the parish convent with permission of
the Bishop, Monsignor William Duschak, SVD, of the Apos-
tolic Vicariate of Calapan, to wit:

That, these artifacts must remain in Puerto Galera forever
and that the museum would serve as one of the landmarks of
this beautiful and historic town.

That, I will keep these antiquated artifacts which my pa-
rishioners entrusted to me and that I would establish a sort of
museum inside our parish campus, with due permission of the
Bishop, for safe-keeping.

That this museum containing these antiques shall be an
open house to all who wishes to see its contents for educa-
tional, historical, cultural and scientific researches, as well as
for tourism upliftments (sic).

That since these artifacts were heartily donated by the
people of Puerto Galera, not a single item of these articles shall
be sold, donated or given away to any person, institution and
the like, as I have promised and willed to the givers of these
collections.

That most of these artifacts were broken when I received
them but were miraculously and arduously put together in
their original shapes by Miss Virginia A. Lineses, my present
parochial helper.

That about two-thirds of these collections were directly
given and handed to me by my parishioners who excavated
them and the remaining one-third came from the collections of
Vice-Mayor Pablo A. Lineses and Mr. Estanislao Cobarrubias
Jr.  One burial jar was donated by Mayor Rogelio Cataquis.

That in the future, whoever my successor shall be, I hope
and pray, would not disposed, sell, donate or give away any
item hereof, but instead continue to keep and care for the same,
just in case I am no longer the parish priest of this Parish.

FOR THIS WILL AND TESTAMENT OF PROMISE, I cause
myself to sign my signature below this, on this 7th day of April,
1963, in my convent here in Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro.

For all the persons who in one way or another, aside from
those I mentioned above, I am reiterating my heartfelt thanks
and gratitude for their contributions to this small museum of
our Parish.  I am also extending my thanks and gratitude to my
Mangyan friends of Baclayan for sharing their collections from
the mountain of Baclayan and elsewhere to our Puerto Galera
Parish Museum.

(sgd) FR. ERWIN THIEL, SVD

Will AndWill AndWill AndWill AndWill And
Testament OfTestament OfTestament OfTestament OfTestament Of

PromisePromisePromisePromisePromise
(For The

Excavated
Artifacts
Of Our
Parish

Museum)

photo of
Original at the
Museum

Pleading for ReconsiderationPleading for ReconsiderationPleading for ReconsiderationPleading for ReconsiderationPleading for Reconsideration
Honorable Members of the Sangguniang Bayan
Puerto Galera, Or Mindoro
HonorableLadies/Gentlemen,
We, Business and Resort Owners/Operators, do hereby plead to reconsider the amendment of the Municipal Ordinance:  “An

Ordinance Prohibiting Lewd and Indecent Shows in Establishments for Entertainment and Providing Penalties for Violations
Thereof”.  While we do not oppose the laudable and noble intention of the proponents, we are praying for the following:

1.  Identify the Barangay where entertainers and artist are not allowed.

2.  That a guideline on the hiring of entertainers and artist must be provided in the Ordinance.

3.  The Honorable Mayor in paragraph 3 in his Veto Statement, that situation in Sabang is not lewdness and
obscenity but entertainment.

4.  That we pray for your kind understanding and help, considering that said establishment had been long time
established in Sabang.

As we affix our signature, we are looking forward that our prayer will be heard.

The Pub
Le Bistrot
Portofino Café

Mermaid Resort
Captn Greggs
Calypso Multimedia

Divers Café
Ralf & Ella’s Floating Bar
Max Bank

Rocks Café
Garden of Eden
GPLP Tours

Para sa Lahat ng Kinauukulan:
Mga Miyembro ng Sangguniang Bayan,
Ikalawang Punong Bayan,

At sa

Mga Sumusuportang Mamamayan Sa Propose Mu-
nicipal Ordinance No. 06-09

Mula sa Nagkakaisang May-ari ng iba’t-ibang
uri ng negosyo, Manggagawa at Residente ng
Barangay Sabang, Puerto Galera.

Kami pong lahat na nakalagda dito ay muling umaapela
at tahasang nagpapahayag ng aming pagtutol sa ipinapasa
ninyong Municipal Ordinance No. 06-09 na may
pamagat na “An Ordinance Prohibiting Lewd, Bold and
Indecent Shows in  establishments for entertainment and
providing penalties for violations thereof” na hindi
masakop ang Barangay Sabang.

Sa ganitong mga kadahilanan;

1.  Sapagkat, ang gagawin po ninyo ay isang tahasang
pagpapawalang bisa sa karapatan naming mga
mamamayan ng Puerto Galera, na makapag-negosyo,
makapag-trabaho at maka-pamuhay na may pagsunod
pa ang inyong regulatory procedures bago ninyo kami
mabigyan ng karapatang makapag-operate nito;

2.  Sapagkat, ang gagawin po ninyo ay maaaring
ipalagay o ituring na isang paglamang sa mamamayan.
Bakit po?  Sapagkat, wala po kaming natatandaan na
nagbigay kayo ng palugit o warning, at hindi rin nagkaroon
ng malinaw at parehas na konsultasyon sa pagitan ng
mga opisyales, negosyante o kapitalista at manggagawa.
Manapa’y ang nangyari ay nabuo at na-organisa ang
panukalang batas na ito na kayo-kayo na lamang at
ngayon ay parang sapilitan ninyong inilalatag at
ipinagagawa sa amin;

3.  Sapagkat, ang gagawin po ay tahasang pagpatay
sa industriyang pang-turismo na alam ninyong
pangunahing pinagkukunan at pinagkakakitaan ng
ikinabubuhay ng nakararaming bilang ng mga
mamamayan sa ating bayan, sa aming barangay at maging
ng mga mamamayan sa Bara-Barangay na inyong
nasasakupan. Inalisan na nga ninyo kami ng second point
of entry, aalisan pa ninyo kami ng kabuhayan;

Petisyon ng mga taga-SabangPetisyon ng mga taga-SabangPetisyon ng mga taga-SabangPetisyon ng mga taga-SabangPetisyon ng mga taga-Sabang
4.  Sapagkat, ang gagawin po ninyo ay isang tahasang

pagpigil sa mga dapat at kinakailangan pang pag-unlad
ng ating bayan lalong-lalo na sa aming barangay.
Sapagkat, sa pag-hina, unti-unting pagkawala ng turista
sa aming lugar, paano masusustinihan ang mga panukala
namin at nating lahat ang kaunlaran kung wala na tayong
pagkukunan ng ating ikinabubuhay, at sino pa ang ating
paghahandaan kung ang mga kapitalista lokal, ay
bumagsak na, ang mga foreign investors mga turista ay
umalis na at hindi na tayo balik-balikan ng mga dayuhan,
ano ang garantiya ninyong sa amin ay ibibigay.

5.  Bakit po kaya hindi ang pagka-isahan natin at
paghandaan ay ang isang mahigpitang pagpapatupad ng
regulatory procedures sa operasyon ng ganitong hanap-
buhay, batas na magpapalitaw ng tunay na ipinagbabawal
at di dapat na mangyari.  At kapag nahuli at positibong
natunayan ay gamitin natin ang nasabing batas partikular
sa sinasabing lugar o establisemento, isara kung ang dapat
ay isara ang sinasabi sa batas;

6.  Sa sinasabi po nating layunin nito na pangalagaan
ang moralidad ng Puerto Galera at ng mga Pilipino,
gumawa tayo at sang-ayon kami sa isang batas pambayan
na magtatakdang, ang mga ganitong lugar ay para lamang
sa mga turista at hindi pang lokal, kaalinsabay nito ay ang
mahigpit na pagbabawal sa sinasabing malalaswang
palabas sa halip na gutumin natin ang maraming
mamamayan at bigyan ng butas at hindi batas para maging
malaya ang karamihan na mapalapit sa kriminalidad at
patakas na pamamaraan ng hanapbuhay makamit lamang
ang hinahangad na kabuhayan.

Kaya nga po hinihiling namin, na sana’y muli ay masusi
pa nating pag-aralan at magkasundo tayo sa isang
magandang pag-uusap tungkol  sa panukalang batas
pambayan.  Ang inaaasahan po namin, higit kayong
makaka-unawa sa kalagayan ng mga mamamayan at ng
bayan kung kaya nga po at kayo ang aming inilagay diyan.

Maraming Salamat po.

Pinirmahan: Sabang Disco
Sabang Village Disco
Centrum Disco
Broadway Disco
at 30 establisemento at
154 na residente ng Sabang

- Paid Advertisement -
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naka-bangka na kumuha,
pagtagal-tagal namumukhaan
na rin nila, kaya sa huling
tuusan, walang nawawala sa
mga paninda kahit isa.

Ang mga kumuha ay
lumiligid sa iba’t ibang pulo
sa paligid upang ipagpalit ang
mga paninda ng mga
katutubong kalakal. Umaabot
hanggang Septiembre o
Octobre (8 buwan) bago sila
makabalik upang bayaran
ang mga kinuhang paninda ng
kung anuman ang naipagpalit
nila. Nangyayari pa na mas
matagal pa bago bumalik ang
ibang lumigid kaya ang mga
barko na nagkalakal sa Ma-i
ang pinakahuling makabalik
(sa China).

Ang mga katutubong
kalakal ay pagkit (beeswax),
bulak (cotton), tunay na perlas
(true pearls), ikmo na
panghimasmas (medicinal be-
tel), telang yu-ta (sako) at
bahay-pagong (tortoise
shells). Bilang kapalit,

nagkakalakal (ang mga Intsik)
ng porselana, gintong
pangkalakal, palayok na
bakal, tingga, karayom na
bakal at mga sari-saring kulay
na holen o maliliit na pirasong
salamin (glass beads). (1)

Subalit hindi dito natapos
ang pagkagulat, may nakita pa
akong mas maagang salaysay.

Noong ika-10 siglo, may
mga rekord sa China na
nagsasabi na aktibo ang
kalakalan ng mga Instik sa
mga taga-Mindoro.  Noong una
ang kalakalan ay ginawa sa
may Champa region (Vietnam).
Di-kalaunan, nag-desisyon
ang mga negosyanteng taga-
Mindoro na dumerechong
makipag-kalakal sa mga Intsik
keysa dumaan pa sa Champa
sapamamagitan ng
paglalayag sa Canton.  Para
gawin ito, kailangang
magbigay pugay ang mga
taga-Mindoro sa Emperador
ng China.  Niregalohan nila
ang Emperador ng perlas,

kamangyan, incenso at
makukulay na hayop.
Kapagkuwa’y kinilalang
bisita ng Estado ang
delegasyon ng Mindoro at
kinilalang mga prinsipe ang
mga pinuno nila.  Binigyan sila
ng parangal at mga titulo.
Bilang ganti, lalong pinasigla
ng mga taga-Mindoro ang
kalakalan sa mga Instik at

Sources:
(1) Prehispanic Source Materi-
als for the Study of Philippine
History by William Henry Scott
(2) The Political Economy of
Philippines-China Relations by
Benito Lim
(3) The Philippine Islands,
1493-1898 by Blair and
Robertson
(4) Pinas, Munting Kasaysayan
by Ernesto J. Laput

noong 972 ang unang
Emperador ng Sung Dynasty ay
nagtatag ng opisina para
mamahala sa pakikipag-
kalakal sa taga-Mindoro. (2)

Isa sa pinagdadalhan ng
kalakal ay sa Minolo dito sa
ating bayan.  Sa mga nahukay
sa libingan sa Bayanan,
Tangalan at Baclayan, may mga
Chinese porcelain na mula pa sa
Sung, Yuan at Ming Dynasty.
Ang mga dinastiyang ito ay
itinayo bago pa dumating ang
Kastila sa Pilipinas, patunay sa
sinabing kalakalan ni Chao Ju-
Kua.

Naging kaugalian ng ating
mga ninuno na kasamang ilibing
ang ilang ari-arian upang
magamit sa kabilang-buhay.
Ang ganitong paniniwala ay
ipinagbawal ng mga Kastila
noong sakupin nila ang Puerto
Galera, taong 1570.

Mga anak, kamakailan
lamang ay bumisita ako sa Mu-
seum natin dito sa Puerto Galera.
Alam ninyo ba na ang ikatlo ng
laman ng Museum ay bigay ng
inyong Lolong Pablo Lineses at

Lolong Islao Cobarrubias.  Ang
Lolang Viring Gutierrez ang
nagkumpuni, nag-ayos at
nagbalik sa dating anyo ng mga
pira-pirasong porselana.

Tanda ko pa noon na may
mga Mangyan na nagbibigay sa
inyong Lolo ng mga lumang
palayok at porselana na
ibinibigay naman ng inyong
Lolo sa simbahan.  Iku-kwento
ko sa inyo sa susunod na mga
araw kung bakit may mga an-
tique ang mga Mangyan.

Lubhang nalungkot ako sa
kasalukuyang estado ng Mu-
seum na ipinundar at minahal ni
Fr. Erwin Thiel.  Wala ako ni-
isang nakita na buo pang an-
tique, lahat ay may bitak o
kaya’y may pingas.  Walang
pang-sweldo sa taong
mangangalaga nito, at malaki
ang kailangang tulong upang
mapangalagaan ito ng ayos at
maibalik sa dating ganda.

Nasa loob ng Museum na
ito ang labi ng isang
pamayanang namuhay sa
Puerto Galera mahigit isang
libong taon na ang nakakaraan.
Nakakalungkot na sa
tinatamasang kaunlaran ng
bayang ito ay nakalimutan na
ang mayamang kasaysayan.
Sana’y dumating agad ang
panahon na mapagtanto ng
taga-rito ang kahalagahan ng
mga artikulong nasa loob ng
Museum.

Muli, mga anak, mas kilala
ang Mindoro keysa Batangas,
Cebu o Davao noong panahon
na yaon sa mga sinaunang
Instik.  Isa ang Mindoro sa
mahalagang probinsya sa
emperyo ng Sri-Vishaya at ang
pumalit dito na Madjapahit Em-
pire.

Puerto de Galera, Kasaysayan ng Mindoro... mula p. 8Puerto de Galera, Kasaysayan ng Mindoro... mula p. 8Puerto de Galera, Kasaysayan ng Mindoro... mula p. 8Puerto de Galera, Kasaysayan ng Mindoro... mula p. 8Puerto de Galera, Kasaysayan ng Mindoro... mula p. 8

Nakatingin si Fr. Thiel sa nahukay na artifact sa Tangalan

Nakakalungkot na estado ng Museum, pira-piraso at tira-tirahang mga antique

At dahil nga sa “advanced”
tayo, isa rin ang Mindoro sa
kauna-unahang Muslim com-
munity sa buong bansa.  Noong
dumating sina Ferdinand
Magellan sa Bisaya ang
nakaharap nila ayon kay Anto-
nio Pigafetta ay mga “pagano”
subalit ng dumating sina Mar-
tin de Goite sa Puerto Galera ang
nakaharap nila ay mga “moro”
(tawag ng mga Kastila sa mga
Muslim noong una). (3)

Kung ganun, maaaring
maitanong ninyo, bakit tila yata
hindi ito nababasa sa mga aklat
ng kasaysayan ng Pilipinas.
Tulad n’yo ako ay nagtataka rin.
Lalo akong nagtataka nang
maging ang mga sinulat ng mga
Kastila tungkol sa Mindoro at
Puerto Galera ay hindi
binigyang-diin sa mga aklat ng
kasaysayan bagama’t paulit-ulit
binabanggit ng mga sinaunang
Kastila.

Maaaring isa sa dahilan ay
sa palagay ng mga kilalang his-
torian tulad nina Zaide at
Agoncillo na hindi gaanong
importante na isaad ang
Mindoro lalo na ang Puerto
Galera.  Ngayon, mahalaga sa
atin na mailagay sa kanilang
tamang pwesto sa kasaysayan
ang Mindoro at Puerto Galera.

Itutuloy sa susunod na
kabanata…

mayor upang magkaroon ng
pagkakataon na pag-aralan at
balansihin ang mga hakbang para
higit na mapabuti ang mga batas
sang-ayon sa itinakda ng Saligang
Batas at Batas ng Simbahan at
Sampung Utos ng Diyos.  Di rin po
lingid sa ating kaalaman na mayroon
din pong “overriding power” ang
Sangguniang Bayan upang
pasubalian ang hakbang ng di-pag-
apruba sa batas na maaaring
makapagbigay ng ibayong
katiwasayan sa ating bayan, ang
bayan ni Maria.

Hayaan nyo pong muli kong
bigyang-diin ang Batas Blg. 06-09
ay hindi po naglalayong ipasara ang
mga pang-turistang establisemento
manapay hangad po ng nasabing
batas na gawing “pang-pamilya na
may puso” ang mga kaganapan o
entertainment sa mga
establisemento katulad ng mga
binabanggit sa batas.  Ang
pagkakaroon po ng mga reglamento
ay hindi pagkitil sa mga
mamumuhunan sa bayang ito,

partikular sa Sabang at sa iba pang
turist spots sa bayang ito manapay
isa itong hakbangin upang
mapangalagaan ang industriya ng
turismo na siya nating
pinagkuhanan ng ating kabuhayan
sa mga nakaraang panahon,
pinagkukuhanan sa ngayon, at
pagkukuhanan sa mga darating pang
mga panahon.

Ang panuntunan po ng bayang
ito ayon sa aking pagkaka-alam ay
“eco-tourism at culture of tourism”
at hindi ang “sex tourism.”  Alam
ko po na iisa ang ating layunin na
higit na palakasin at palaguin ang
industriya ng turismo sa bayang ito
na may paggalang at pagmamahal
sa ating kapaligiran, kalikasan at mga
mamamayan na dito ay nananahan.
Hindi po namin hangad na patayin
ang industriya ng turismo lalo’t higit
ay tanggalan ng karapatan ang mga
mamamayan para sa legal na
paghahanapbuhay.

Sana po mga minamahal na
kababayan at kasama sa tungkulin,
maging malinaw po sana ito sa atin,

na magkakaroon tayo ng patas na
pananaw, na may lantay na
malasakit para sa kapakanan ng
ating mga kababaihan at mga
kabataan.

Hahayaan na lamang po ba natin
na dumating ang pagkakataon at
panahon na ang Puerto Galera ay
unti-unting mawala sa mapa ng mga
kaaya-ayang pook-pasyalan sa
ating lalawigan at sa ating bansa?
O, magiging maligaya ba tayo na
manatiling puntahan nga ng mga
turista ang bayang ito bilang “sex
haven” para sa mga turistang uhaw
at hayok sa tawag ng laman at
kamunduhan?  Isang tourist desti-
nation na pamumugaran ng mga
pedophiles at mga makamundong
turista na mag-iiwan ng lipunang
may sakit na nakakahawa galing sa
pakikipagtalik?

Hindi po ako isang malinis na
tao, at maaaring tayong lahat ay
may kani-kaniyang kahinaan at
dungis ng karumihan sa ating
pagkatao, subalit kung magagawan
po natin ng paraan na maumpisahan

at maitayo ang ating krusada para
sa patuloy na pangangalaga ng ating
moralidad at huwag ng hayaaang
kumalat pa ang ating kahinaan at
dungis na ito, higit po nating
mapagtutulungan ang pangangalaga
ng reputasyon ng bayang ito bilang
isa sa pinaka maganda at
pampamilyang pook pasyalan sa
lalawigan.  Kung kaya’t
magsamasama po tayo para sa
misyong ito, sapagkat naniniwala
po ako, kayo, tayong lahat, na hindi
tayo dapat sama-samang malubog
sa kumunoy ng kawalang saysay,
manapay magkapit bisig tayo para
sa mas mapayapa , malinis, kaaya-
aya, maka-kalikasan, makatao at
maka-Diyos na Pto. Galera.

Sa Isyu ng Lewd Show...Sa Isyu ng Lewd Show...Sa Isyu ng Lewd Show...Sa Isyu ng Lewd Show...Sa Isyu ng Lewd Show...

Giliw na mambabasa,
Kung kayo po ay may mga naitatagong mga lumang aklat,

litrato, dokumento tungkol sa kasaysayan ng Puerto Galera,
malaking tulong po kung ito ay mai-aambag ninyo sa amin bilang
karagdagang impormasyon.  Pwede po kayong tumawag o mag
text sa Patnugot, Noe Lineses - 0926-8484500
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Unang Kabanata: Taong Ligaw
Paano ko ba isusulat ang

kasaysayang nakabaon sa
kawalan upang higit na
maunawaan ng mahal kong
madla?

Paano ko maipapadama ang
panaghoy ng mga ninuno na
waring wasiwas ng amihang pilit
na nagbibigay sigla sa
kaluluwang pagal sa pighati?

Paano ko makukumbinsi na
ang bayang may
pagpapahalaga sa kasaysayan
ay bayang may magandang
bukas, may mga pinunong
mabubuti at mamamayang
nagkakaisa?

Napagtanto na mabisang
gawing liham sa giliw kong mga
anak ang paglalahad ng
kasaysayan, sa ganung paraan
hindi mawaglit ang emosyong
nadarama.
Mahal kong Ivy, Paulo, Nico at
Emmanuel Junior,

Habang kayo ay mahimbing
na natutulog, kaharap ko ang
mga libro at computer.  Masakit
at mapula na ang aking mga
mata subalit hindi pa rin ako
dalawin ng antok at pagod.  Sa
halip ay hindi maipaliwanag na
tuwa ang nadarama habang isa-
isang lumilinaw ang kasaysayan
ng Puerto Galera.  Isang
kasaysayang napag-damotan
ng kahalagahan.  Kasaysayang
magbibigay ng karangalan sa
inyo, mga anak, bilang
mamamayan ng bayang ito.
Ipagmamalaki ninyo na kayo’y
dito nagmula at lumaki sa
bayang may isa sa
pinakamayamang kasaysayan
at kultura sa buong Pilipinas.
Datapwa’t isang bayang unti-
unting naa-agnas ang kaluluwa
bunga ng kaunlarang dulot ng
turismo.

Alas dos ng umaga na pala.
Saglit muna at magtitimpla ng
kape, iinat ng konti at
maglalakad upang mabuhay ang

Puerto de GaleraPuerto de GaleraPuerto de GaleraPuerto de GaleraPuerto de Galera
Kasaysayan ng Mindoro(1 ng 5 serye)

dugo.  Pagkuwa’y muling
haharap sa computer at muling
babasahin ang isinulat ng mga
sinaunang Kastila.  Isang
buwan ko na ito ginagawa at sa
palagay ko’y wala pa sa ika-apat
ang aking nababasa.  Tunay na
malaking hamon ang alamin at
magsulat ng kasaysayan ng
isang bayan.

Alam n’yo ba, mga anak, na
ang kauna-unahang banggit
tungkol sa Pilipinas ay tungkol
sa bayan ng Ma-i?  Tatlong
daang taon bago dumating ang
mga Kastila, ika-12 siglo,
isinulat ng isang Intsik, si Chao
Ju-Kua, ang kanilang pakikipag-
kalakal sa mga taga Ma-i.  Ang
Ma-i ang lumang tawag sa Isla
ng Mindoro.

Inuulit ko, ang salaysay ni
Chao Ju-Kua ang unang isinulat
na istorya tungkol sa Pilipinas,
at heto ang pahapyaw nang
kanyang sinulat:

Isang Pahayag Tungkol Sa
Mga Taong Ligaw  (Taong
1225)

Ang bayan ng Ma-i ay nasa
hilaga (north) ng Borneo.  Ang
mga katutubo ay nakatira sa
malalaking nayon ng mahigit
1,000 bahay-bahay, sa
magkabilang pampang  ng

isang ilog, at nagdadamit sila
ng tela na hawig sa kumot, o
nagtatakip lamang sa katawan
ng bahag.  Sa mga liblib at
gubat, nagkalat ang mga
estatwa, mga Buddha na hindi
mawari kung saan nagmula.
Bihira nakarating doon ang
mga mandarambong (pirates).

Pagdating ng mga
barkong dagat, dumadaong
sila sa harap ng tiyangge
(plaza, market), ang pamilihan
ng bayan, upang magpugay at
magpatala sa mga
namamahala.  Pagkatapos,
maaari na silang makihalo sa
mga tao.  Dahil gawi ng mga
pinuno ng bayan na mag-
payong ng puti (white umbrel-
las), kailangang handugan
sila ng puting payong ng
sinumang dumating sa barko
upang magkalakal.  Ang ugali
ng pagkalakal duon ay
dinadayo lahat ng bangka ang
barkong dumating at
inilalagay ang mga paninda
(merchandise) sa maraming
buslo (baskets).  Tapos alisan
na ang mga bangka, tangay-
tangay ang mga paninda.
Kahit na hindi nila (ng mga
taga-barko) kilala ang mga

Kalakalan ng mga Instik at mga sinaunang tao sa Minolo

Dear PGA Alumnus,
Hay salamat!  Natanggap mo

ito!  Ikaw na lang yata ang hindi
makakarating sa Grand Reunion
natin na gaganapin sa darating na
February 17, 2007 eksaktong 7:30
a.m. para sa general assembly at
thanksgiving mass dito sa simbahan
natin.  At pagkatapos ay
magkakaroon tayo ng motorcade,
kaya kung may wheels ka dalhin mo
na rin.

Hoy baka naman magpa-
importansya ka pa at hindi ka
umatend noh!  Aba’y matagal-tagal
na rin tayong hindi nagkakasama-
sama sige ka di na mauulit itong 40
years ng Alma Mater natin.  You’re
gonna miss half of your life.  Huwag
kang mahihiya di naman tayo
magpapayabangan ng ating mga
narating sa buhay eh?  Kumustahan
ba, parang sa pamilya.

Don’t forget to bring along your

better half and kids.  Kung single ka
pa rin, don’t worry, di ka nag-iisa.
Malay mo dito mo siya makita...

O paano ba yan, di ihanda mo
na ang damage mo para sa tsibog,
transpo, venue, etc.. at para sa T-
shirt mong isusuot sa reunion proper.
Huwag ka sanang ma-shock sa
kontribusyon malayo pa naman eh,
kaya pang pag-ipunan.  Nang high
school naman tayo ay sanay na tayo
sa kontribusyon, ngayon pa, may
trabaho ka na.  If you’re rich and
willing to give more… you’re our
Savior and Hero.  Nawa’y maging
filthy rich ka pa!  Kung di ka naman
makakarating ipadala mo na lang
ang iyong kontribusyon para
maitulong naman natin sa ating
Alma Mater.

By the way, we also accept do-
nations like Baboy, Baka, Manok,
Kambing, Saging, Puto’t Suman,
Sugpo, Alimango, Isda at kung anu-

ano pang mayroon ka.  Paki con-
firm na lang kung makakarating ka
until Dec. 31.  Pakibigay na rin ang
iyong kontribusyon kina, Oscar
Evagelista, Noe Lineses, Danny
Enriquez, Cenon Arago anytime
starting today up to Dec. 31.  If you’re
so busy naman ay personal ka na
lang naming pupuntahan sa bahay
mo one of these days, handa ka ng
meryenda ha!  Kung may
katanungan ka pa, kontakin mo na
lang ang ating presidente, Dr. Oscar
Evangelista o kung sinumang
opisyal na kilala mo.

Hanggang dito na lamang at
lubos kaming nagpapasalamat dahil
alam naming hindi mo hahayaang
pumuti ang mata namin sa
paghihintay sa iyo sa ating grand
reunion.

Nagmamahal,
PGA Alumni Association

Alumni 2007 Homecoming

Basahin kung ika’y galing sa PGABasahin kung ika’y galing sa PGABasahin kung ika’y galing sa PGABasahin kung ika’y galing sa PGABasahin kung ika’y galing sa PGA
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Simula po ng lumabas ang puna
at paniniwala ng Simbahang
Katoliko tungkol sa mga di-kanais-
nais na mga pangyayari na may
kaugnayan sa pagdami ng problema
sa lipunan, sa aspetong ang
moralidad ng ating mga kabataan at
kababaihan ang nakasalalay,
masasabi ko pong ilang mga
pangyayari na ang nagkakaroon ng
kaganapan.  Napakasakit po na
tanggapin na ng dahil sa panukalang
batas na inakda ng walo sa mga
Kagalanggalang na kasapi ng
kapulungang ito, nagbunga po ito
sa pagkakahiwa-hiwalay ng mga
mamamayan ng bayan ni Maria
dahilan sa maling impormasyon at
interpretasyon ng nabanggit na

batas.
Nais ko pong hiramin ang mga

salitang binitiwan ni G. Rafael
Romey, Pangulo ng Parish Pastoral
Council ng bayang ito, “Hindi
maitatatwa na kasabay ng pag-unlad
ng industriya ng turismo ang
pagkakaroon ng prostitusyon o
“flesh trade” sa lahat ng mga
pamayanan na naka-angkla ang
kabuhayan sa industriya ng
turismo”.  Malinaw din po na sinabi
ng dating konsehal ng Bayang ito
na “tayo”, bilang mga mamamayan
ay may responsibilidad na
bantayan, alagaan at pagyamanin
ang magagandang moral values na
bahagi ng ating kalinangan o kultura.

Sa bahagi naman po natin,

bilang mga halal na opisyales ng
bayang ito, mandato po natin na
mag-akda ng mga batas upang higit
na mapag-ibayo ang mga adhikaing
walang ibang hangad kundi ang
gawing kaaya-aya ang ating
pamayanan, maging para sa maliit
o malaki, mayaman o mahirap na
mga mamamayan, mga manggagawa
at mga mamumuhunan lalo’t higit
para sa ating Panginoon na syang
lumikha ng mga bagay bagay na
ating pansamantalang ginagamit
para sa pag-unlad natin sa bayan ng
Puerto Galera.  Hindi rin po natin
maitatatwa na ang “veto power” ay
ipinagkaloob ng Local Government
Code sa isang punong-bayan o

Sa Isyu ng Lewd ShowSa Isyu ng Lewd ShowSa Isyu ng Lewd ShowSa Isyu ng Lewd ShowSa Isyu ng Lewd Show
Privelege Speech ni Kon. Raffy Cataquis
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Bar & Restaurant, Friday Evening Grand B-B-Q
Dinghy Hire, Sail Training,

Sailing Regattas, Small Boat Storage

Puerto Galera Yacht Club
Web: www.pgyc.org   Phone: 043-442-0136

� �

� � � � �� 	 
 � � 	

� 	 � 
 � �� 
 � � ���

�
�

�


